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TO THE KE ADER. 


Courreous Reader ; 

Wax) d courſe largely of the neceſſity and uſe of 

0) [IA 11s peece of (pirituall armour, after ſo many 

DN [ASS learned and uſefull Treatiſes , upon this ſub. 

29 Rs jet?, may ſeeme ſuperfluous ,eſpecrally conſide. 
DE ring that there is much ſpoken to this purpoſe, 


| 


ſides the unfolding of the nature of this duty, (which is The 
Saints daily exerciſe) and ſtrong inforcement to it, there is 
an endevenr to give foro inthemoſt incident caſes, 
| want of clearing whereof is nſually an hindrance to the 


| chearefull, and ready performance thereof. In all which, | 


' what hath been done by this Reverend and worthy man, we 
had rather ſhowla appeare in the Treatiſe it ſelfe, tothy<n- 
differem judgement, than to bee much in ſetting downe our 
one opinion. This we doubt not of, that by reaſon of the 
þirituall, and convincing manner of handling this Argu- 
ment, it will winne acceptance with mahiy, eſpecially conſt- 
dering that it is of that ngggre,wherein, ogg much have 
pin yet much moye may be ſaid with good reliſh to 
theſe that have any ſpiritual ſenſe : for it is the moſt ſþi- 
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rituall 


for t = in the inſuing Treatiſe; wherein, be. | 
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TO THE READER, | 
rituall aftion, wherein wee have nearer commend 
God, than in any other holy performance, andwherey i 
pleaſeth God to comveigh all good to us, to the performan;, 
whereof Chriſtians finde moſt backwardneſſe, and indiſjy. 
ſedneſie, and from thence moſt dejettion of ſpirit , which 
alſo in theſe times, us moſt neceſſary, wherein, wnleſſe me 
fetch helpe from heaven, this way, we ſee the Church and 
Cauſe of God like to be trampled under feete. Ovely, re. 
member, that we let theſe Sermons paſſe forth as they were 
delivered Oe, in publike, without taking that lj. 
bertie of adding or detratting, which, perhaps, ſome would 
have thought meet : for wee thought it beſt that his own, 
meanins Rould be expreſſed in his owne words and may. 


ner, eſpecially conſidering there s little which perhaps 

ſeeme ſuperfluous to ſome, but may (by Gods bleſſing )be uſe. 
full to others. It would be a good prevention of Many n- 
conveniences, in this kind, if able men would bee perſwa. 
ded to publiſh their owne works intheir life time, yet wee 
thinke it a good ſerviceto the Church, when that defett i; 
ſupplyed by giving ſome life to thoſe things which otherwiſe 
ls have died of themſelves. The bleſving of theſe la. 


bours of his we commend unto God, and the benefit of them 
wnto thee, refting 


R1icrand Srv3zs 


Thine in our Lord Icfus Chriſt, 


Iann Davrxvront 
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i THess. 5. 17. 
Pray continually. 


E PR here, in.-the latter | 
end. of this Epiſtle, - heapes -up 
many precepts together. , - and þ 
therefore wee. nor nced to 
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- I the handling of which, wee will doe theſe 


: this is the will of God in Chriſt Ieſus to you-wards, | 
Weare now fallen upon this Text,where this 
duty of prayer is commended to us, anditisa 
; command fem God himſelfe delivered ſhortly, 
| as lawes are wont to be, without any great pre- 
miſes and reaſons, and indeed, having therefore 
the more authority in it, 


Pray continually. 


three things : 

Firſt,we will fhew you what Prayer &. 

Secondly, why the Lord requires this at our 
hands , for a man might objeR,the Lord knowes 
my wants well enough, heknowes my minde, 
and how [ am afteRed 2 I, but yet the Lord will 
have us to pray, and to aske before he will be- 
ſtow it upon us. 

Andlaſtly, what it is to pray continually, 

For the firſt : If we whull define prayer in ge- 
nerallto you, I would give you no-more burthi 
| deſcription of it: It # an expreſſion of the minde to 
the Lord : ſometimes by words,ſometimes with- 
out words, but yer there muſt be an 
and ſome opening ofthe will to him. This isthe 
| generall. 
But now to know what arighr prayer is, what 
| ſuch a prayer is,as God accepts ,you muſt have an 
other de pag ren per ) 


ents into it, and i, nothing elk 
| it, and1o, prayer mou 


ebut ## 
good diſpoſe 
$1008 | 
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tions to God, that ariſe from the Spirit, or the rege- 
nerate part,in the name of Ieſus Chriſt. W here you 
areto obſerve this ;- That the prayers, which we 
make,are divided into one of theſe two ſorts : 


ons of our owne ſpirits, the voice of our owne 
ſpirits, and there 15 nothing bur fleſhin them, 


: Andrheſe the Lord regards not, hee 


the Lor 
knowes not the meaning of them, that is,he doth 
not accept them. \, 

Secondly, there arc p—_ that are the voice 
of Gods owne Spirit, that is, ſuchas ariſe from 
the regenerate part that is within us, which is 

uickned and inlarged to pray from the imme- 
are helpe of the holy Ghoſt ; theſe prayers are 
onely accepted : and of thele it is ſaid, He knowes 
the meaning of the Spirit : that is, hee ſo knowes 
it, and {ees it, that alſo he accepts ir. Therefore 
you ſhall ſee in Hoſea 7. 14. when they prayed, 
and prayed earneſtly, yea, they fer a day apart 
for prayer, they called a ſolemne Aſſembly, and 
= a fa. yet, ſaith the Zord plainely, Te did not 
call upon mee when you howled upon your beds , for 
(faith he)you aſſembled your ſebves for corne,and for 
wine, which any naturall man may doe : And 
therefore, (ſaith he) it is but an how ”; : It is the 
voice of beaſts ro ſeeke for wine, and oyle, and 
corne, bur hee ſaith plainely, Tou called not upon 
me , when notwi ing,they ſpent a whole 
day in prayer, But the meaning is, that the Zord 
regards thus as no prayer at all. 
B 2 And 


Firſt, ſome are ſuch prayers as are the expreſſi. 


uch _ as any narurall man may make to 


4 


— 


Divifon of 
prayers into 
rwo forts : 


I 
Such as come 
from our owne 
fpicirs. 


Note . 


2 
Such as come 
from GODS 
Spirit, 


Rom.8.27. 


Hoſea 7.14. 


| 


=, Bk 
The rorenes of 


the deſcription 
opencd. | 


| 


t Why hcu- 
ſerh the word 
(diſpofui-ns 
rather,than 4 


fir CS» 


When rhe dc. 
fires and d1ſ. 


| politions of 


mcnare good. 


uf 


Anſw. 

Thar temporal 
| things may be 
defired in a 


* cainall man- 

| —— 
ings ina ſpis 

rica manner 

| and how. 


know whar kind of prayer it is,that prevailes with 


| fire nothing at Gods hands, bur give thanks for 
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And therefore, to open a little this deſcription 
unto you for it is one maine buſinefle that wee 
have to doe; inthe handling of this Text, rode. 
ſcribe ro you the meaning of this precepe, 
what the naruge of prayer 1s, that you may 


God. 1 ſay, It «s anexpreſſion of holy and 20d 
diſpoſitions. I uſe that expreſſion, rather of &þe. 
fitrons than deſires, becauſe there is ſome part of 
prayer that ſtands in thankſgiving, when you de. 


that you have received , marke, firſt, that they 
muſt be holy and good, the defires and diſpoſin. 
ons muſt be good : forthar is a rule, all the affe. 
Rions and defires are good, or evill, according 
as their objeRs are; thoſe that are fixed upon 
good things.are good defires, 

You will ſay then, whatare the good thing 
thar makes the deſires and diſpoſitions of 
heart good ? 

They arertemporall things,and ſpirituall both, 
A man may pray 
ruall ——_ andthe _ my be py And 
againe, ma irituall things ina 
carnall ma & "+ aan reals 
Therefoze that muſt be obſerved withall, thatit 
is not {imply the objeR, but there is a certaine 
manger of deſiring too. For example, if a man 
pray for temporal things,for outward comforts, 

things as belong to the preſent cſtare of his 
body here;If he pray4or them with theſe cond: 
tions, that he may havtrhar which is convent 


for temporall things ina ſpiri. | 


mt 


— 


c 
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|deautie that he ſees inthem, not our of any raſte | 


—c ——_— —————— —— Q — —— —_—_—— 
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ent for-him, he prayes tor ſuch a meaſure as God 
resro Be meer;as Pro. 30, Feed me with convenient | Prov.zo 8. 
ſod for me;this prayer is good. Bat (if any man 
willbe rich; as 1 T1m.6.)it1s an inordinate deſire, 
when men will have exceſſe of theſe outward 


1 Tim.6 g. 


| 


won your luſtz, if you deſire health, and long lite, 
tar you may live more pleaſantly, if you defire 
| wealth, that you may live more deliciouſly, and | 
not ſimply that which thecreature may delire, | 
androthe end that you may be the more inabled | 
to ſerue the Lord 1n theſe things, your deſire is | 
not good. Sol ſay, firſt it muſt be for that which | 
is convenient, ſecondly, you mult not fend it 
won your luſts, but in Gods lervice, | 
| Andlaſtly, we muſt pray for theminaright 
method, Firſt the Kingdome of God, and then other 
things, that 1s, ſeraprice on them,/as you ought, 
not roo high a price, bur valuerhem aright, We 
ſhould ſo pray for outward things, as our pray- 
ers may be ſoiriewal) On the other (ide, a man 
may pray for {pirituall things ina carnall man- 
ner, as for remporall rnings in a ſpirituall man. 
ner. A naturall man may pray earneſtly for faith, | How a carnall 


[nd for grace, and repentance, not out of any | _ — 


and reliſh that he hath of them, bur becauſe hee 
thinkes thera a bridge to leade him ro Hcauen, 
and that he cannot come thither without them : | 
when he conſiders in his heart that hee cangox | 


de faved without theſe things, I ſay, then he may ; 
B3 


—_. 


chings,and raore than is fit for them. And again, | When the de- 


ifyou deſirethar which is convenient, and ſpend it fre of outward 
: things is guogd. 


m 


deſire 


—_ ——— TY O—_ CO Cy COIs 
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Spira his caſc. 


| Theſe defires 
muſt be offe- 
red to God. 


Ariſing from 
the {pic ir, or re- 
Yencrate part, 


Expreſsions of 
prayer in the 
Scriptures. 


1 Sam.1.15. 
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defire them,and defirethem earneſtly was the 
caſe of Francis Spira, who cried ſo earneſtly for 
grace, that he =_ have but a, drop of it, be. 
cauſe hecould not be ſaved without it, he giyes 
the reaſon himſelfe ; he ſaid withall, he ſaw ng 
excellencie in ir, he deſired it not for it ſclfe, and 
therefore he thought his prayers ſhould net be 
heard. Thus you ſee thar prayer is anexpreſiun 
of holy and good deſires,and it is an offering them up 
to the ww 

I will not ſtandupon that (you are well enough 
inſtructed in it) that whatſoever petition is made 
to the creature, it is not a prayer, it muſt onely 
be offered vp to the Lord. 

Then I adde , ir is ſuch as muſt ariſe from 
the regenerate part,that is, looke how much there 
is of the regenerate part ina prayer, looke how 
much the holy Spirit hath to doe in it, looke how 
much comes from that which is calledthe is. 
ward man, (o farre it is ſanRiked, ſo farrethat! 
prayer is accepted, and no further. Bur,that we 
may open thisalittle more fully, we will thew 
you it by ſome other expreſſions of praier, that 
we finde in the Scriptures. 


ring forth of the ſoule to the Lord,1 Sam.1.15.4 ſer. 
ving of him in ſpirit,{o Paul calleth it. Nowit we 
open theſe phraſes to you a little, you ſhall 
know more fully wherein the nature of right 
praying to God conſiſts. Thar phraſe the Apo- 
ſtk uſerh,»how I ſerve in my ſpirit,(it is the ſame 
wordin the originall that is uſed tor faſting and 


prayer)} 


Itis is called a lifting up of the heart to God,a po. | 


ym — ha 


_——_— 
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prayer.) Now what is thatto pray to God inthe 
[pirit? for we may ſay,a man cannot make a prai- 
er, but there is an a& of his minde goes to it, 
andevery man,whar ſcrvice ſocver he performs, 
his ſpirit muſt needs have a hand in ir, fo that it 
cannot be performed without the minde. 

[rake this to be the meaning of it : the Apoſtle 
his ſcope, is to diſtinguiſhthe true and holy ler- 
vices of God from rhoſe that are but ſhadowes 
and counterfeit, that are but the body and car- 


—— 
* 


1 ſerue the Lord in my ſpirit, or, 1 pray in the ſpirit, 
the meaning is this, W hen the prayer of a man 
Is not only that which the underſtanding di- 
Ratesto him, but when the whole ſoule, the will 
and affeions goe rogerher with his petition, 
and whatſoever the petition is, amans heart 1s at- 
kefted accordingly. As for example, If a man 
come to confeſic his ſinnes, and yer flights them 
inwardly in his heart; ifa man pray for reconci- 
lation with God, and yet have no longing and 
lighing in his heart after it; if hee carneſtly aske 
grace, and the mortification of {infull luſt, when 
the heart doth not inwardly ſecke it, now hee 
prayes not inthe ſpirit. To pray in the ſpirit,js as 
thatin 70h. 4..2 4. He will be worſhipped in ſpirit awd 
ntruth.The meaning is,{0to pray,that the heart 
goe together with our pctition; alſo, this 15 the 
meaning of that when a man powreth forth his 
loule betore the Lox v. So Hannah ſaith of her 
ſelfe, 1 am awoman tronbled; &c. and powrs out my 
ſoule before the Lord. That is, whena man delivers 


h ————_ 


| 


alle of right ſervice. Therefore, when he ſaith, | 


Lo 


B 4 Lok 


"— 


To powre out 
ch: !oule ro 
God,whar. 


Auſtin, 


Smile. 


Note. 


| ſeeke to himin prayer. For 


hath deviſed,(for prayer is not aworke of wit,o} 
of memorie) but when a man powreth forth his 
whole ſoule(thar is) his will and affetions, when! 


they goc together, whenthere is no reſervation 


in his minde; bur when all withi1 him is opened! 
and explicare, and expoſed to the view ofthe 
Lord; not as CAuſtin (aith of himſclfe, when he 
came to pray for the miortitying of his luſts, ſaith 
he, 1 had a ſecret inward defire that it ſhould nat be 
done. Therefore when the ſoule is powred forth, 
the meaning is,thar all be opened to him; ſothar 
when a man will make an acceptableprayer, hee 
muſt make this accompr, he muſt then call inall 
his thoughts and affections, and recolle&them 
rogether as the lines inthe center, or as the Suinne 
beames in a burning glafle,and that makes pray. 
er to be hot and fervent; whereas otherwileitis 
but a cold and diſſipated thing, that hath no 
ſtrength or efficacte in it, | 

Now withall, this you muft know,thar when 
wee fay the whole ſoule muſt goe together with 
the pcririon, the meaning is, that not onely the 
will and affections be imployed, (for in anat- 
rall man, in his defire of health, when he is licke 
or wanteth aſſiſtance and guidance in difficult ca- 
ſes, not onely rhe underſtanding, but the will 
and affetions are buſic enough,it is likely) and 
therefore we adde this further, rhatthar which 
is called the fpirit, which is diffuſed in the whole 
foule, thar itbe ſer on worke in the performance 
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to God thar whichthe underſtanding and minde| 


of this holy duty tothe Lord, whenſoeverwet 
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in a regenerate man, (for that you muſt rake tor 
| granted by the way, that no naturall man is able 
|romakea prayer acceptable to God, lecing there 
is no Spirit in hum, bur inthe regenerate man) 
| there sf fay,fleſh and ſpiritnow when we come 
[to powre forth our heartrothe Lo x », that 
| which lyes vppermoſt, will be ready to be pow- 
red forth firſt;and that which is ſpiritual, ir ma 

| belyes in the botrome, and that is kept.in,and fo 
aman may make a carnall prayer,though he be a 
holy man ; that is, whenthe fleſh hath gotrenthe 
vpper hand,as in ſome fits, it may;when the mind 
1s filled with worldly ſorrow, and worldly re. 
joycing,and worldly deſires,and theſe would be 
expreſſed to the Lord, It is a prayer that the 
Lord regards not, though the man bee holy, 
trom whence it comes : but right prayer 15 this; 
when the regenerate parrt is acted and ſtirred vp, 
and the fleſh that hinders, muſt be removed. For 


IS "0 


4. & 2» 


| Forthis you know, that there are two things | 


Two things in 
a man rcgence 
late. 

No natura!l 


an acceptable 
prayeis 


A holy man 
may make a 
carnoll prayer, 


R ivhe prayer 
what. 


n-that to call vpon God; ahd it cannot be dil. 
joyned from it,bur that is not alwayes in act. 

| As we ſeea fountaine, it hath alwaycs an apenes 
to powre forth water, itis ready to breake into a 
current,bur ifit be ſtopped with ſtones and mud, 
and other impediments, it cannot breake out : {0 
hethar is a regenerare man, that hath a holy part 
in him, there 1s anaptneſſero prayer. W hich is 
that which our Saviour ſaich, Mar.26.41.T he ſþ1- 
nt is willing, that is, there is alwayes awilling- 


you know this, that whereſoever there is a rege. | 
erate” part in any man, there is a great aptnetle | 


Sumle. 


Anap'neſſein 
the 1evcnerate 
parr tO pra2Yer. 
Mat.46.41+ 


nelle 


man can make 


—— 
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| | neſle that followes the ſpirit, or the regenerate 
nelperouran- | PATE ina holy man, bur, ſaith he, che fleſ ir back 
"mu Hery ward, that is,it ſtops this fountaine,and therefore 
Rom.8.27, | Rom. $.27. The Sprrit 1s ſaid thcre to he!pour mfir- 
Simile. | mities, and to make our reque#ts for us;that is,even 
as a man removes ſtones from a fountaine with 
his hands, and when he hath done thar, it breakes | 
our into acurrent, ſo the holy Ghoſt removesthis| 
fleſh, that ſtops up this current, the ſpirit takes a- 
way thoſe carnall impediments thar are in us:! 
and not onely ſo, bur ſtirrerh up the regenerate] 
part; and when that is done, we are able to make 
a ſpirituall prayer unto Godin Chriſt Ieſus, So that 
is the thing that you are now to obſerve, that 
the Spirit muſt helpe our infirmities, when wee 
come to call upon God, and our prayers bee ſo 
farre acceptable as they bee the fruies of the re- 
generate partz now wee want bur one thing to 
adde in the definition, 
Offered up in T hey are ſuch prayers as are offered to Godin 
_—__ the name of _= Chri#t, 
clus Chriſt, "2 a 
This is a thing that you all know, thatthole 


prayers thatare not offcred up in Chriſt, are not 


acceptable, becauſe the perſon is not regarded 
z Chrea.26, | It was the ſinne of /zziah in 2 Chron. 26. Hee 
would goe to the Temple himſelte being a King | 
on the throne, and he would offer incenle with. 
our a Prieſt, We doe the very ſelte ſame thing, 
whenſoever we go to offer vp prayer to God 
without Zeſus Chriſt ; Inthe olde law men might 
bring their ſacrifices, bur ſtill che Prieſt muſt of- 
fer them; ſo muſt wee here, and the reaſon1s gl. 
ven, 
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ven, Revel.$ becauſe the prayers that come trom 
| us favour ofthe fleſh, | 

\2nd the Angel of the Covenant mingleth much in. 
cenſe wich them,and makes them ſweer and accep. 
table to God,wwith much incenſe, that is,as the fleſh 
is more, to there necdes more incenſe, that they 
| may be made acceptable to Godthe Father, So 
[that we have indecd a double mrerceſlour ; one 
is, the Spirit that helps owr infirmities , that helpes 
us ro make our peritions, that quickens, and cn- 
largeth our hearrs to prayer: The other is the 
Interceſſour ro make them acceptable to God , 
that he may receive them, and nor refuſe and re- 
jetthem.So much ſhall ſerve for the firſt thing, 
to ſhew you what the qurie is, what a right, 
true,and acceptable prayer is. 

Now for the ſecond,why we muft pray,(for that 
objection a man may make) the Lord knowes 
my mindewell enough , and what needs ſuch an 
expreſſion of it by prayer * The reaſons briefly 
why the Lord will have us to pray, are taken ; 

Partly from himſcite. 

And partly from us. 

1, Fromhimſeltc,though he be willing to be- 
ſtow mercies upon us, yet he will have us ask his 
lavebefore he doth it. As, you know, fathers 
do with their children,though they intend ro be- 
ſtow ſuchthings upon them, as are needfull, yet 


om which they come : 


I 


: 


: 
: 
: 


| 


Os 


they will have their childrento ask them, and as | 
tisacommonthing among men,though they be ; 
willing a man ſhould paſſe thorow their ground, 


yetthey will have leave asked, becauſe by that | 


Mmcancs 


w 


Revel$, 


Why wee muſt 
offer our pray- 


ers in Chriſts 


Name. 


Interceſour 


dou ble, 
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Why che Lord 
willhane vs to 
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meancs the property is acknowledged, otherwile 
ir would be taken as a common high way, ſorhe 
Lord will lfave bis ſervants come and aske, that 
they may acknowledge the property he hathin 
thoſe gitts hce beſtowes upon them: Indeede 0- 
therwile wee would forget in what tenure wee 
hold theſe blcſlings we entoy, and what ſervice 
we owe tothe Lord, as you know there is an ho- | 
mage duc ro the Lord, thatthe Lord might bee 
acknowledged; ſo the Lord will hauethis dutie 
of prayer pcrformed, that we may — 
him, that we holdall of him, and that wemight 
remember the ſervicethat we ought to doe hum, | 
to riſe and goe at his command, that is, todoe | 
his ſervice, which we would be ready to forger, | 
if we were notaccuſtomed tothe dury of calling 


Likewiſe he will have it done for his honours 
ſake, he will have men call upon him, that they 
may learne to reverence him, and likewile that 
others might be ſtirred up to reverence him, and 
to honour him, andro feare him. The ſervants of 
a Prince doing honour and reverence to their 
Lord, they ſtirre up thoſe that are lookers on: 
And as the Schoolemen ſay of glory, Glory is 
properly this, not whena man hath an excellen- 
cic in him, (tor that he may hauc, and yerhee 
without glory ) but glory is an oſtentation, a 
ſhewing out of thar excellence. Ir is the phraſe 
that is uſed in the Sacrament; Y ou ſhall celebrate 
the Sacrament,that you may ſhew forth the Loras 


death ; ſo the Lord will haue us come and call up- 
on 


_— - _— 
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"on hisname to ſhew torth the duty of praycr,and 
that wee may ſhew forth his glory. This is for 
theLo x v himſelte. 

Now for our ſelves, we are to doeit, partly, 
that the graces of his Spirit may be increaſed in 
us: for prayer exerciſerh our graces,every grace 
is exerciſed in prayer, and they being exerciſed 
are increaſed, See an excellent place forthis in 
Inde 20. That you may edifie your ſelves inthe holy 
faith praying iu the holy Ghoſt ;2s it he ſhould ſay, 
the way to edifie your (elves, and build up your 
ſelves, is ro pray inthe holy Ghoſt, thar is, ſpirj. 
wallprayer, made through the power, and afſi- 
ſance,and ſtrength of the holy Ghoſt : Every ſuch 
prayer builds us up, it increaſerh every grace in 

| repentance,and love,and obedience, 
and feare, all are increaſed by prayer. 

Partly, becauſe they are exerciſed and ſer on 


them. 

And partly alſo, becauſe prayer brings us to 
Communion with God. Now, if good compa- 
ny increaſe grace, how much more will Com- 
munion with the Lord himiclfe quicken and in- 
creale it * 

Moreover, this duty is required,that we may 
deacquainted with God, for there is a ſtrangenes 

the Lord and us, when we doe not call 
upon his name. It is the command which you: 
(hall finde in 106. 22. CA cquaint thy ſelfe mich the 
Lord that thou mayeſt have peate with him,and thou 
hut have proſperity. Now, you know how ac. | 
| quaintance 


LO OT 


workein prayer; for the very exercile increafcth 


2 In rcſpc& of 
our ſelves, 

I 
Thar the gra 
CES IN Us$ may 
be increaſed. 


lude 20 


2 
To exerciſe 
grace. 
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To bring us vo 
communion 


with God. 
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| 


O — 


"Ol... 


The Saints daily Exerciſe. 


Simile. 


How acquain- 
rafice is gotten 
and loſt. 


To teach us 


Note. 


What wee get 
| wichour pray- 
4 cr,is ſpent un» 


than ktullys 


quaintance growes amongſt men, it is by con- 
verſing together,by ſpeaking one to another.On 
the other fide, we ſay, when that is broken off 
when they ſalute nor, when they ſpeake notto- 


we come to the Lora, and are frequent, and fer. 
vent inthis duty of calling upon him, wee grow 
acquainted with him, and withour it wee grow 
ſtrangers, and the Lord dwells afarre off, we are 
not able robehold him, except wee be accuſto. 
med to it, and the more wee come into his pre- 
ſence, the more wee are acquainted with him, 
Therefore thar is another reaſon why we ſhould 
uſe _ that we may get acquaintance with the 
Lora. 

Likewiſe, that we may learne to be thankefull 
to him for thoſe mercies we have received from 
him ; for,if Ged ſhould beſtow mercies upon us 
unasked,we would forget them, his hand would 
not be acknowledged inthem , and wee would 
not ſee his providence in diſpoſing thoſeblel- 
ſings that wedoeenjoy ; but when wee cometo 
aske every thing befor: him, weare then ready 
to ſee his hand more, and to prize it more, and 
we are diſpoſed to morethankefulneſſe. Sothat 
it is a ſure rule commonly, What we winne with 
prayer, that wee weare with thankefulneſle, and 
that which we get without prayer, wee; 
and uſe without any lifting up of the heartto 
God, in praiſing him, and acknowledging hs 
hand in beftowing it upon us : ſo you lee what 


gether,aſtrangeneſſe growes;ſo it is inthiswhen | 


this duty is. And, 
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 rerformed. 


Now, Thirdly, (in a word) whatis ittopra 
continually ? The word in the originall ani 


doe not ceaſe to doe ir, at ſuch timesas G © Þ 
requires it at your hands. Compare this with 
that in the ſecond Epiſtle ro Timothy 1.3. The 
Apoſtle ſaith there, that he hath him in conz:. 
wall remembrance, praying for him night and day, 
where the ſame word is uſed that is here. Now 
wecannot thinke that the Apoſtle had Timothy 
incontinuall remembrance, that he was never 
out of his thought, bur the ing is, when 
bee did call uponG © Þ, from day to day, hee 
ſtill remembred him. Sotharto pray continually, 
s to pray very much, to pray at thoſe times 
when God requires us to pray. For it isthe de- 
finxion that Phi loybers ive of idlenes, a man 
is then faid ro-be idle, when hee doth not that 
which he ought, inthe time when iris required 
of him, He is an idle man that workes not, when 
bee ought to worke; ſo hee is ſaid notro pray 
contirually, rhat prayes not when hee ought to 
pray. So that I conceive this to be the meanin 

of the Apoſtle, Rejoyce evermore , ( faith he) 
Jon when hee comes to this exhortation of 
prayer, hee contents not himſclfe ro fay, pray 
very often, bur pray continually, . as wee uſe 
to expreſſe our ſeives when wee would have a 


Uwayes doing of this. Sothe Apoſtles ſcope is 


eh, ſuch a performance of this duty, that you 


Secondly, why the Lord will have this dury | 


| 
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to ſhew. that it ſhould bee exceeding often, and 
that it ſhould be very much done. Hence we 
gather this by the way, that wee are bound 
ro keepe our conſtant courſe of calling upon 


doemore. 

But you will ſay, What ground have youto 
that, why doe you inſtance in that tyice 2 
day * 

The ground of i is this, -whenthe Apoſtle 
bids us pray continually , doe-ir'excceding much, 
doe it very often, the leaft we can doc it is twice 
a day,we may doe it oftener,but that, I ſay,isthe 
leaſt. When wee have ſuch acommand as this, 
when we have ſuch a precepr as this, prey contins. 
ally, and this rule illuſtrated by ſuch examples 2 


we have in the Scriprure, why is it recorded, if 
it be notrrue of example in thar kinde that 
is ſaid of he example, r Cor. 10.T hey are 


written for our learning ? Wheir is faidthat Da. 
vid prayed oft, and Daniel expreſly in Das, 6.3, 
He three times 4 day, that was his conſtant 
courſe, Ifay,we may thinke we are bound to doe'! 
it at the -leaſt twice a day. Confider a little the 
reaſon of it, why we are {to doe; Inthe! 


G 0 v, at the leaſt twice aday, whatſocyer wee| 


Teple,you know the Zord was worſhipped twice 
aday, there was the morning and the evening ſari 
|fice. What was the ground of that commande. 

ment 2 There was-no reafon of t,-burthatthe 


that he would have it done twice a day, morning 


andevening : but beſides that, it was not onely 


— __ 


| 


9" 


4M The "T9 daily Exerciſe, 


— ———_ 


'tharthe Lord might be worſhipped,( whercin we | 


| | ſhould tollow that example of worſhipping him | 
| morning and evening. ) But likcwitc our occali- 
ons arc ſuch, har char is the leaſt we can doe, to 
call upon him conſtantly morning and evening : | 
for there 15 no day bur we uſe many bleſſings, | 
and wetake many of his creatures. Now we may 
[not rake any of them withour his leave ; ſorhar 
thouarr bound to aske for them before thou take 
them, and pray for a blefling upon them, or elſe 
thou haſt no right to them, rhou haſt no lawful! 
aſcofthem: that place is plaine, 1 Tim. 4 : Every 
Creature of God is good, and ought nat to be refuſed, 
if it be recerved with thanksgiuing for it 15 ſandtified 


every day, and doe not ſeeke them ar the Lords 
hands betor eyou take them, they arc not ſancti. 
hedunto you, you have not a lawful uſe ofthem, 
you have no right unto them, 

Beſides, my Beloved, it is that which the Lord 
commands in every thing, HMake your requeſts 
knowne in every thing, that is, whenſoever you 
neede any thing,make your requeſts knowne; 10. 
in every thing giue thankes, And thertore the leaſt 
wecan doe when we have received, and doe need 
lo many mercies, is to give thankes, and to {ecke 
to him ſo often, from day today. 

Moreover, do not our hearrs ncediir arerhey 
not readiero goc out of order,are they not readic 
tocontract hardneſle, are they not readic to goe 
from the Lord, and to be hardencdfrom Gods 
feare: Therefore this durie is needfull,in that re- 
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by prayer. Sothar, it you take common bleſſings | 
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gard, tocompoſethem, and bring them backe a. 
gaine in order, 

Morcover, doe not the ſinnes we commit dai. 
ly,pur a neceſfitie upon us of doing this,thatthey 
may be forgiven, and done away, and that wee 
may be reconciled to God againe: Therefore doe 
not thinke that it is anarbitrary thingtocall up. 
on God rwicea day, bccaule there is no particy- 
lar expreſſe command for it you conſider theſe 
places that I have named, and the reaſons, wee 
ſhall ſee there is a neceſſitic lies upon us to doe 
it. So much ſhall ſerve for that, I come nowto 
make ſome uſe of this that hath beene delive- 
red. 
Firſt,in that ſuch prayers,as the Lord accepts, 
are an expreſſion of holy deſires, ſuch delires as 
riſe from the regenerate part of a man : Hence 
then we ſee thatall naturall men are ina milera- 
ble condition, when times of extremitie come, & 
when the day of death comes, whenthereisno, 
helpe in the world,bur ſecking to the Lord,when 
all the creatures forſake them, and are notable! 
to helpe them, and there is no way to goe tothe 
Lord but by praier, if praier bean cfſect,andfruit 
of the regenerate part of a man, a carnall man} 
isnort able to helpe himſclfe, he is in a miſerable 
condition. Therefore let men conſiderthisthat 
pur all off to times of extremity. Putthecale,| 
thou haſt warning enough,at ſuch a time, put the! 
cale thou haſt the uſe of thy underſtanding, yet 
thou art not able to doe any good withourthus: 


tor, if there be not grace inthe heart, thoua! 
not 
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not able to make a \pirituall prayer to the Zora, 
that the Lord accepts. Theretore take heed of 
dferring, and putting off, labour to be rege. 
nerate, to have your hearts renewed, while you 
have time, and if thou be not ablc to call upon 
Gd in the time of health, how wilt thou doe it 
when thy, wits, and thy ſpirits arc ſpent and loſt, 
and in the times of fickneſle and extremitic 7 
Thercfore let thar be conſidered, which we doc 
bur touch by the way briefly. 

Secondly, if the Lord commandthis, if ir 
be the command of Ged, Pray contianally : Then 
rake heed ofncgleRing this dutic, rather be cx- 
hortedto be frequent, and fervent in it, to cont7. 
ue therein, and watch thereto with all preſeverance, 
ſt is a common fault amongſt us, cither we arc 
ready to omit it,or to Come to it unwillingly, or 
elle we performe it ina carcleſle and negligent 
manner, not conſidering,what a command lycth 
upon the ſons of men to performe it conſtantly, 
and conſcionably. I belecch youconfider this, 


leſus Chrizt, Chri#t dyed for this end, it coſt him 
the ſhedding of his bloud, That we throngh him, 
might have entrance to the throne of 7race: and will 
you let ſuch a priviledge as this lye (till 2 It you 
doe ſo farreas is in yon, you cauſe his bloud to 
de ſhed in vaine : for if you neglct the priviled- 
8s gotten by that bloud, ſo far you neglect the 
bloud, that procured them z bur to negle&t rhis 


the reaſon, why you abſtain from other ſins, why 
E: 2 you 
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you ſtcale nor, why you commit not adultery, 
and murther ; The rcaſon that you give, is, be-| 
cauſe the L o « Þ hath commanded you , Huh 
not the L o « »Þ commanded youto pray con- 
ſtantly, ar all times £ If you make conſcience of 
one commandement, why doc you not of an-| 
other ? | 
4 ..B08 Fs Conſider Daniel in this caſe,in the 6.vf Dane, 
vir he would not omit a conſtant courſe of prayer, 
Dan.6.10, he did itthrcetimesa day, and that was his or- 
dinary cuſtome. If he would not omit it to ſpare 
his life if hee would not omit it in ſuch acale of 
danger as thar, bo. will you omit it for buſi- 
neſſe, for a little advantage, for a little gaine, 
for alittle wealth, or pelte, or pompe, or plea- 
ſure, or whatſoever may draw you from that 
duric ? 

4 Doe but conſider what an unreaſonable, and 
The equity of | what an unequall thing it is, that when the Lord 
- gives us meate anddrinke, and cloathes, from 
day to day, when he gives us fleepeevery night, 
when he provides forus ſuch comforts, as wee 
have neede of, as there is not the leaſt creature 
that doth us any ſervice, bur as farre as he ſers it 
on worke to doe thar ſervice, for us to forget y 
him, and not to give him thankes, and not to þ 
aske theſe things at his hands, not to ſeeke unto l 
him, but to live as without God in the world, as we c 
doc when we neglect this duty : I ſay, itis apro- P 
teſſion of living withont God in the world; wee < 
are ſtrangers to him, ir is open rebellion aganlt 
him. Therefore take heede of omitting it, take 
| heede of neglecting ir, Beſides 
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| Belides all this, wee ſhould doc it for our 
.owneſakes, it wee confider what uſe we have of 
this dutic for our {clves. Is it not the key that 
openeth all Gods treaſures 5 When heauen was 
| ſhur vp,was not this the key that opened? When 
the wombes were ſhut up, was not this it that 0- 
pened £ You know, £14 o_ for raine; {owe 
may ſay for every other bleſſing. All Gods trea- 
ſures arelocked up, torhoſe that doc not call up- 
on his name, this opens the doore to them al, 
whatſoever they be that we have occaſton to ule, 
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this is effeftuall ; it doth it betrer than any thing 
belides. Tfa man be ficke,I will be bold to fay ir, | 
afairhfull prayer is more able ro heale his diſcaſe | 
than the beſt medicine; The prayer of faith ſhall 
heale the ficke, Tam.5 . Y ou know.,the woman that 
had the bloudy-#ſlue, when ſhe had ſpent all up- 
on Phyſicians, and could doe no good, then he 
comes to Chriſt,and offered a taithfull prayer ro 
him, that did it, when ſo many yeares phyſicke 
could not doe it. Belowed,if there be a Prince, or a 
great man, whoſe minde we would have turned | 
toward us, a faithfull prayer will doeir ſooner | 


: 
: 


[than the beſt friends. So it was with Nehemah, | 


» | Nehem. 1.11« 


youknow his requeſt, that the Lord would give | 
| him favour in the fight of the max; itwe be in = | 
\ſtrair;as it was in Joſephs caſc,if we haveany difh- | 
(cult matter to bring to paſle,this prayer and ſeck- 
\ingtothe Lord, wil expedite,and fer us ar liberric | 
loner, it wil finde a way to bring it about more | 
[than all the wits inthe world; becauſe it fers God 
|92worke, You have no power tO doe any _ 

| cr- 


A 
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A 
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The benefit of 
IT, 


Prayer the keys 
to unlo:ke 
Gods trea- 

lure 5s 


lamecs $- 


129k 


| Praycr prev9- 
| lent, 


| 


£ 
i 


6 
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way to hillthe 
hcacr with 1oy« 


lob.16.24+ 


Iames 5 23. 


Phil.4.6, 
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| 


| ved, )many would be more frequent in this duy, 


{ad,let him pray. Soit 1s in Phil. 4. 6. In all things 


Cerrainely a praying Chriſtian that is prevalen | 
and potent with God, (thar ſeckes to him) heig 
able ro due more than all the witches in the 


world,they ſer the divell a worke;but prayer ſer; 
God aworke, it fets him a worke to doe usgood, 


and to hcale us, and ro deliver us out of extremj- 
ties:and therefore, I ſay,for our owne ſakes, even. 


out of ſelte-love,and tor common comforts, you 
have ncedeto uſe this. Certainly, if theſe things 
were beleeved, (but you heare them, you give us 
the hearing for the time, bur if they were belce. 


they would not be ſo negligent in ir, or come in 
{o careleſlc a manner to it. 

Beſides this, I beſeech you to conſider this, e- 
very man defires joy and comfort,& commonly 
one thing' that keepes us off from this duty, is 
{ports and pleaſures, one thing or other, that we 
take delight in, which dampe and hinder usin 
theſe things, inſpirituall performances : Prayer 
is the bett way of all other to fillthy heart with 
joy, as we fee in 1oh.16.24: he faith there, ſn my 
name you have asked nothing hitherto, but now aske, 
that your joy may be full. This is one motive that 
Chriſt aferh to exhort us tobee frequent in this 
dury.thar our joy may be full: This Itaketobe 
the meaning of that of Lames 5 : If any man be ſad, 
{ct him prey, not onely becaule prayer is ſurable 
to ſuch adiſpofition, but likewiſe it will cheere 


him up, it is the way to get comfort ; If any 6: 


make your requeits knowne,and the peace of God ſhall 
keepe 


—— _— — 
— 


mnt 


—— —_ 
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eep you in the communion of Teſus Chriſt : That is 
it that brings peace,and quictneſle;and therefore 
there is much reaſon why we ſhould be conſtant 
inthis durie,it is that which quickens us,ir is that 
which fills us with joy,and comfort, and with 
| peace, which is thar cvcry one &ſtces. 
| Moreouer,conſider it isthy buckler,prayer is 
| thehelmer that keepes thee ſatezwhen a man neg- 
leds ir, when he ceaſerh ro goerto God by prayer, 
| when he once ſhewes himſclfeto be a ſtranger to 
the Lord by negleCting this duty, then hee ts our 
| of the pales of his proteRion, like the conies thar 
[20e out of their burrowes; tor ſo is the Lord to 
thoſe that pray, the Lord is a proteRionto thoſe 
[that call upon his name. The very calling upon { 
' his name, is a running under Gods wings, as it 
| were, that is, a putring our ſelves under his ſha- 
dow; but when thou negleReſt that, thou wan- 
' dreſt abroad from him. Now doe wenor neede 
' protetion from outward dangers, from day to 
 day?doewe not nced to be kept from the inward 
danger of firme and tempration? Surely praier is 
one part of the ſpiritual Armour,as we ice Fph.6. 
 Inthe compleat Armor of God,praier is reckoned up 


| 


the Apoſtle,Continue in prayer and watch to it with | 
'Preſeverance. And you have the more reaſon to | 
' doit, becauſe it is not only a part ofthis armour, | 
but it enables you to uſeall thereſt, to uſethe | 
| word, &to uſe faith, for praier ſtirs them up all. 
| Whar is ir ro have Armour, and notro have it 
rcadic:now praizr makes it readie. Therfore you 
| C- 4 {ce 


| the laſt, asthar that buckles up all the reſt; ſaith 
| 


—— 


Our ſatery 
conſiſt. 1116 


Eph.6. 


Praier rcach- 
cth to ule the | 
reſt of the ſpi- 

ritual armour. 


pn CC 


| 


- _—_ - 


| Mat25 41, 


Note. 


Wee cannot 


love Chriſt, 
bur wee muſt 


call yponhime 


| —— 
CO 0 OO TOO 


24 | 


I I I Io rn 


: enough, I hope my heart is in a temper good 
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CE 


{ce Chriſt preſcribes the ſame rule in Mat.26.41; 
Pray that ye enter not into temptation : aSiftha; 
were the way to-ſecure us,and to ſhelter us, ang | 
to keepe us ſafe from falling into rempration. 1: 
is athing I would adviſe youto, to pray, andto/ 
ſecke ro the Loracontinually. Therefore, if we 
ſhould uſe onely this reaſon to you, to becon. 
ſtant in this duty, becaule it is for your ſafetie, 
it were ſufficient. You know, whena manis as 
Citty whoſe walles are broken downe, when hee lies 
expoſed to temptation, he is ina dangerous caſe, 
So I may ule this Dilemma to you, It you havea 
diſpoſition, if yourhinke thus, I hope I am well 


enough, Iam not now expoſed toany tempra- 
tion, I teare nothing,make this argument againſt 
thy ſelfe, Why docInegle@ ſogood agale, if 
my heart be ſo well diſpoſed to pray, why doe 
I thenomit it £ Againe, ifthere beany indiſpo. 
ſition in me,why doc Lhazard my ſelfe { wharif 
Saran ſhould ſer upon thee * what if the world 
ſhould ſer uponthee * what if a ſutable remprati- 
on agreeable to thy luſts be offered? artthounor 
in danger? and therfore a conſtant courſe ſhould 
be kept in it, we ſhould rake heed of being negl- 
_ init. And will a mannow profeſle thar 
opes he is the ſervant of God,and in a goode- 
ſtare, although he do not pray ſo much as others, 
(we ſpeak not of frequenc Enply, bu of ſucha! 
performance as is required)I ſay,to profeſſethar| 
thou art aſervant of Chriſt; and that thouloveſt| 


him, and thar hee is thy husband, and that thou 
| art 


A 


mt — 


C— 
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——— — 


2rthis ſervant, and yctthoucalleſt notupon him 
| from day to day,this is an idle thing, it is impol- 
(ible; if thou diddeſt love him, thou wouldeſt 
| expreſſe thy ſelfe in calling upon his name.$hall 
a friend that is but an acquaintance to us, .in 
whom wee dclight, come toes, and wee are 
willing to ſpend many houres with him z and 
ſhall we profeſle our {clves to be friends of God, 
and him to bea friend of us, and that we delight 
in him,and yet negle& this duty? This is acom- 
mon thing amongſt you, when' you ſeea man 
that medirates all his matters himſelfe, or ifhee 
doe open his minde, and tell them to ſome bo. 
die elſe, ir muſt bee ſuch an one as profeſſeth 
to beatriend ro him ; now if this friend ſhould 
never heare from him, nor hee ſhould never 
peake ro him, or if hee doe,it is in ſuch a neg- 
ligent manner, as it may appcare,hee doth not 


truſt him, hee doth not regard what he can doe 
for him, and he doth it ſo ſhortly, that hee can ! 
ſcarcely reHwhat the buſineſſeis ; I ſay,in ſuch a / 
cale, would you not reckon his profeſſion of 
friendſhip to bean idle, and empric profeſſion : 
Now apply it tothy ſelt,thoſerhar ſay they have 
communion with God, and they hope their c. 
ſtate is good enough, they Rand in good tearmes 
with him, bur yer,if they be in any neceſlity, for 
all the marters and occaſions that fall our from 
| day to daie, either they thinke of them in them. 
[dves,. or they are apt —_ to declare them 
t0 man, or if they goe to God, they doe it neg- 
livently, they poaſt over the marter, ſo asthey 


— 


have 


Simile, 


If we be friends 
ot God,wee 
nut acquaint 
han wick our 
ſtate by 

prayer . 


| 
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have ſcarce leiſure to expreſſe themſelves and 
their doings; doe | wa thinke hee will take ſuch 
for friends £ and doe youthinke, that this is + 

true, ſound and hearty profeſſion? Therefore 
( to endthis) I belecch you conſider jr, | 

and rake heede of being remiſſe , and 

negligent in it; you ſee it is a com. 
mand from the Lo x », 
Pray continually. 


And ſo much for this time, 


i. THES. 5. 17. 


Pray continually. 


= Ot to repeat what hath bin dc- 
SM livered,burto preſs this point 
LN on us a little further, (for, 
3) what is more neceſſary, than 


4-1 that wee ſhould keepe a con. 


ſtant courſe in this durie,fince 


For 


R—_ the verie life of Religion con. | 
fiſtsin it 211 addethis toalll prefied inthe mor- 
ning, that if you do negle& it, it expoſeth youto 
great diſadvantage, both for the outward man, 
and for the inward man, and there are bur theſe 
wo that you necde to care for. 


The omiflion 
of it doth diſ- 
advantage 
men. 


——_— 


28 


1 


man - 


Simnle. 


2 


lob 15:44. 
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In the 0:1tward 


In the inward 


For the outward man, it deprives you of th: 
— : put thecaſe, you have never ſo good 
c 


{ucc 


A —— —— 


—— 


in your enterprizes , put the caſe you | 


have outward comforts inabundance, yet ſtill | 


the bleſſing is wanting; and not onely ſo, but it 
uncovers the roofe, as it were, andthe curſe is 
rained downe upon your tables, upon your mear 
and drinke, upon all the endeavours, and all the 
enterprizes you take in hand. We conſider not 
what-we doe, when we neglect this dutie, what 
dangers we expoſe our ſelves unto from daieto 
daie;- for, it is onething to haye outward com. 
forts,and another thing to have the bleſſing with 
them, 

Beſides, conſider what loſle you ſuffer inthe 
inward man, when you neglect this duty at any 
time; for that is readie we diſtempcred, and 
to goe out of order, it is ready to conradt hard- 
neſſe, to contrat ſoils, ſpirituall graces ready 
rodecay. Ir falls owt with mans heart, asitdoth 
with a garden thar is negl-&cd ; it will quickely 
be overrunne v-1th weedes, if you looke not di. 
ligently to it, and:che way rolooketo it, is con- 
ſtancie in this dutic. Thar's a notable place, 70 
15.4: when Eliphaz obſerved ſome — in 
Tobs affe&tions (as he apprehended it) he tells him 
that the ſpeech hee ved was not comely, bur 
vaine,and finfull: and what then? Surely 1ob(faith 
hee)thon reſtraineſft prayer from the Lord : Asit he 
ſhould ſay, It is impoſſible, 7ob,that thou ſhoul. 
deſt fall into theſe diſtempers, if thou diddeſt 
keepe thy courſe conſtantly in this duty ; there- 


— 


fore | 


——— K— —_ - m—_ 


D— 
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Age 


: 


(fore ſurely,faith he,thou reſtraineſt prayer from | 
che Lord; So itis wirh us, let us reſtraine prayer 
from God, and diſtempers will arile quickly in 
[our ſpirits, worldiy-nundednefle will be readie | Inward diftem- 
| 'ce 1] Il be a : | pers arile, If 

[rogrow upon us, wee ſhall be apt to be carnall, | 5,42 nes. 
we ſhall forget God, and forget our ſclves, and | ledted. * 


forget the good purpoles, and defires wee had: 
and therefore that you may keepe your hearts 
| in order, you muſt keepe a conſtant courſe in this | 
| dutie : for if you doe, (though your peace bein. | 
rerrupred, this will repaire1t againe, it will make | 
| up the breaches againe, though there be ſome | 
[diſtempered affe&tions, that grow upon us, yer | 
prayer will compoſe all. As fleepe maton/ > | Simile. 
drunkenneſſe,ſo prayer will _ the aflecti- | 
' ns, a man may pray himſcltefober againe, no- | 
thing doth it ſooner, nothing doth it more effe- | 
| Qually ; and this you ſhall finde, thatas you,ci- | 
| 
| 


[ther omir it, or flight it over, ſo youſhall tinde 

a proportionable weakeneſle growing upon the 

inward man, as the body fecles, when it neglc&- 

eh cither fleepe, or dyer, or exercile : there. 

fore, to end this exhortation, letus beconſtant 

nit, | 
; Onely remember this, ( when we exhort you 

thus to keepe aconſtant courſe, for which you | 
neard ſo many reaſons in the morning, I ſay, re- | 

member this caution) thar if it be pertormed in a | none —_ 
lormall, or in a cuſtomary,and overly manner, | ny on 
You were as good to omit it altogerher : tor the | v.rly mance, 
Lord takes not our praycrs by number, bur by | 

Waight : when ir is an outward picture, a dead | 

| carcaſle ! 


a .. 
———— —_—_ 


Wee w:rre 2s 


«9 0 OG -—— 
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When prayer 
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a' ight, 


Smile. 


Smile. 
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| which you pray. If aman ſend his ſcrvant togoe 
| to ſuchaplace, it is not his going to and frothat| 


— —— 


carcaſſe of prayer, whenthere is no lite, no fer. 
vency in it, hee regards it not. Bc nor deceived 
in this, it is a very uſuall deccit, it may bee; 
mans conſcience would bec upon him, ifhee| 
ſhould omit it alrogether , and therefore when 
he doth ſomething, his heart is ſatisfied, and 
ſo hee growes worle and worle : therefore 
conſider, that the very doing of the durie, is! 


| hot that which the Lord heeds, but hee will! 


have it ſo performed, thatthe end may be 0h. 
rained, and that the thing may be effected, for! 


he regards, but hee would have him to diſpatch} 
the buſineſſe; ſo inall other workes, hee cares 
not for the formality of performance, but! 
would have the thing ſo done, that it may be} 
of uſe ro him : If youſer a ſervant to make a firc 
for you, and he goe, and lay ſome greene wood 
togcther, and perhaps put a few coales under, 
this is not to make a fire for you, but hemuſtei- 
ther get dry wood,or he muſt blow till it burne, | 
and be fir Ge uſe: ſo when your hearts arcunhi, 
when they are like greene wood, when you come | 
ro warme them, and to quicken them by prayer 
to God, it may be you poſh gver this duty, 2nd 
leave your hearts as cold, Md as diſtcmpered as 
they were beforc : My Be/oved,this is not to pet- 
forme this duty. This dutic is cfte&tuzlly pertor- 
med, when your hearts are wrought upon by it, 
and when they are brought to a berter tune, and 


to a betrer temper than they were before = 
ade 


The Saints daily Exerciſe. 


| nd finfull luſts there, your bulineſſe is ro.worke 


| them out by prayer, to reaſon the matter, to cx- 
|poſtulare the thing before the Lord, and not to 
vive over , till you have ſer all the whcel:s of 
| your ſoule right, till you have made your hearts 
' perfet with God, and if you finde your hearts 
[too muchcleaving to the world, you muſt weane 
them,and rake them off, if you finde a deadnefle, 
aud unaptnes, and indiſpoſition in you, you muſt 
life up your ſoules to the Lord, and not give 0. 
ver till you be quickened;and this is to pertorme 
the dutie in ſuch a manner as the Lord accepts, 
otherwiſe it is an hypocriticall performance : 
for this is hypocriſic, when a man 1s not willing 
toler the durie goe alrogether, nor yer is willing 
20 performe it fervently, and in a quicke and 
nw manner: for heethar omits it alrogether 
is a profane perſon, and hee that pertormes it 
zealouſly, and to purpoſe, is an holy man ; bur 
an hypocrite goes berweene both, hee would 
doe ſomething at ir, but hee will not doe ir 
throughly. And thercfore, it thou finde that 
(thou haſt {1:bbered over this dutic from day to 
day, that thou pcrformeſt ir ina negligent man. 
ner, and p'rtuncorily, know thar i is an hy- 
pocriticall performance; and therefore when we 


| 


: 


(pend ſo much time in exhorting you toa con. | 
ſtant courſe in this dutie, ſtill remember, thar | 
you muſt performe it in ſuch a manner, that it 
may have aq and lifein ir, that it may be ac- | 
ceptable to God, and doe good to your owne | 
hearts, to bring them toa more holy frame of 

grace, | 


—_ 


Er 
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grace, and toa berter temper, than, it may bee, | 
you found rhem in, when you went about the 
dutic, 

And if you object now, I, butir yi 
much time to doe this ? 

Indeede, one common caale,among all thereſ;, | 
that keepes us off from the thorow perfornunce 
of this dutic, is this : but (to ſpeaketo thatin a 
word) remember this, that the time that is ſpent! 
in calling upon God, hinders you not in your | 
buſineſſe, though it ſceme to hinder you, and! 
though ir takes ſo much fromthe heape, yerin. 
deede it increaſerh the heape;as it is (a11 ot tithes | 
and offcring, Bring them !n, and thinke not; that | 
becauſe you leſſenthe heape,thar you are poorer | 
men : no, ſaith the Lord,it will increate vour | 
ſtore, 1 will open the windowes of heaven, and you | 
ſhall have ſo much the more tor it, ſo it istrucin 
this caſe. In other things you cc it well enough 
You know, the baiting of the horſe hinders nor 
the journcy, and the oyling of the wheele, and 
the whetring of the ſirhe, though there be a ſtop 
inthe worke for atime, yct,as our common lay. 
ing is, A whet is no lct,and the doing of this isno 
impediment, 

Secondly, pur the caſc it were, yet is it not the 
greater bufineſſe 2 whar is it that you getby all 
your labours, and travailes 2 if it be riches, it 
comes not into any compariſon with grace, and 
holineſſe, with rhat riches wherewth praycr| 
makes you rich. Bur, ſay itbe ſomewhat mote| By! 


noble thai thar,as lcarning, and knowledge ; yet | BF 
what | | 


—_— 


111 coſt us 


——_————_—— 


— — 


F 
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what is that to the renewing of Gov s 1nage in 
us? were it not better to ſpend time to ger grace 
to make vs rich to God, to make vs to ger ſt rength 
in theinward man, to paſle throughall varicties 
of affitions, in getting that which ts the chic- 
|feſt excellencie of all others tor is not that the 
beſt excellencie? When Adam was in Paradiſe, 
the having of Gods Image, you know, it excelled 
all otherexcellencies in the world, an4 fo it doth 
ſtill, and the more you pray, the more you get 
of this 1»2age: for a man of much prayer is al. 
waics a man of much gracc, it much increaſerh 
thoſe ſpirituall gifts, which are better than all the 
ourward things you can get Dy your =—_— 
ment and diligence inthem: therefore, I fy, 
though it doe ſpend you much ime, yet know 
as Chriſt ſaid to <Mary) hee that praics much, 
though he bee a great loſer in other things, yer 
he chooſeth the better part. 

Laſt of all, conſider this, whenthou commeſt 
to offer ſacrificeto God, wouldeſt thou offer thar 
which coſt thee nothing? If thy continuing in 
prayer, and ſpending much time in it ſhould coſt 
theeſome diſadvantage inthy affaires, and ſhould 
lole thee that which another gaines, that thou 


——— 


gerteſt not ſo much knowledge, as another man 
doth, thou doeſt not ſo much in thy trade, in thy 
bulineſſe, thou doeſt not ſer things in order, as 


[thou mighreſt haue done, yer know this, that it 
[8 great wiſedome to make our ſervice to God 
Coltlyto us, you know Davids choiſe: Shal offer 
| to the Lord that which coſt me nothing? and thertore 

D he 


Ln OT 


———— 
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he would needs give the worth to Araunah the! 
Tebuſite for that which he bought; and therefore, 
ſince it is to a good maſter, that ſees what yoy 
doe, that knowes what it coſteth, and what lofle 
you are at, and withall, thatis willing and able | 
ro recompence it, why ſhould you ſhortenthis | 
buſineſle, and poſte it over, becauſe of other | 
occaſions, and other bufinefle that youhavero' 
doc? | 

Oh, but a man will ſay further, I am willing 
to doe it, but I am unfit for it, and it may bethe 
longer I ſtrive, the moreunfit I grow. 

Tothis I antwer, firſt,in generall, if thou doe 
it as well as thou canſt, though thou doe itnot ſy 
well as thou wouldeſt, in this caſe, God accepts 
thewill for the deed, when man puts his ſtrength 
ro it, whenthere is no indiligence in him, when | 
there is no lazineſlc, ( for in that calc he wiljnot ! 
accept the will for the deed, but) whenaman 
doth his vemoſt, as thoſe that would have given 
more, and could not, their will was accepted for ! 
the deed, in 2 Cor. 8. 12. I fay, whenthoudoeſt | 
what thou canſt, when thou ſpareſt no labourto| 
ger thy heart upon the wing, toraiſe and quick-| 
en it, and to inlarge it to this duric : there God 
accepts it. , 

Bur againe, I adde further, there is an unskil- 
tulneſſe in going abour this dutic : many times 
when we arenot fit,we thinke to make our ſelves 
fitter, by ſpending time in thoughts, and medita- 
tions before, which I denie not but they may be 


profitable, bur yer this I will propoundto you 
that 


Y 
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7 NOR 


[that the beſt way to fit our ſelves to this duric, | 
| when we finde an indifpoſitionunto it, is, not to | 
ay till we have prepared our ſelves by medita- | 
tion, bur to fall preſently upon the dutic, (I will 
give you the reaſon of it) becauſe though apre. 
paration is required for the performance of eye. 
ry ſpiritual dutie, yer, the remote preparation is 
[that which is intended, and meant, when we ſay 
| wemuſt prepare : for,if we ſpcake of that which 
[is immediate, the very doing of rhe dutie is the 
| beſt preparation to it. For example, it a man 
| wereto runne a race, if he wereto doe any bodi- 
[ly excrcile, there muſt be ſtrength of bodic,he 

muſt be fed well, that he may have abilitic; bur 
[the uſe of the very excrcile it tele, the very par- 
[ticular a&,that is of the ſame kind with the cxcr- 
(cile,is the beſt to fit him for it : ſo in this dutic of 
| prayer, it is rrue, tobe ſtrong in the inward man, 
to have much knowledge, to have much grace, | 
makes a man able and fit tor t2edutic ; bur it you 
[peake of the immcdiate preparation tor it, I ſay, 
the beſt way to prepare us is the very duty ir 
(clte; as all actions, of the ſame kinde, increaſe 
the habirs, ſo prayer makes ns fit for prayer; and 
that is a rule, The way to godlineſſe is inthe compaſſe 
| of godlineſſe it ſelfe ; rhar is, the way to grow in 
[ay grace is the excrcile of rar gercc. 

| It s a pointthat Luther preſied, and he pre. 
cd it out of his owne experience, and this re. 
[fon heuſerh, In this caſe, ſairh he, when a man 
[80cS abour to fir himſclfe, by working on his 
| owne thoughts, now he gocs about to over = 
2 LS 


) WE 


—— 
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By labourin z 
a2ainſt ind1;- 


our owne 
ſtcength, we 
are more in- 


targlc d. 


Obwlt. 


eMnſw. 

7 Impediments 
in prayer, t 
wakes it dithi- 
cult, 


conſider this in generall, that, indeed, it is not 


it is, makes us more to flight it, and cauſeth 
= 


his unfirneſle by his owne ſtrength, and tocon. 
tend with Satan alone, but when a man feeleh 
an indiſpoſition, and goes to God by praier, ang 
reſts on Gedto fit him,herakes G 0 » s ſtrength 
ro oppoſe the indiſpoſition, and deadneſle of his 
lcſh, and the temprations of Satan, that hinder 
him,and reſiſt him, Therefore = ſhall findthis 
to be the beſt way to fit your lelves for prayer, | 
namely,to performe the duty.It you ſccke to ex. | 
pedite, and devolve your ſelves out of your un. 
fitneſle, by the working of your owne thoughts, | 
commonly, you involve your felves farther into 
thoſe labyrinths,and are caught more and more, 
Bur this I ſpeake by the way concerning matter | 
of unfitneſſe. The maine anfwer to this objedti. 
on,is that which I gave you betore,that ifa man 
doe what he can, and doe it faithfully, and in fin. 
ccrity, that indiſpoſition ſhall not hinder him, 
but ſtill remember, it muſt be done, it isnot an 
excule to vs, at any time,nor ought tobe, that; 
we ſhould omirghe durtic wholly, under pretence'| 
of an unfitneſle, 
Thirdly,a man is ready to ſay again, Bur I find 
many difhcultics, how ſhal I doto removethem? 
The beſt way hereunto, is the very naming of 
the difficulties to you, that you may knowthem, 
and make account of them; therefore you mult 


an cafie thing to call vpon Go » conſtantly : 
our miſprifion of the dutie , our reckoning of 
it, that it is a more facile, and caſtething, than! | 


us | 


——— 


om 


————— —— 
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us not to goe about it with that intention, which 
otherwiſe we would, bur confider a litrle what 
it is. The dutie is very fſpirituall, and our 
hearts are carnall, and ir is no caſte thing to 
bring ſpirituall duries, and carnall hearts roge. 


——. 


——— 


Beſides, our natures are very backwardto 
come into the Lords preſence, partly by rea- 
ſonof his great glory, by reaſon of his Majeſty, 
who wal; in light unacceſſible; and our weake 
eyes are apt to be dazeled with it, and partly out 
ofan unaccuſtomednes, we are not uſcd rot, and 


that are wilde, and are not tamed to our hands, 
ae ready to fly from us, ſo backward is our na- 
ture ro come into his preſence. 

Againe, the variety of occaſions hinders us,e- 
very thing kcepes us backe; if a mans heart bee 
cheerefull, it is apt rodelighr in other things, if 
a mans heart be {ad, onthe other (ide ; if it be a 
light (adnefſe, men are ready to drive it away 
with company,and with ſports, and with doing 
other things ; and ifthe ſadneſle be great, wearc 
bidiowel up with anguiſh oof ſpirit, and then a- 
ny thing is caficr than to pray,as you may lee by 
ladas, 1t was cafier for him rodilpatch himlelte, 
than togoe and call upon God, fo it is with men, 
when they have exceſſive griete, when their an- 
guiſh of heart is excceding great : lo that, whe- 
ther a man hath a cheerctull diſpoſition, or a 


therefore we are ready to fly from him,as beaſts 


lad,wherher rhe ſadnes be great or ſmal, ſtill you | 


ſhall finde a difficultie. 1fwe be idle, and have 
D 3 
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nothing to doe, our hearts will bee poſleſt with 

vaine thoughts ; and, if wee bee full of buſineſſe, 
that diſtracts us alſo, and indiſpoſeth us onthe 
other ſide : ſo ſtill there are impediments, 
4 Bur there is onegreat impediment,among the | 
Worldly cares. | reſt, and moſt common, which is worldly cares, 
and worldly-mindednefle, worldly carcs hinder | 
| prayer, and ſpirituall conterence, and | 
the holy Low tun ret every dury;and | 
therefore if you finde a difficulty init, looke nar- | 
rowly, if that be notthe caule. 
Fo Againe, another great cauſe of this difficultie 
Ng fab | in prayer, of ſuch backwardneſſe toit, of ſuch 
and prove | indiſpoſitiontoir, is, becauſe wee doe not well 
dence. coniider the nature of God, we want faithin his 
power, and in his providence, we doe not con- 
ſider, that he hath thardiſpoſing hand, which he 
hath in every thing that belongs to us,in health, 
inſickneſle, in povertie, in riches, in goodſuc- 
ceſle, and ill ſucceſle : for, if we did ſeethe pro- | 
vidence of God, and acknowledge it more, wee | 
| ſhould be ready to call upan him, bur this want | 
| | of faith in his providence, that the Lord is not 


When we are | ſcene in his greatneſle, and in his mighry power, 
ſo backward to 


pray to God, 


this cauſeth men to bee backward to leeke to | 
him, bur very forward to ſccke to the creatures, 
When we have any thing to doe, of any conle- 
uence, we are ready to poſte from this manto 
that man, and from this meines to that meanes, 
bur very backward,and negligent to goto Godin) 
| prayer, to have thething brought to paſle that| 
wee deſire, and this arileth from want of _ 


a... AM 
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and from ignorance of God, and our not confi. 


deration of hitn. 

Beſides, Satan hinders us exceedingly in this 6 
die; for heknowes of what moment it is, and | $299 bn- 
n what conſequence, and therefore he doth as | 
[the Aramites did, he fights not againſt ſmall nor | 1 King,12.31. 
| great, but azainſt the King, he knowes it is this | 
[dury which quickens every grace, it is the grea- | 
[reſt enemy which he hath, and it he can keep us | 
\from prayer, he hath the upper hand of us, hee | 
hath wreſted the weapon out of ou: hands, hce | 
bach diſarmed us, as it were, arid then he may | 
doe what he will with us. 
| Likewiſe the ſins we commit eſpecially grofle | 
| finnes, they area great hindrance to this dutic, | The commitſi- 
[and keepetrom the ſpirituall,and cheerefull per- | gh 8 
| formance of it: for ſinne wounds the conſci- | * 
[ence, it disjoynerh and diſmembers the ſoule, | | 
{anda disjoynted member, you know, is unfit to | 
| doe any buſineſſe; yea, when the finne is healed | 
[and forgiven, yer there is a ſorenelle left in the 
(heart, though ſome aſſurance of pardon ſhould 
follow upon the commiſſion of a great ſinne, ſo | 
[that that is another impediment. I muſt not | 
(and to reckon up many, we ſhall findcnough | 
(by continuall experience. | 

Onely this uſe we muſt make of it, thar, it che | /e 1. 
impediments be ſo many , and the difficulties | *pa*courens | 
that keepe us from a conſtant courſe in prayer, | ,; wo ers 

YTT, | gainſt theſe 
and from the performance of it topurpoſe, fo | impediments. | 
great, then we muſt pur on a reſolution to breake | | 

[ 


Smile. 


throughall, and lay it, as an inviolable law upon | 
D 4 our * 
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our ſelves, that we will notalter. Let us thinke 
with our {elves that the thing is difhcult, ang 
will coſt all the care, and all rhe intention tha; 
may be , yea, when thou haſt overcome the difh. 
culries at one time, it may be, the next day, thoy 
ſhalt meet with new conflicts, new diſtem 
new affections, new ſtrength of luſts, anda new 
indiſpoſition of minde will be onthee, and there. 
fore he that will be conſtant inthis duric, muſt 
put on a ſtrong reſolution; as it was the laying of 
a holy man, one ofthe holieſt men that theſe ar. 
ter times had, that he never went to pray to God 
but he found ſo many impediments, that exc 
he bound himſelfe by an unalterable reſolution, 
that he rcfolved notto breake upon any occaſi. 
on, he could never have kept a conſtant courſe in 
it, or, if he had, he ſhould never have kept him- 
ſclfe trom a formall, cuſtomary performance of| 
it, But I will adde no more, to preſle this upon | 
you, there hath beene cnough ſayd, I beſeech! 
you confider it, 

Now that which I promiſed inthe morning! 
ro doe, which is, that that doth exceedingly 
ſtrengthen us to the performance of this dutie of 
calling upon God, of praying continually, ( which 
we are here commanded to doe ) 15to remove 
certaine objeions, which are in the mindes of 
men, that ſecretly weaken the eſtimation of this 
truth, and inſcnfibly takes us off, when wee! 
marke them not : for, Beloved, when wee are lo 
negligent in ir, ſurcly there is — that! 
is the cauſe of it, and if wee could finde the 

cauſe, 


—— 


— 
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cauſe, and remove it, wee could not ſpend an 
houre better. 

The objeRions, that are commonly in the 
hearrs of men, are many, I will name to you bur 
theſe foure briefly : 

Firſt, a man 1s ready to ſay, what need I ſpend 
ſo much time, and be ſolarge in the expreſſion 
of my wants to God, when he knowes them * 
[cannot make them better knowne to him, hee 
knowes them well enough already, and there- 
fore what needeth it 2 

To this I anſwer (ina word, becauſe it is an 
objetion that hath not much weight in it ) that 
tis true, the Lord knowes thy wants, bur with- 
all, he will have thee to know them , becauſe o- 
therwiſe thou wilt nor ſeeke to him, thou wile 
not ſet a price upon the things that he beſtowes 
onthee, thou wilt not be thankfull ro him, when 
he hath granted them, and therefore you ſhall 
finde our Saviour Chriſt uſeth this very argu- 
ment, asa meanes to quicken usto prayer, {ay- 
Itg, Towr heavenly Father knowes what you have 
wed of; what then Shall wee nor therefore 
pray? Yes, ſaith he, therefore pray yee the more 


- | earneſtly, and the more importunarely ro him : 


for fivce he knowes your wants, he will be more 
ready to heare your requeſts. 

[but it will be ſaid againe, that he dothnot on- 
ly know them, bur healſo meanes ,and purpoſerh 
to beſtow them : for he hath made apromiſeto 
us, and his promiſe is firme and ſure, and God 
Is juſt, and muſt keepe his promiſe, and when he 


hath 


— 
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hach tully purpoſed it, what needs ſo much 
praying to bring it to paſle* 
eAnſw. 1. I an{wer, the promiſes of God are tobewn- 
Though God | Jerſtood with this ſecret condition annexed, I 
ys 4 will doe ſuch and ſuch athing for you, if you 
uponcoaditi- | pray,though it benotexpreſſed: and therefore we 
** | ſee when God promiſed things in particular, yer 
ſtill they prayed, and prayed earneſtly, When 
i Kino. 18. 41, | Þe promiled El:ah hat it ſhould raine, yer, wee 
© 43, | ſee, heprayed,and contended much in his praier 
when hce made a promile to David, that hee 
would make him an houſe, yet, you know, David 
vent to the houſe of the Lord, and ſate before 
him, and madecarneſt prayer, as is recorded in 
2 Sam.7-11 | the 2.0f Sam.S0 Daniel had a particular promiſe, 
_ is. \and yet he prayed, and prayed long. The exam- 
ple of our Saviour Chriſt is without exception, 
who had all the promiles ſure to him, yer, you 
ſee, he prayed, yea, he ſpent whole nights m prayer , 
and therfore you mult underſtand it, that though 
you have a promile made, though che thing ke 
never ſo ſure to you, ycr it is to be underſtood 
with tha, if youcall upon God. 

And why the Lord will have you doe it, 1 
ſhewed you many reaſons in the morning, wee 
will adde thisto it : What 1i the Lord will have 
thee call upon him, though hee purpole to doe 
the thing,cven for this end,thatthoumaieſt wor: 
ſhip him : For, what is it co worihip the Lord? 
you ſhall finde this uſuallin the old Teſtament, 
T he people bowed themſelves and wor (hippea, orthey 
ell upon their faces and worſhipped. The meaning 


IS | 


| 
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pre to worſhip God is nothing elſc, bur to 


acknowledge the worthinefle that 1s in him. As 
when you doe worſhip toa man, you doe uſe ſo 
much outward demeanour and obſervance to 
him, as may acknowledge a worth in him above 
another man : outward geſture, that is the out- 
ward worſhipping of God,the inward worſhip is 
inwardly to acknowledge his attributes. Now 
you ſhall ſee, prayer gives an acknowledgement 
of his attributes molt of any thing : for he that 
prayes to God, he doth,in ſo doing,acknowledge 
his omnipreſence, and his omniſcience ; that 
heares that which the Idols of the Gentiles could 
not doe, that hee knowes the ſecrers of mens 
hearts, thar neirher men nor Angels can doe, 
Againe , it acknowledgeth his Almightie 
power, that hee is able to doe any thing for 
that is preſuppoſed, when we come and {ceketo 


Againe, it acknowledgeth his mercy and his 
goodneſſe ; that he is notonly able, bur excec- 
ag ilag to helpe. 

gaine, it acknowledgeth his truth,thar as he 
hath promiſed, ſo, I make account he will per- 
torme it,when I go and ſecke to him; ina word, 
all the attributes of God are acknowledged in 
prayer, Therefore, therein you worſhip him in a 
[peciall manner,when you goe and {ceke to him, 
and pray to-him, in ſo doing you acknowledge 
him,yea, you acknowledge him to be a Lord and 
afather , as when weſce achilde runne toa man, 


and aske himbleſſing,when we ſec him —_— 
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food, and rayment, wee ſay, ſurely ſucha man 
is his Father, ſo this very praying to God, i; 
a worſhipping of him, becaule ir acknowledgeth 
his attributes, and his relation to us, and ours tg 
him. 

But againe, thirdly, it will be objected, 1 
bur, alas, what can the endevours or the pray. | 
ers of a weake man doe * can they changethe 
purpoſe of Almighty Goa, if he doe not in- 
tend to doe this thing for me, ſhall I hopeto al. 
ter him * 

For anſwer to this, Ifay this, in briefe, tha 
when you doe call upon God, he is nor changed 
by your prayers, but the change is wrought 
in you, as wee have fſayd to you heretofore, 
whena phylitian is —_— unto by his pati- 
ent, the patient deſires him earneſtly to give 
him ſuch a cordiall, and ſuch reſtorative Phy. 
ſicke, that is pleaſing to him, the Phyſitiande. 
nyes him long, yer inthe end, he yeclds untoit, 
Why 2 not becauſe there is any changein the 
Phyſitian, bur becauſe there isa change inthe 
patient, he isnow fitted for this, before hee was 
not : ſo then the Phyſitian yeelds now, whereas | 
before he refuſed, and yer the change is inthe | 

atient, and not in the Phyfitian: and therefore, | 
loved, when you goe abourto ſtrive with Gud | 

in prayer, when you contend, and wraſtle with | 
him, ( for ſo we ought to doe) when you ule ma- 
ny reaſons to per{wade him, you alter nor him, | 
but your (elves: for thoſe arguments that you | 


| uſe,are not ſv much to perſwade him to helpe 


you,! 


_ 
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* 


| you, as tO perſwade your hearts ro more faith, | Argumcnes in 
to more love, to more obedience, to more.þy- | prayer are ner 
| militic, and thankefulneſſe; and that indcede is | fun 
the reaſon, why prayer prevailes with God, not | ſelves, 

[that the very ſending up is thar, that prevailes 
with him, but becaulc a faithfull, and a ſpiritual! 
prayer puts the heart in a better diſpoſition, fo 
that a man is now made rcadie to receive a 
bleſſing at G © v $ hands, that before hee was 
not : So that, when youthinke you draw God 
toyou, with your arguments, in trurh,you draw 
your {elves ncerer to him , as whena man in a 
ſhip pluckes a rocke, it ſeemerh as if he pluck- 
ed the rocke neerer to the ſhippe, when as the 
ſhippe is plucked neerer to the rocke:lo,T ſay,we 
draw our ſelves necrer to the Lord, and when 
wee draw neercr to the Lord, in praicr, and 
there is a ſpirituall diſpoſition wrought in our 
hearts, by the exerciſe of this dutie, then in- 
deede the Lord drawes necre ro us, to {end vs 
helpe, and ro grant our requeſts, that we put 
vp to him; .and therctore, that you ſhould 
marke by the way, that any praicr, asithath a 
higher pitch of holincfle in affection, and as it _ - 
hath ſtronger arguments in ir, ſo it is aberter | © 
prayer, not becauſe this praier ſhall prevailc 
with Go » more, or, that the cxcellencie of | 
this praicr ſhould move him, but becauſe this | 
pitch of holy affeion, and ftrengrh of argu. | 
ment workes vpon your hearts: for the ſtrength 
of arguments moves your underſtanding, and | 
the holineſſe of affeftion puts your will in a | 


frame | 


mn. 
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trame,and [o diſpoſerh your hearts,and fits you, | 
as the parient,we ſpake of beforc,is fitted, when | 
the Phyſitian is willing to givethe thing hee de. 
fired, 

Bur thc laſt obje&ion, which indeed is more 
than all thercſt,is this ; 

A man is ready to ſay, we ſee there are many 
men that doe not call vpon Goa, and yet enjoy 
many mercies : it may be, a man can ſay with 
himliclfe, when he did nor uſeto pray, he had 
health, and fleepe, and proteCtion. 

Againc,on the other fide, he hath prayed for 
ſuch and ſuch things, and yer they have not heen 
granted. So this objection hath two parts, that 
a man hath obtained bleſſings, without prayer, 
and againe he hath prayed, and yer hee hath not 
obtained the bleſſings hee ſought tor, ar the 
Lords hands. 

For anſwer tothe firſt, that men doe obtaine 
many bleſſings that doe not pray, (as how many 
young men are there, and old men too, that 
have health, and wealth, and peace, and libertie, 
and abundance of all things, and yer, cither they 
ſeeke not to God, orif they doe, yer not in an ho- 
ly and ſpirituall manner)and therctore this obje- 
&ion had need to beanſwercd ; and therefore 
I anſwer briefly : 

Firſt, though they have theſe bleſſings, yet 


miſe of them, they cannot build upon them; 
whereas they are ſure mercies to the rightcous 
man, he can build upon theſe bleſſings : tor hee 

hath 


©. 
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hath a-father to goe ro, whoſe love he knowes, | Men that have 
- - CH01, Ir - 
2nd hee hath ſuxc promiles to build on , the 0- — 
ther, though hee hath them, yer hee is ina flip- | them uncer- 
|pery place, when he enjoyes them , it is an ac. | *#"*- 
'cidentall rhing, he hath them frory the hand of 
| 2n enemie, and he knowes not how long he ſhall 
| enjoy them. 

But I anſwer againe ( which is the chiete an- | Auf, 3, 
ſwer tothis objection) thatrhere is a great deale | Difference be- 
of difference betweene having bleſſings through | Veene. having 
the providence of God, and berween having them | through . 
from the mercy of God, and by vertuc of lus pro- | providence of 

. | | God, and fiom 
miſe, and out of his love tous in Chriſt Teſus. A | the loveof 
[narurall man may have many bleſſings of God, | God. 

(ſo God ſaid that he made Jeroboam a King, hce | 

[gave him a Kingdome, and many ſuch paſlages | 

| weſhall finde, when men come unyuſtly to them, | 
2hedidrothe Kingdome, yet God ſaith, hee did | 

{It, that is, it was by his providence ) and yer hee | 

| : (> » | 

| hath them not in mercy : for if thou haſt theſe | 

| bleſſings, health and ſleepe, and luccelic inthy | 
| terpriſes, from day ro day, and yet thy heart | 
[tells | within, thatthou haſt nor ſought them | 

|atthe Zords hands,as thou oughteſt, 1fay ro ſuch | To have our- 
[LE and marke it ) it were better for him that | wr things 


NR — 


x withour prayer 
he ſhould want them : for ccrtainely, when hee | ,, — 


[hath them, in this manner, he hath them withour | vanetbems 

a bleſſing ; yea,he hath them with a curſe, and {0 | 
had better ro be without them, as ir had bin ber- 
terfor Ahab to have beene without his vincyard, 
and as it had beene better for Gehez:, ro have | 


gone without his reward, that he had of Naa- 
man | 


EIS 
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| man the Aſſyrian, (for you know he had the le. 
proſfic with it: ) it had beene berter for the chil. 
dren of 1/7ael to have gone without their quailes, 
for you know the curſe that followed, death 
went a long with them, ſo,when a man ſhall have | 
peace and proſperity,andabundance of all things | 
| withour ſeeking them ar the Lords hands, from | 
| day to day, I ſay, he were better to have want. 
' ed them, for there goes death together with 
them. It is ſayd plainely, that eaſe ſlayeth the fae. 
' liſh, (that is to ſay) this very proſperity, this, 
| thriving, (notwithſtanding aneglecting of pray- 
er, and of holy duties) I fay, it carries deatha- 
| long with it, as the obtaining of the Vineyard, 
brought death to Achab, the getting of the King. 
dome was the deſtruction of 7croboam, and there. 
fore men have little cauſe to comfort themſelves 
with this,that they injoy many bleſſings, and ne- 
Anſw, z | ver pray forthem. 
Many things Bur, to anſwer this poynt morefully, I ſay, 
veſtoncd 9® | many bleſſings are beſtowed vpon men, nor for 
forthe Chur- | their owne ſakes, but for the - ar ſake. A 
chesg»0d | man may have ſtrength of body, hee may have 
great cif of mind, he may have great ſucceſſein 
uſing rhoſe gifts, he may bring great enterprizes 
to paſſe, ſo that you may truely ſay, the hand of 
God is with him, all this may bce done , not tor | 
his ſake, but for the ſake of the Church, and glo- 
ry of God ſome other way, that hee might doe 
ſome ſervice, as you ſee, it is plainely ſaid 
Iſay.45. 4 | of Cyrus, (1ſaiah, fortie five, verie 4.) ſaiththe 
Lord there, For Jacob my ſervants ſake, and for F 
rae 
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| 
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[fenine eledts ſake I have called thee by name, and | 
| have erven thee this great power, and all this great 
ſacceſſe,although thou thy ſelfe have not knowne mee, 
|{Marke) Cys was a moſt proſperous man, 
| Geds hand was mighty with him , and yet all | 
' this was not for his owne fake , bur for the | 
Churches ſake : ſo you may thinke iris when | 
men proſper , many times, it is not for their | 
' owne fakes, bur ro fulfill fome other end of | _—_—_ 
| Gods providence; and: therefore, marke this, | "7m 
{and kcepe it for a rule; if thou proſperin thy 
enterprizes, if thou enjoy wealth, and peace, | 
|and abundance of all things, and know thar | 
[thou doſt not ſeck ro God, from day to day, thar | 
[thou keepeſt not thy heart right and ſtraight, | 
'and perfe& before him, thou doeſt not call | 
[upon him , in an holy and ſpirituall manner ; | 
|certainely it is for one of thoſe cauſes, thou haſt | 
{it without a bleſſing, and with a curſe, thou haſt | 
it for other ends, and not for good to thy {elfe, | 
[and therefore thou haſt it very ——_—_ it 
[may be rooke from thee, thou knoweſt not how | 
loone ; yea, and this thou ſhalt be ſure of, that | 
It ſhall be taken fromrhee then, whey of all o. ; 
[ther times it will be unfirreſt for thee: asa theefe | 
comes ata time, when men leaſt looke for him, | Swe. 
lo deifrudtion comes ſuddenly upon theſe men : 
| God cuts them , as a man when hee would have 
[treesto die, hce loppes them in that ſeaſon, that | $;aile. 
of allothers is the unfirre{t, when the ſappe is in 
thetree,when the lopping will cauſe them to wi- | 
ther; ſo the Lord will ſtrike them in ſuch a ſea- 

E ſon. / 
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Anſwer to the 
'{ ſecond part of 
the objeRt.on. 


Anſw, 1 
Our prayers 
oft times arc 
amiſle in one 
of theſe three 
relpeR . 


Firſt,in repcR 
of the princi- 
ple whence 
they flow, 
when they arc 
bur naturall 
defite's, 


| —_———_ 


ſon, Ir is quite contrary withthe Saints, he cuts 
them in due ſeaſon, hee lopps them in due time, | 
thar they may grow thebetcer for ir, it is good | 
tor them. 

But now for the other part of the objeCionit 
may be, many among you are now ready to ſay, 
I have prayed for ſuch and ſuch things, and] 
have bcene carneſt, and yet the Lord hath de. 
nied mc : My Beloved, if we can ſatisfiethis ob. 
jeion, wee ſhall then rake this impediment a-| 
way, that wee propound in this objection, that! 
hath theſe two parts. Therefore to this Ian- 
[wer : 

Firſt, if thou haſt not been heard in thy pray- 
er,confider, if thou haſt not prayed amiſſe, it 
is a common fault among us, __ wce have 
ſpent much time in prayer, and it may bewee 
have ſpent time in faſting and praying, andthe 
thing 15 not granted ; wee prelently lay it upon 
the Lord, that hec hath not heard, whenmany 
times the caulc is in our not praying as wee 
ought ; it may be thou haſt bcen very carneſt, 
and therefore thou hopeſt thou haſt done ve. 
ry well : Irell thee, thou maiſt be very carneſt, 
and importunate with the Lord, when it may 
be no more but a natural defire;when a man hath 
need to be directed in a difficult caſe, that much 
concernes him , when he hath necd ro be extri- 
cated, and taken out of ſuch adifhcultic, and} 
ſtrair,whercin he is involved, when he hath necd} 


thatnature ; I ſay,a man may be carneſt withthe 


of ſucceſſe,in ſuchan enterpriſe, or any thing ot 


Lird 
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Lord in ſuch a caſc, and yer hispraycr may be | 
amiſſe, ir may not be a ſpirituall prayer, it may | 
not be anexprefſion of holy defiresfo the Lord , | 
for they only prevaile with him;not that the na- 


| rurall arc exclude 
they may adde windes to the faylcs, though ho- | prayer. 
ineſſ may guide the rudder, and keepe the | Smile, 
courſe, and make the ſtcrage, yet naturall de- | 
fires may make us more importunate, and may | 
jadde muchtoir : therefore, I ſay, conſider thy 

Praycr. : : 
Conſider againe, whenthou haſt ſought ſo car | Secondly inre- 
neſtly to God, whether it be not to be;ow it upon | Pome | 
thy lu;ts,as the Apoſtle ſpeakes, Jam. 4. 3. when | are for the fa- | 
thou haſt a buſineſſeto be performed, it may be, | © ono! 
thou art carneſt with God, but haſt thou not "meg 
aneyeto thine owne glory,to thine owne praile | 
[and credit in it * when thou waſt carnelt for | 

health, was ir not thatthou mughreſt live more | 
deliciouſly £ when thou defireſt wealth,and ſuc- 

celle in thine enterprizes, that rend rom-nd thy | 

ſtate, is it not our of ſome ambition © you know, | 

that deſire is condemned, 1f any man w:ll be rich, | 

Is it not a defire of greatnefle 2 would you not | 
'be ſomebody in your place, and fer up your | 
' houſe and family : Such things indecd God be- | 
|ſtowes upon men, bur to have our defires pitched | 
uponthem,and to pray for them in that fenle, 1s | 
amiſſe;and my rule for it is in the firſt ro Ti-w0thy | 1 Tim.5 g. 
the ſixth Chapter, the ninch verſe; If a man will 
be rich, &4c. that is; when a man defireth ex- | 

ceſively, when he defircth more than food, and | 

E 3 ray merit 


Natural! d-, 
ſires not ex« 


uded, (thatis not my meaning)for | cjuget in ue 
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rayment convenient for him : now the natural] af. 
When the na- | fe jon is degenerate into a luſt : for when any 
e1;rall aff-Ction O . ) 
Jevercrares | affection excceds , itcealerh to bee an affeRion, 
into aluſts and begins to be a luſt : and therefore where it is | 
ſaid, Ifany manwill be rich, &c. itss (aid after, 
it 15 a luſt, | 
Queſt. Bur you will ſay, how ſhal a man know, when 
EY he prayeth to beſtow that, which he prayerh for, 
upon his luſts ? 

eMuſw. I anſwer, If a man conſult with hisowne 
How to know | heart, and deale impartially with himlclfe, hee 
when wee pray : 4M _ 
arg may know what his ends are, but if you cannot 
things on findc it out that way,you may know it by the ef- 
our maſts fe, you may know it by the bills you bring in, 
What is the expence of the things God hath be- 
| ſtowed on you, when hee hath pur a price into 
your hands, conſider how you beſtow it, If a 
Simile. ſteward have a great ſumme of money, that his 
maſter hath truſted him with, and his bills bee, 
that hee hath beſtowed ſo much 1n riot, ſomuch 
in fine apparell, 8&c. but there hath beene bur 
ſo much beſtowed for his maſters advantage, it 
is an argument he hath ſpent it ill : ſo when wee 
ſee there hath beene ſo much health ſpent, ſo 
much time, and ſo much ſtrength, in tollowing 
our owne plots,and our owne worldly bulineſle, 
without reſpc& ro God, not ſerving God, and 
| men in our calling, as wee ſhould doe, and that 
there hath beene little time beſtowed in prayer, 
in reading, in making our hearts perfect with 
God, in taking paines with them from day to 
day ; I fay, if wee looke. upon the bill ofex- 


pence, 
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pence, and conſtder how we have beſtowed our 
rime,our health, our ſtrength,our wits, from day 
today,and our ſpeech, (for that is one price that 
we have in our hands, by which wee may doe 
good ; it is as a bucket by which wee may draw 
trom others; and likewiſe it is a ſpring,and foun- 


raine, wherewith wee may teed others, with the 
waters of life)conſ{1der, how we have Jaicl our al! 
theſe things and by that we may know, how 
we are diſpoſed to uſe the bleſſings we tecke tor 
at Go v s hands, whether wee ſecke them to 
beſtow them upon our luſts, orto ſpend thoſe 


wedoe it for our owne luſts, in this calc,I ſay to 
you,goe and amend your prayers,and Go Þ wil 
amend your ſpeeding. We muſt doe in this caſe, 
25 an angler doth when he hath throwne the bait 
into the river, ifit ſtay long, and catch nothihg, 
he rakes up the bait, andamends it, and when 
he ſees itis well, hee then continues,and waites , 
lo wee muſt doe in this caſe,it thou pray, and 
pray long, and havenor obtained the rhing thou 
prayeſt for, looke diligently to thy praycrs; lec 
whether they be right or no, if they benor, a- 
mend thy prayers,and G © Þ wil amend his rea- 
dineſſe to heare thee , if thou finde they be fin- 
cereand hearty, mingled with holy deſires, and 
notwirh carnall and corrupt afteftions, then let 
the” bair -lye ſtill, thar 1s,. continue to pray 
and to waite, and the L o x Þ will come in due 
time, 

Bur this is not all, though it bee one thing ; 


gifts ro our Maſters advantage ; and, if we finde | 


= 4 behides, 


Sumaile, 


Smile. 
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2 
InreſpeRof 


the manacr, 
when they are 
uttered care- 


leſly. 


What moves 
God to doe us 
good and evill. 


| 
| e/Dnſw. 2 
God giants 


our prayers oft 


times,yer; 


Firſt,net in 


that manner, 
as we delue, 


| when thou thinkeft thou art nor heard, thouart 


beſides, when thou art nor heard, conſider, if | 
thou haſt not prayed amiſle; it is a common 
faulc amongſt us, when we [ucceed not inany 
thing, wee attribute it ro many other things, 
but not to our remiſneſſeand careleſneſle in ſeek. 
ing to God; if a man want ſleepe, if hee finde 
ſicknefle and weakneſle, and diſtemper of bo. 
dy, hee thinkes that he hath eaten amiſfle, and 
conſiders not whether he hath prayed amiſle; if 
a man have miſcarried in his bufineſle, he begins 
to thinke, whether hee havenot beene improvi- 
dent, whether he hath not dealt fooliſhly, whe. 
ther hee hath not omitted ſuchand ſuch meanes, 
as he might have uſed, he never thinkes whether 
hee have prayed amiſſe, and rhart indecd isthe 
cauſe of our: miſcarrying, and not commonly 
the thing which wee attribute it unto : for 
though God be not the immediate cauſe, you 
know hee is the great cauſe , There is no ill, that 
he hath not done : and that which moves him is 
alway grace and finnz; that which moves him 
to doe us good, 1s our obedience to him ; that 
which moves him ro the contrary, is negle& 
on our part. 

Bur to anſwer further, ſuppoſe thy prayers 
bee right, yet thou muſt conſider this, that 


oft times deceived, and therefore you muſt 
reQific that miſconceit. As for example,ſome- 
ties when wee would have the thing in one fa- 
ſhion, God beſtowes the ſame thing upon us in 
another ; and therefore thou maiſt be deceived 


in 
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inthat ; it may bee, a man prayes earneſtly, that 
hee may have a ſtrong body, to doe God (ervice 
withall, it may be, that ſickneſſe of body makes 
him doe him better ſervice, becauſe it keepes 
him inmoreawe, it weanes him more from the 
world, and makes him more heavenly minded, 
You know the caſc of Paul, he would faine have 
had that luſt raken away that is ſpoken of, 2 Coy. 
12.9. and why * ſurely the thing he would have 
had, was to have his heart in an holy, andright 
frame of grace ; now,though Pax! had it not that 
way, that hee looked for ir, yer hee hath it ano- 
ther way, the Zord increaſed in him the grace 
of humulity by ir, hee ſaw his owne weakneſle, 
and the power of Chriſt the more; and when 
this was diſcovered unto him hee was con- 
tent, 

Itis all one,wherher a man be preſerved from 
the blow of an encmie, or have an helmet given 
him to keepe ir off : it may be a man prays for 
money, mfr eſtate, if God provide meat and 
drinke, and cloaths immediatly, in ſtead of this, 
is itnotall one 2 It may be another would have 
a greater degree of conveniencie, for his dwel- 
ling houſe, and many other things ; it God give 
him a body able tocndure that which is more 
courſe,all is one,as if he were provided for more 
delicately, It - is all one, whether a Phyfitian 
quench the thirſt of his patient by giving him 
beere and drinke, that is comfortable unto him, 
or by giving him barberries, or ſomewhar elle, 
that will doe the thing as well. 

E 4 Ir 


2 Cor,12.9, 


Simle, 


Smile. 


—— —— 
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2: Not by thoſe 
meanes,which 
we propound. 


Inftances. 
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| from -wounding of us : I might give you more 
| inſtances, though the Lord give thee not the 


It is all one, whether the Lord keepe an e. 
nemie from _ hurt, or that he gives us, 
ſtrong helmet, a buckler to keepe off theinjury 


thing in the very manner that thou wouldeſt 
have it, yet hee will doe it in another man- 
ner. 

Secondly, as we are deceived inthe manner, 
ſo we are deceived in the meanes oft times, in 
ſeckingro God. When a man praycs,he pitcheth 
upon ſuch a particular meanes,and thinkes verily 
that this is the way, or none, it may bethe Lord 
will finde our another way,that thou diddeſt ne. 
ver dreame of. Paul prayed to have aproſpe. 
rous journey to Rome, hee little thought, that 
when he was bound at Jeruſalem, and poſted up | 
and downe f om one priſon to another, God | 
was now ſending him to Rome, yet he ſent him, 
and ſent him very ſate with a great company at. | 
renging upon him, he ſent him it may be ina bet-| 
ter manner than hee himſclte would have gone, | 
and yet it was by ſucha meanes, as he could ne-| 
ver dreame of, Alſo you know, Naaman the Aſy..! 
114n, he had pitched upon a particular meanes,he 
thought the Propher would have ſurely come | 
forth, and have laid his hands upon bim,but to goe| 
and waſh in 1ordax,he thought his labour all loſt, 
and the requeſt which he made to the Prophet 
to no purpoſe , for it was a thing that he never 
thought of, it was a weake and poore meanes, | 


that he made no account of, yet that was the 
meanes! 


—_ —_—_ 
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| have prayed, that theſe mcanes might be uled, 
2nd God doth not ulethem, wee thinke preſently 
| we are deccived. Joſephthought verily Pharaohs 
| leward ſhould have wars the meanes to bring 
[the promiſeto paſle,and after that, Pharaohs but- 
ler = uſed as a meanes, hee deltred him to re- 
member him,and yer al this was not the meanes, 
but another, which he never thought of, which 
was a dreame of Pharaohs:the like was in the caſe 
of Mordecar, deliverance came a ſtrange way, a 
way that £Mordecai never imagined. Ahraham 
[thought verily that 1/mael had beene the ſonne 
|of the promiſe, but God tells him hee was de- 
| ceived, 1ſaac was the ſonne, in whom hee would 
| makegood rhe promiſe. So the 1ſrae/ites thought 
that Aoſes ſhould have delivered them, thart it 
thould have beene preſently true, that the yoke 
| of bondage ſhould have beene preſently taken 
off from them ; but wee {ce God went another 
way to worke, hee ſent Moſes away intoa farre 
Country, and the bondage was exceedingly in- 
creaſed upon them ; ſo that they thought they 
wereturther offnow thanever they were before, 
but in truth, they were nearer : for the increaſe 
of the bondage, increaſed Pharaohs fſinne, and 
made him ripe for deſtruction. Againe, it increa- 


harder, and to cry more fervently to God for 


2nd 


«d the peoples humility, it made them to pray | 


celiverance, and ſo it made them more fit for it, | 


meancs that God intended : 1o I lay,wee oft de- | 
 ceive our ſelves, wee pitch upon ſuch particular | 
| wayes, and when thicſc faile us, and when wee | 


' 


| 
| 


| 
| 


Note this, 
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We attribute 
roo much ta 


mcanecs. 


| and atthelaſt Moſes was more fitted tobee a 


deliverer , after he was ſo long trained up, and 
was ſo much humbled , ſo that when Ged ſcemes 
to goe a Cleane contrary way, yet it is the next 
way to bring it to paſle. Beloved, it isa common 
thing with us,we pitch upon acertaine particular 
meanes,werhinke ſuch a man muſt doe it,or ſuch 
a courſe muſt doe it, when the Lord intends no- 
thing leſſe. And the reaſon often is, becauſe, 
if we ſhould have deliverance, many times, by 
ſuch meanes, by ſuch men, and by ſuch wayes, 
wee would attribute too much to the meanes, 
Therfore, we ſee,when Gedeon had a greatarmy, 
the Lord would not doe it, it was too great for 
him ; andthereforewe lee to what a ſmall num. 
ber he brought it: ſo ofttimes menthinke, oh 
if I had ſuch a mans helpe, or if Thad ſucha 
meanes, it would doe the thing, it would bri 

the eterpriſe to paſſe : when we make too nk 
account of ir, the Lord, it may be, caſts away 
that, which ſeemed moſt irs boy and (even as 
hee doth moſt of his workes, as hee builds his 
owne Kingdome, by the moſt fooliſh andim- 
probable meanes of all other, ſo) often hee doth 
our bulineſſe by ſuch meanes, that wee leaſt 
dreame of: therfore be not diſcouraged, Suppoſe 
we pray,that ſuch a great Prince ſhould raiſe the 
Churches, that ſuch a warre, that ſuch anenter- 
priſe, and projet may doe it ; pur the calerhe 
Lord will not doe 74 are wee then preſently 
undone * and is there no helpe, becauſe ſucha 


battaile 


— 
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Laraile is overthrowne, becauſe ſuch a Ki g 
did not ſucceed, becauſe ſuch a Generall had 
not ſuccefle, according to our expectation * Tt 
may be thar is notthe Ways theLox Þ will 
helpetha Church afrer another manner, that we 
dreame not of; and ſo fora mans ſelfe he hath 
bulineſſe ro be done, or hee is in diſtrefle, and 
would have deliverance, and he thinkes this 
is the way, or none; and therefore hee'is ear- 
neſt to have ir done : now it is good, in this 
caſe, to leave it to the L © x Þ, to make our 
requeſts knowne to him ; and when wee have 
done that, to be no further carefull, bur leave it 
to the L © x Þ, to doeit his owne way : heis 

It you take a skilfull workeman, and ſay 
no more to him bur thus : Sir, I pray you, 
doe mee ſuch a thing, if it were the bringing 
of water, or the {crting/up of a building, it 
may bee, hee will goe a way to worke, thar 
thou knoweſt not what it meanes, and yer 
thou wilt truſt him : why then wilt thou not 
truſt G o v, and ſuffer hin: to goe his owne 
way 2 and when thou art crofled 1nthar thing, 
wherein, it may be, of all others,thou wouldeſt 
notbe croſſed, it may be, it is the beſt way of all 
y to bring therhing to pale, that thou de- 

© . 
Againe, as wee are deceived in the manner, 
and the meanes, ſo likewiſe wee miſtake the 
tne > it may bee the Lox Þ is willing rodoe 


the thing, bur not in that rirae, thatthou woul- 
deſ} 


Smile, 


Thirdly,or got 


1N QUT times 
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Smile. 


Wee muſt nor 
take Gods de 

layes for dcni. 
alls. 


Note. 


Why God de- 


ferres to an- 


Iwer us. 


Note. 


| deft have him. Whena man prayes to bedeli- | 


vered from fuch a trouble, aud fuch adiſtreſſe* 
and affliction, hee thinkes the time very lone, | 
and faith, hee is not heard, becauſe hee is not | 
delivered preſently : wee would all have the 
ſmarting plaiſtcr pretently tooke off, but the 


Lerd is wiſer than wee, {( as the phyfitian| 
| knowes what belongs to the paticnt better than 


himſelfe) though hee doe it not preſently, yer 
he will doe it. Theretorefay not, thou art not | 


heard, thon muſt take heed of taking delayes| 


for . denialls, the Lord will deferre to doethe! 
thing, yer. he will doe it, and doe it inthe beſt 
feaſon : for this is a generall rule, Gods time i; 
the beit time, When thou commedſt to pray for 
a thing, thou wouldeſt have it done preſently, 


and thou thinkeſt it is the beſt time, all the con- 


troverſie betweene God;: and thee is, which| 


is the fitteſt:time to-have'ir done, thou thin- 
keſt ir may beprelently; Gel, it may bee, will 
doe ita yearc hence; ſurely hee is the beſt choo. 
ſer,and wee ſhall finde it. fo. And therefore 
bee: content 'to waitehis leafure , hee hath many 
ends in deferving it, it maybe to try thy faith, 
( as hee did the faithiof the Canaanite, ) and 


therefore hee would inot heare , it may beeto | 


increaſe thy: holineſle,-vo pur thy heart into a 
berter temper, and therefore he deferres longer. 


- | He' meant to- doe thr for 1acob; that hee did, 


yet he ſuffered 14c0b to'wra#le all night, and yet 
he would not doe-it till the inſtant of the mor- 


ning appcared-: fo it was with Daxicl, the att | 


{wa 


— 


| The Saints daily Exerciſe. i 68 


pn CNS 


| fer went forth when hee began to pray , yer | 
| hee would have him inſtant, and continue in | 
| prayer ; fo(I fay) rhe Lord hath many ends why | 
| hee deterres, let us be content to take his owne 
| tume, 
| Laſt ofall, conſider this when thou ſeckeſt to | eAnſfw. 2 
' the Lord, to have any thing done, 1t is poſſible | COEUR 
that it may croſle ſome other paſlage of his pro- = ects 
 vidence ; and 1n this caſe thou ſhouldeſt be con. | of Gods pro- 
[tent to be denied. c— 
| Bur, you will ſay, why may not both be ac- | 0%je#. 
| commodated ? 
| I anſwer, ſo they ſhall, though thou ſee not | 4»/v. 
how; it is not with God as itis with man : if | 
2 man doe a goodrurne to one, when two be- | Simi. 
come petitioners, hee muſt needs doe an ill 
| turne ro anddher , but God compoleth all for 
the beſt. - 
As for example, Da v 1 Þ delired much 
[to build a Temple, the Lord had another cnd, 
hee. had refolved in his providence to make 
$a1.0m ow the builderof it , indecd this was 
much better for D a v 1 Þ : for what more had 
| Dav1 Þ gotten, if hee had done it ? the Lord 
cave him as full a reward, as if hee had done it : 


| for hce tells him, that for that purpoſe of buil- | 
[ding him an houſe, he would build hun an houlc: | 
| ſoDavy 1 Þ had his cnd to thefull, though | 
. $ 1LOM Ox built thc Temple. SoforIsra! L, 
' [the Lord kept the CANAANITES among 


them, bur ir was for their profit: there are ſome 
paſſages of Go » s providence, that it wee 
knew, 


—— 
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knew, wee would yeeld to this, thar it 5 
berter, that it ſhould bee fo, than other- 
wiſe: and therefore it is better, 


in ſome caſe that we ſhould 
bee denied. 


So much for this time. 


EIELLE, 4 TITITIT EST > 
JP KS: ® . 


SERMON. 


t THE S.5.17. 


Pray continually. 


remaines, ſomething more wee 
might adde, for the anſwering of 
this, for the time of Gods gran- 
ting our petitions,and for the mca. 
ſure,wee touched ir the laſt day a little. 

For thetime, wee are deceived ; in thar wee 
thinke, when God deferres, he denies; for many 
umes God deferres for ſpeciall reaſons, and yer 
be grants the requeſt, inthe ficreſtrime for us, as 
the phyſirian knowerh the fitteſttime to give the 
patient phyſicke of one kinde or another ; and in 


| 


Ow wee proceed to that which | 


| 


this 


Ao 


See pav.5 9, 


Smile. 


Ld - " *__ Ts cap 7 mo gy _—_—S 


I I 


— —— — —_ 


CCI LESS a ee nn 


Swmile. 


Foure reaſons 
of Gods defcr- 
rin? to 2rant 
our requeſts. 

I 
Torty our 
faith, 


2 


To humbleus | may be more humbled;as you knov/,Pan! praycd | 


more. 
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this we muſt yceld to God, as hee doth all his | 
workes inthe fitteſt tume, ſo hee grants our pe. 
titions in the fitteſt time , there 1s an appointed 
time for any deliverance tobe granted, for any 
bleſſing , for any comfort that we need, and 
have at his hands. Now, if our {clves were Tud. 
ges, wee would have things done for us in the 
moſt inconvenient time, wee would have the! 
ſmarting plaiſter pulled off, betorethe wound be 
healed, whereas 1t is beſt tor us to have it kept | 
on: Beloved, you ſhall finde, that God divides be- | 
tweene Sathan and us, in this calc, as we {ce Rev 
2. 10. Sathan ſhall caſt ſome of you into priſon, and 
you ſhall be there for ten dayes : it was not fo long 
as Sathan would have had it,it may be,he would 
have had it ten and ten too; nor againe,it was 
not ſo ſhort as they would have had ir, but God 
{ers downe the time betweene them both : and | 
theretorewe muſt reſt upon him, and thinkethat | 
many times there is great reaſon, why weſhould | 
be deferred, when wee aske things at his hands, 
and you ſhall finde hcedeferres tor one of thele 
cauſes,tor the moſt part : 

Sometimes, for thetryall of our faith, as wee 
ſce,hedeferredrogranttothe woman of Canaan, | 
although he did meaneto grant her requeſt, yet 
hee deferred long, that he might put her to the | 
tryall; and you ſee, ſhe was no lo(er by it, bur 
when ſhe held our in her praycrs, ſhe had her 1c- 
queſt granted ro the full. 

Sometimes, hee deterres to grant it, that we | 


earneſtly | 


Cy —_—_ _—_—_ —_— 
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earneſtly, but God told him, that hee would dc. 
ferrehim, becauſe he needed more humility : fo 


m— 4 


| he deferred to grant the requeſt, that the men of 


Iþacl pur upto him againſt Beaxjazin, when the 
caule was juſt, and God intended to helpe them, 
yet they fell before their enemies twice, though 
they faſted,and prayed , his end was, as we ſec in 
the tex2, that they might be more humbled, that 
their hearts might bee more broken, that they 
might be more fitted to receive it, 
Againe,ſomerimes God deterres,that we might 
bee more able to uſe thoſe bleſſings that hee 
meanes to beſtow upon us : {o hee deferred to 
raiſe oſeph to preterment:{o he deterred to bring 
David ty the Kingdome, that thole afflictions 
thar-thek, endured might the better fit them to 
enjoy ſo great proſperity,as he had provided for 
them afterwards. 
And laſtly,he defers,that he might fer a high- 
er price upon his bleſſings, that hee _— in- 
haunce the price of them ; as the fiſher drawes 
away the bait, thar the fiſh might follow it the 
more: ſo God withholds blefhings, that wee 
might have a greater” edge {er upon our deſires, 
that wee might pray harder for them, that wee 
might prize them more, when we have obtained 
them. 
Now,as hee doth thus for thetime,and as we 
are often deceived in the time, in taking delayes 
tor denials ; ſo likewiſe wee are often deceived 
n the meaſure : many times G © Þ grants the 
things that wee would have, but becauſe wee 


—— — 


——— - - — 


To enable us 
| to ute his ble(- 
ſins when we | 


have thc.m. 


To make us to 
prize his bl: \- 
lirgs. 

Simale. 


Concerning 
the mcaſure, if 
Gud give us 
not 0 much as 
we 4»ke, 


have | 
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A lcfſc mealure 
may ſerve as 
well as a grea- 


cer, 


Cleared in in- 


ſtances. 


: Wealth. 
Plal, 3 7.16. 


Smile. 


| forts, yet if there be an emprtineſle, if there bea/ 
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havenot ſo large a meaſure as we expett ; there. 
fore we thinke we have it not at all,and thatthe 
Lord hath denied us our prayers, when indeed 
hee hath not : for alefler meaſure, many times, 
may ſerve as well as a greater : as Ged ſaith 
Paul, My grace is ſufficient for thee. Though the 
temptation doe abide upon us, if therc be ſufk. 
cient grace to keepe us in a continuall conflict, 
and warre againſt ir,if there be ſufhcicnt grace tg 
obraine pardon, rouphold,and to comfort us in 
it, it is ſufficient, it may bring usto heaven, we 
have a deliverance from ir, even when we ſeeme 
not to be delivered , though we have not fo full 
a victory,as we would have, yer that grace may 
be ſufficient. 

You ſhall ſee this almoſt in all the things wee | 
have occaſion to requeſt at Goas hands, that a| 
lefler meaſure may ſerve as well as a greater, 
Take it firſt in outwardthings, | 

A little wealth may ſerve as well as great re-| 
venues,as in Pſal. 37.16. little that the righteous 
hath is as much as great revenues to the wicked:bc- 
caule a little, when God ſhall fill it with his blel-| 
lings,it ſhall ſerve the turne as well ; but,if a man 
hath great revenues,and God blowes upon them, | 
and leaves an emptineſle in them , if a man have | 
great revenues, if hee have great outward com-| 


vanity inthem, if they be as the huske without 
the graine, as the ſhell without the kernell, as 
they are often, though there be a great bulke, 


| and they ſeeme very fit tocomtortus, yet they 
wi 


—  ___ 


| |to be kept from running our tothe deniall of his 


| 


| 


The Saints daily Exerciſe. 


will doe us little good ; whereas a little,on the 
other ſide, will doe much good : for in this caſc 
it is as it was with CAanna, T hoſe that had little, 
| jet they had ſufficient, and thoſe that gathered over, 
jet they had never a whit the more : thar is,for their 
' uſe and comfort. You know,the little that Danre/ 
had,it nouriſhed and ſtrengthened him, as much 
35 the great portion of the Kings mear, thar o- 
thers had; and therforea little,in this kinde,may 
ſerve as well as much, 

Andſo likewiſe, a little grace may be fouled, 
and improved, that ir may enable you to doe 
much, ir may preſerve you from finning againſt 
God, as well as a great meaſure. For the confir- 
mation of this looke to Rev. 3. $. which is a no- 
table place for this purpoſe: it is ſaid there tothe 
Church of Philadelphia,T hou hait a little ſtrength, 
they had but a lirtle ſtrength, and yer you ſee 
there what that licrle ſtrengrh did ': Thow haſt but 
alittle trength, and yet thou haſt kept my word, and 
haſt not denied my 'name : There were but two 
things for them to doe, to keepe his word, and 


—_—— 


name, and orher finnes : now the little ffrength 
they had, was ſufficient for theſe ends. Sothat 
welce, hee findes no fault with that Church , 
other Churches, that had more ſtrength, it may 


de, they fell into greater ſinnes. Bur this isa 
rule which is true, you will finde it true inall 
oblervation through the Scriptures, That ſome- 
mes taoſe that have great grace, yet. they 


may fall into great finnes, they may be ſubject 
F 2» 


TO 


_—_ 


2 Inſtance in 
grace. 


Rev.3.8. 


Thoſe that 
have more 
oDrace may fall, 
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ones Rand. 
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[ro ſome ſtrong prevailing luſt ,. as Pavid, you 
| know, had a gicar grace, and yer, we ſce, he was 
ſubz<& to great finnes together with it, 

And againe,a man may have but a little grace, 
and yer that little grace may beſoordercd, and 
husbanded, and improved, that thar little grace | 
may keepe him from finne, more than the other, | 
This muſt be-warily underſtood, not bur that 
great grace enables a man to doe greater workes, 
than the other, itenables aman, in the ordinary 
courſe, to refiſt greater remprations, more than 
lefle grace , but yer, ( Kay for our comtort, that) 
though a man have bur a little ſtrength, yer, asit 
Rev, 3+ is ſaid rherc in the ſame place; Rev.3. inthatlit- 
tle ſtrength, 7 have ſet 4 doore open to thee,it opened | 
the doore of hcaven wide enough , 1o thatno 


Note in what 
cnſe this 15 to 
JC taken, 


man-could ſhut ir. 
| z Inftance in And as we ſay of grace, ſo likewiſe for gifts, 
q gs fmaller gifts, 'meaner gifts may ſerve the turne 


many times, as well as greater gifts: for, you 
Simile, know, a little frngcr, a {mall hand may lerveto 
thread a needle, as well as a greater, and, it may 
| be, will doe ir better, for inthe Church there 
are varieries of: operations;'and variety of fun- 
Ctions;' and meancr gifrs may ferve for the dil- | 
| charge of ſome operations, of ſome ſervices tor | 
che Church, as well as greater. And therefore, :s| 
there are varicty of functions, ſotherc are varic- 
'ry of members, ſome ſtronger, ſome weaker and 
the weaker may ſerve, in =o caſes, as well as 
the ſtronger, a little Barke. may doe betterina| 


ſmall river, than a greater ſhiþpe ; ſo a man - 
, at 
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hath but meane gifts may ſerve meane capaci- 
nes,as well as greater, and better : and therefore 
thinke not that things are denied, when the 
thing is granted, not in ſuch a meaſure, And 
laſtly, to be fairhfull in a lirtle gift will bring as 
| greata reward,as to be faithtull in greater : Thou 
| haft been faithful in little, may make a man ruley 
| over much, and may bring a greatincreaſe of the 
talents atrer. Therefore letnot a man be diſcou. 
raged, if he have not ſo great a meaſure as others 
have, So likewiſe if a man deſire patience and 
ſtrength, to goe through all variety of conditi- 


ons, through all the troubles hee meers with: 

ſometimes the Lord layes _ burthen upon. 
a mans ſhoulders, and gives him great ſtrength | 
tobeare4t; ſometimes againe hee gives bur a lit- 
teſtrength, bur then hee proportions the bur- 
then to it; and is it not all one, whether the 
burthen be great, and the ſtrength anlwerable, 
or the burthen be lefie, and the ſtrength little 2 

Sometimes he takes away calanuity, fomerimes 
hee layes it upon a man, and gives him as much 
ſtrength as-wil beare it, and that is as good as if it 
were removed; elſe, what is the meaning of 
that, Tow ſhall have an hundred fold with perſecuti- 
on, bur that you ſhall have ſo much joy, and 
trengrh in perſecution, thatit ſhall be all one as 
if you wanted it: So we ſee Heb.5.7 when Chrit 
prayed tor: deliverance, in that great hqure of 
rial, the rexr faith, Hee was heard in the things hee 
feared,and yer, we ſee, the cup did not paſſe trom 


' 


| 


him, becauſe hee was ſtrengthened to beare it, | 
F --3 anc. 


Faithfulneſſe 


in lathe brings 


28 great are- 
ward as in 
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and fo it is in this caſe. And ſo much ſhall ſerve 
tor a full anſwer to that,that we be not miſtaken 
in judging our praycrs notto be heard, when 
rhey are heard. 

Andnow, Beloved, what remaines butthat we 
ſer our {clves to the duty, ro doe that wee areex- 
horted unto here,namely to pray continually, that 
1s, to pray very much, to keepe at leaſt,aconſtant 
nl in it; for, if wee doe negle&t it, wee doe 
butrobbe God of his mercies, we take them with- 
out his leave, 

Againe, weare guilty ofthe finne of unthank. 
tulnefſe: for we ought to give thanks in all things, 

Againe,we negle& his worſhip; for youknow 
prayer isa part of his worſhip, and the negle& of 


ir, is anegle& ofthat worſhip and ſervice we owe 
unto him, 

Againe, we ſuffer finto lye unforgiven,which 
Is very dangerous : we deprive our (elves of blel- | 
ſings, and bring acurſe upon our ſelves, aud we 
ſufter our hearts ro grow hard, and to be diſtem. 
pered : for from our negle& of my comes 
that deadnefle of ſpirit, that worldly minded. 
neſſe, and una to pray, to heare the word, 
and to keepe t , Whateclſeisthe reaſon 
of it, why thoſe that have beene forward and 
zealous profeſſours, in former times, have loſt 
their light, and are fallen from their place; I lay, 
what is the reaſon of it, when they were lome- 
rimes fervent in ſpirit ſerving the Lord ? That fre 


| was not kept alive with the fuell of prayer ; and 
, w 


hen| 


— 
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when they declined fromthat pitch, from that 

degree of faith, which they had obtained, you 

ſhall finde it commonly to ariſe from remiſneſle 

in this duty. Therefore wee ſay to ſuch, Repent, 

and amend, and doe your firit workes, thatis, uſe 

your former diligence, renew thar,and that will 

renew grace and ſtrength againe : therefore take 

heed of being negligent and remiſle inthis du- 

ty. We have great cauſe robe incouragedto it, 

for there is not a faithfull prayer that wee make 

ſhalbe loſt, bur they come up into remembrance: 

And therefore you mult conſider with your 

ſelves, not onely what youdoe forthe preſent, 
but what ſtocke of prayers you have laid up. You 

know, a inan may have much in bilsand bonds, 
as well as in preſent money; {o there is a certaine 
ſtocke of prayer,a cercaine treaſure laid up, that 
ſhall not be forgotten. The husbandman lookes 
not only upon the graine that he hath in his gar. 
ner, but hee lookes upon that which is ſowne, 

though it be our of his fand, yea,he reckons that 
the better of the two ; ſo thoſe prayers that have 
beene ſowed, (it may be, many yeares agoc) are 
ſuch as will bring in a ſure increaſe. Therefore 
let us be exhortedto be conſtant i n this duty, to 
be frequentrherin,ro continue in it-watching there. 
towith nm. 

And now wee have diſpatched this, wee wall 
come to anſwer ſome caſes of conſcience that 
fall our in the performance of this dury, which 
aredivers: 


on 


| 4 


quen-y,and 
dilizence 1n 


prayer. 
No faithfull 


Firſt, this is one ; Whar ſhall a man judge of 
F 4 his 


| Caſe, 


Renefit of fre- | 


prayer isloſt, } 


Nine caſes of * 
conſcience £co- 
cerain? praicrs 


rn ne 
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his prayers, when they are accompanied with 
wandring thoughts, whether thoſe prayers are 
ſuch as 50d wholly refuſeth,or whar he is to doe 
in ſuch a caſe, when hee is ſubject ro wandring 
thoughts, -ro vaniry of minde, and diſtemper in 
the performance of rhat duty * 

To this I anſwer, that wee mult diſtinguiſh 
of the cauſe whence theſe wandring thoughts 
ariſe, 

Sometimes they ariſe, not ſo much from our 
owne negle&, as from weakneſle, from temp. 
ration; and in ſuch a caſe God layes them not 
ſo much to our charge. As for example,one that 
aymes at a marke, and doth his beſtto hirthe 
marke, yer, ifhe hath a hand, or an arme, that 
hath the palſey in it,or if one jogge him while he 
is abour it, rhe fault was not ſo much in him, it 
was not want ofgood will to doe it, nor want 
of diligence ; bur cither it is his weakneſle, or 
it is an impediment caſt inby another : ſo irisin 
this caſe, this wandring of minde proceedsfrom 
a naturall infirmity and imbecillity, that hangs 
upon the nature of man, which is not ſo able to 
keepe it ſtlfe cloſe ro ſuch a ſpirituall buſineſle: 
and rhis God conſiders, for he is wiſe,and knees 
that we are bnt fleſh - When a weake ſervant goes 
abour a buſineſls, though hcedoe it not fo well} 
42S a ſtronger, yet a mans wiſe to conſider, tha: 
the ſervant is but weake : the Zord conſiders the 
naturall weakneſle thatwe are ſubje& unto, and 
hee deales mercttully with us, in ſuch a caſe: for. 
herein a man 1s as one that hath a bow in his 


hand, 


CO — 


ms. 
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baud, but hee hath a palſey arme,ard therefore he | 
cannot keepe it ſteddy, though he have a minde 
to doe it, 
| Buttheother caſc is, when he is jogged in his | z.Tewprarion. 
| ſhooting by another, that is, when Satan inter- 
rupts him, when hee is diligent to hinder him in 
| lucha duty ; in this caſe, God chargerh it not up. 
| on him, and doth not caſt us off, nor reject our 
prayers, becauſe of that : bur onthe other fide, 
| when- this wandring of minde ſhall riſe from 
| meerenegligence on our part, from profaneneſle, 
| from want of reverence, becauſe we doe not in. 
tend holy durics as wee ought, wee come not to 
them withthat conſcionableneſſe, with that care. 
tulnefſe as we ſhould doe ; inthis caſe now,jt is a 
great (inne, this moves the Zordto anger, when 
we performe the duty in that manner, when we 
doe not ſo much as ſer our ſelves about it with 
our ſtrength, but ſufter our mindes to wander 
withour any reſiſtance. 

Or ſecondly, when we our (elves bethe caule | 4; Volunary 
ofit,by admitting of looſe thoughes,by ſuffering | 7150 thoughns 
our ſelves ro be worldly minded, by ſuffering 
anindiſpoſition ro grow upon us, and nor labou- 
ringto reſiſt ir,and caſt it off againe. You know, 
when an inſtrument is out of tune, if the lefſon 
denever ſo good that is played uponir, yer ir is 
unpleaſant, becauſe the inſtrument is out of rune ; 
and whoſe fault is that © So, whenthou commeſt 
to God, and ſuffereſt thy heart ro be diſtem- 
pered before; and docſt not looke to keepe it in 


order, that is thy fin, as well as thy —_— 
a 


3- Neglinence. 


| 


How to pre- 


vent wandring 
thoughts in 
prayer, 


Samile, 


{ have necd of them, 
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and negletin the very time of the performance; 
And by this you may learne, how to judge of 
wandering thoughts inthe performance of this 
duty, and likewiſe you may ſee how to prevent 
them. The way to preventthem,is to keepe our 
| hearts in tune before, to have them ready,as th; 
wiſe man hath his heart at his right hand, thatis, | 
he hath it ready when he hath i to ule. When a 
man is toufe his horſe, he doth not ſuffer him to | 
' runneup and downe inthe paſtures wildely, bur 
will have him under bridle ; ſo we ſhould keepe| 
our hearts in frame, that they may be ready ro| 
doe us ſervice in ſuchan holy duty, when wee 


Secondly,we muſt be diligent, when we come 
to performe the duty, that though our mindes 
doe wander,yerwe may be ready to recallthem 
preſently,to ſer our ſelves toit with all diligence. 
So much for anſwering of this firſt caſe, 

- mth Caſeis, _ pon is todoe, 
w a irion to prayer, 
ſuch a dulneſſe and deadneſfe in him, t he 
knowes not how to goeabour the duty, and he 
thinkes, ifhe doe it, ut were as good be undone, 

Tothis I anſwer briefly, thar in all ſuch calcs, 
a man is bound notwithſtanding to performe it, 
let his heart be never ſo much our of temper, let 
there be never ſo great a dulnefle, and deadneſle 
of ſpirit upon him, yer he is bound ro doc ir, 

= you willſay, Why, bur I am altogether 
unfit. - d 
I anſwer, That a man by ſetting himſelfe yu 
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the worke,ſhall gather a fitnefſe,though he were 
unfit at the firſt. Youknow, members, that are 
benummed, yet by uſing them, they ger life and 
heat, and come, in the end, to be nimble c- 
nough ; ſo it is with the hearr,in this caſe, when 
it is benummed, the very ufing of it makes ir fit 
for the dury. You know, wood, though it bee 
grcene, yet, if it be long blowed, at the length it 
willbe dry,and take fire ; ſo it is with the hearr,a 
man bee long abour gerring it on the wing, 
et with —_ he . doc it; and rn 
fore he ought rodoe this duty in ſuch a caſe;yea 
ſo much the rather, becauſe there is never more 
need of calling upon God, than art ſuch atime : 
for then a manlycs moſt expoled to temptation, 
then, if any finne come, he is ready ro be overta- 
ken with it, hee is unfit for any thing : and there- 
fore, if ever he have need to call upon God, it is 
at that time. 
But you will ſay, It may be God wil not accept it, 
I anſwer briefly, Alchougha mans heart be ſo 
indifpoſed, that when hee hath done all hee can, 
yet hee can get nolife,hee can gerno hear inthe 
performance of ſuch a ny yet God may accept 
that.prayer, as well as that which is moſt fer- 
vent, And that you may underſtand this aright, 
you muſt take it with this diſtinion: 
This dulneſſe and deadnefle in prayer, it 
comes from one of theſe rwo caules: 
One is, when God withdrawes his owne {pi- 
( for there may bean helpe,when we perceive it 
: not) 


mm 


Stmile, 


Never more 
need to pray, 
than when we 
are moſt indil- 
poſed. 


Note. 
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not) but when he withdrawesthe na 


| 26 | 
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quickneſle of his ſpirit zandinthis caſe, if we doe 
our duty, if wee doethe beſt weecan, the Lord | 
doth accept it, though hee hath not vouchſafed| 
ſuch inlargement of our hearts, though he hath 

not powred out his ſpirit upon us, inthe perfor. 

mance ofthe durie, as at other times, but he gives | 
a ſecxer helpe, thar perhaps we feele not,rar per. 
haps is {o great as ar other times , yer I {ay,when 
it ariſerh from his owne withdrawing of that fit. 
neſſe, and we arenot negligent, which is the 9. 
ther cauſe, I ſay, when we are not negligerc, bur 
we doe our beſt, in rhis cale God accepts the will 
for the deed,as we have often ſayd royorrt at rule 
| alway holds good, when th<impedimen: is fac! 
as wee cannot remove, when the dulnefle of ty; 
When indiſpo- | rit is ſuch as it is not in our power to remove, 
icionsn? | when we have uſed our utmoſt diligence, inthat | 


2. Fiom neg- 
liyence. 


anecrancs {| caſeitisno hinderance. And therforeiris 1grcat 
comfort unto us, that we have uſed our diligence 
in this duty, when we have uſed our beſt to quic. 
ken our hearts, though it benordone, yet God 
accepts our prayers, as well as if they were per- 
formed in a more lively and fervent manner. 
| Caſe 3, The nextcaſe is, what a man is to doeatccr he 
Avour prayn3! hath committed ſome grear finne, after hee hath 
hath commit. | Wounded his conſcience, wherher then, notwith- 
— —þ N ſtanding hee muſt come, and keepe his conſtant q 


courſe in praying,morning and evening ; whether 

he ſhall be {o bold, as ro come into Gods pre- 

ſence,atter he hath ſ0exceedingly offended him, 

To this Ianſwer, that a man is bound, yy 
with- 
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withſtanding any finne that he hath commirted, 


be it what it will bee )to keepe his courſe con- 
ſtancly in prayer, and not to omit it, not to keepe 
 of,not to deferre it. And my g oround for it 15, bc- 


cauſe this is aduty, itisa charge, that God hath 


| 


| 


laid upon all, ro pray continually . that is, art the 
leaſt rwice a day, as we ſhewed before, to keeye 


'a conſtant —_— it, Now 1t15 certaine, our 
failing 


in one thing muſt not cxcule us in ano. 
ther: when the dutic lyes on us, we have no diſ- 
penſation to be negligent in it ; and therefore we 
are bound to doe tt, 

Againe, conſider this, that a particular offence 
dothnor offend ſo much ,as if we grow ſtrangers 
to God, as if wee grow toa generall rebe bellion 
againſt him. As, pur the cafe, achilde commits 
[4great offence againlt his father, yer, if he runne 
away fron his fachers houſe, 8& grow a ſtranger 
[to him, that is more than the particular offence : 
| fora genexall rebellion muſt needs be more than 


O 
[the particular. And to give over calling upon 


In this caſe 
prayer 1s not to 
be neg]lcRed. 


Reaſon 1. 
Itis Gods 
command. 


Reaſon 2. 
Negl.& in this 
1s wotle than 
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commuted be- 
fore. 


wh 
wu. 
nt 


| God, to breake off that courſe, to grow a ſtranger 
[to him, to ranne away from his houlc, and ( as it 
| were)to be ready to give over all his ordin: ances, 

&a conſtane courſe of obedience to him, this is 
2gencrall reb<llion, & is worſe than the particu- 

lar; YC ſuch carriage, ifrer ſin commirred, moves 
| Godto anger more than the finne it ſelfe: as many 
1m2s, the contempruous, negligent, rebellious 
carriage, after an offence, moves a maſter, a Iral- 

vand,or a parent more than the particular f. ling 
cou 3h it were exceeding great, 


Beſt des "le 


am 
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Beſides, conſider,when a man commits a great | 
ſinne, be makes a great gappe in his conſcience, | 
he makes a great breach there, and will youhave | 
that breach lye open © is not that very dange. 
rous? 15 not x the way to bring in more ſine, | 
and to ſuffer thoſe good things that arc inthe 
heart to ſteale out ? I will give you but one in- | 
ſtance for this : Youſee, S. Peter, when he had 
committed a great ſinne, indenying his Maſter, 
and forſwearing of him roo, yer, becauſc hee 
came in preſently, and repented, and ſought 
pardon, (as you know hee did) you fec, hee was 
preſerved from running into further arrerages:| 
for hee made up the gappe, hee made up the| 
breach, 

Wee ſee, on the other fide, when David had 
committed that finne with Bathſheba, and did 
not come unto Ged, as hee ſhould have done, | 
to keepe his ordinary courle in ſacrificing unto | 
him, in repenting, and renewing his repentance, ' 
and praying to hun, you know, how many ſinnes/ 
hee fell into. And likewiſe, = was the caſcof | 
Salomon, you know, to what a height hee grew, 
by not comming to God, at his firſt failing: And 
therefore, I ſay, there is reaſon, that wee ſhould 
doc it, though the finne be grear, wee ought 
ro come in, and to keepe our courleconltant- 
ly. | 

Bur may Inot ſtay till I be more fitted, till 
my heart bee more ſoftened, and more hum- 
bled * 


Beloved, to ſtay in this calc is dangerous, ” 
the 
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the heart commonly growes more hard in con- 
[tinuance ; the conſcience is more tender, imme” 
| diatly after the ſinne is committed, than it is af 
|terwards ; and when thou ſtayeſt for more hu- 
| miliry, thou findeſt leſſe: And therefore, while 
[the wound is greene, and when the fire hath ta. 
|ken newly hold, it is then beſt to quench it, be- 
| fore the wound be feſtered, before it hath con- 
[tinued long ; for the heart will grow worſe and 
worſe, as 1t 1s Heb 3.12. Take heed that you be not 
hardencd through the deceitfulneſſe of ſinne + The 
meaning. is this, when you commit a finne, 
youthinke, if you ſtay a weeke,or a fortnight, or 
amonerh,you ſhall come inas well asarthe firſt, 
[no, ſaith the Apoſtle, 1/hile it is to day, come in, 
jon is, doe it preſently, for finne will deceive 
| you, it will harden your heart before you bee a- 
' ware, it will make adiſtance betweene God and 
|you, it will rake you off from him, it will leade 
|you further on : and therefore rake heed, that 
your hearts bee not hardened through the de- 
ceirfulnefſe of finne, that finne doe nor deceive 
|you, and it will doe it before you thinke of it. 
| And therefore inthis caſe you ſhould doe as you 
doe with waters; when waters breake out a lit- 
tle, it is beſt to ſtop them preſently, it you ſut- 
fer them, they will make the hemech greater, till 
a length you be unable to ſtopthem : ſoin this 
cale, when you have committed a great fin,come 
n ſpeedily. 
But you will ſay, W har, ſhalla man come into 
| Gods preſence, who is moſt holy, after he _— 
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| filed himſelfe with ſome grear {inne, is not this! 


an unreverent thing * 

I anſwer briefly, itis very true, ifthoube bolg, 
to come into Gods preſence witathe lame diſpo. | 
ſition wherewith the {inge was committed, with 


| a minde ſo faſhioned, and ſo framed, in that caſe 


thou doeſt exceedingly provoke him, this is 2 
very high degree of profaneneſle : and therefore, 


| when wee ſay, thou muſt come in, and keepe 
' conſtant courle in prayer notwithſtanding, the 


meaning is, you mult come in with a diſpofirion? 
turned afide from your fins, and brought hom 
to God, witha minde to abhorre that which is 
evill, and to cleave to that which 1s good; there 
muſt bee this converſion of the mind to him, 
thou muſt not come in with the ſame dilpofirion, 
that muſt be altered, So much ſhall ſerve for the! 
anſwer tothis caſe. | 

Another caſe is, whether wee may uſca ſe 
forme of prayer 2 and likewiſe whether ir bee 
ſufficient ? | 

I need not ſay much to you, for Ithinkethere 
is none here that doubt of it, but thar a ſer forme | 
of prayer may be uſed: youknow, Chriſt pre. | 
ſcribed a forme, you know, there were certaine 
Pſalmes that were prayers, that were uledcon- 
ſtantly ; and therefore there is no doubt but that 
aſet torme may be uſed, we have that example 
for it: And in the Church, ar all times, inthe 
primitive times of the Church, and all along to 
the beginning of the reformcd times, to Luther 
and Calvins time, ſtill inall rimes the Church 


had| 


as — — — _ 
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had ſet formes they uſed, and I know no obje- | 
&ion againſt ir of weight, One maine objeRion 
is this : 

Thar in ſtinted prayer the ſpirit is ſtraitned, 
when a man is tyed to atorme, then he ſhall 
have his ſpirit, as it were, bounded and limitcd, 
that hee cannot goe beyond that which 1s pre. 
(cribed ; and therefore, ſay they, it is reaſon a 
man ſhould be left to more libertic, (as hee is 
in conceived. prayers, ) and not tycd to a ſtrict 
forme. 

To this Ianſwer, even thoſe men thatare a- 
eainſt this, and that uſe this reaſon, they doc the 


' 
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Obje?, 


Anſw. 1 
They that ob- 
ject againſt a 


lame thing daily in the congregation: tor when | {7,5 
another prayes, that is a fer forme to him that | prayer,doe the 


heares it; I fay, it is a formeto him. For put 
tha caſe, that he that is a hearer, that heares an- 
other pray, ſuppoſe that his ſpirit bee more in- 
| larged, it is a ſtraitning ro hum, he hath no li- 
berty to goe out, he is bound to keepe his minde | 
intent upon ir : And therefore,if that were a luf- 
hicient reaſon, that a man might not ule a ſet 
' form,becaule rhe ſpirit is ſtraitned,a man ſhould 
not heare anotacr Eau, it be a conceived 
prayer) becauſe, in that caſc,his ſpirit is limited , 
tmay be, the hearer hath a larger hearr, a great 
'deale, than hee thar ſpeakes and prayes : fo that ! 
there is a bounding,and ſtraitning,and a limiting | 
of theſpirit. And therefore that reaſon cannot be 
g00d, 
Apgaine, I anſwer, thoughthe ſpirit be limi- 
ted,ar that time, yer hce hatha liberrie, ar other 
G 


rumes, | 


lame thirg. 
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rimes, to pray as frecly as he will in private; and 
therefore he is not ſo tyed, but though, atthat 
time he be, yet it isno generalltye ; at another 
time,or immediatly aftcr,he may be as free as he 
will in ſecret, 

Againe, I anſwer, it is not a tye, andare. 
ſtraint of the ſpirit, becauſe rhere is a tye of 
words ; for the largeneſle of the heart ſtands not 
ſo much in the multitude and variety of expreſſi- 
ons, as in the extent of the afteftion : now then 
the heart may be very large,for all rhat ; though 
he be tyed 1n words, yet there isnota tyc upon 
the affection, rhatmay beexrended more,in pur- 
ting up the ſame petition, when another mans is 
more ſtrained : rhereforetherc is no tye, andli. ; 
mit uponthar. And this is enough to ſarishe that, 
thar a ſer forme of prayer muſt be uſed. _ 

Bur now, if you aske, whether that be (ufhci. 
ent * whether a man may thinke,it he have been} 
preſent at publike Prayer , (which is a commen- | 
dable thing to uſe conſtantly)I ſay, whether that ? 
be ſufficient. | 

My Beloved,this is a matter of ſome moment, 
ro conſider what wee ought to doe in this cale, | 
for we may be deceivedinit z and I anfiwer plain- 
ly, Iris not ſufficient : A man that is diligent in 
publike prayers , that keepes them morning and 
evening, if hee thinkes now hee hath diſcharged 
his duty,hee is in a very great errour : andthus 1s! 
the reaſon, becauſe they are nor ſufficient, In- 
deed, they are to be uſed, for God is worſhipped 
inthew, and it isa more publike worſhip : and 


when 
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when God is honoured before many (as a man, 
when there are many ſpeRators, morc honour is | Smile, 
done ro him) ir is agreater honour, ſo it is when 
men joyne in this worſhip. And many other rea- | 5R-anopro 
ſons there be, burthat is not the thing, I am now ——_ efRo— 
upon, to commend it to you; butT lay, it is not | er is nor luft- 
ſufficient, alrhough ir ought to be done, becauſe | ple | 

there are many particular finnes, which cannot "WP 
bee confeſſed in publike prayer , there are many 
particular wants , wluch in publike prayer you 
cannot unfold, and open, andexpreſſe unto the 
Lord, 
Againe, the end of a {ct forme of prayer is to | Reaſon 2. 
be an helpe for the private, (tor the publike it is 
another cafe) a helpe that one may uf: that is yet 
exceeding weake : a childe, that cannot go, may 


have ſuch a Proppe, but wee muſt not alway bc 


children,we mult not alway uſe rhat helpec. 

Belides,we muſt conſider this,that there is no 
man that hath any worke of grace in his heart, 
but he is enabled in ſome meaſure to pray, with- 
out a ſer forme of prayer, hc is able ro expreſle 
his deſires to God in private,one way or another : 
There was never any man inany extreme want, 
but he knew how to expreſle himlelte, where he 
had libertic to ſpeake: {oir is inthis caſe. 

Belides, the Fark ofa man hath greater liber. 
ty in private, there a man may powre forth his 
ſoule to the Lord, 3s Hauna faith, 1 Sam.1.which in 
| publike hce cannot doe freely : there arc many 
| particular mercics, which hee hath caulc ro bcc 
thankfull ro God for. | 

G 2 Beſides, | 
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Beſides, there is a particular paines that a man 
is to take with his heart,trom day to day, which | 
in the publike common petitions, hee is not able! 
to doe: for, Beloved, know this, that the prayer, | 
thatis required from day ro day, isnot ſo much 
the performance of the duty, the doing of the 
taske, bur the end is to keepe the heart in order, 
for it ſinfull luſt grow upon it, and diſtemperg, 
and worldly mindedneſle, the end of this dury 
is to workethem out againe,to renew repentance 
againe ; and when there is a torgerfulneſſe of 
£ covenant, when grace growesweake, when 
good defires beginto languiſh, ro renew,and re. 
cover theni,to put fuell ro them : and this is not 
done by the performance of the publike onely, 
And thereforc, I ſay, though you performer 
in your families, and meer in the congrega. 
tion, you muſt not thinke that this is enough, 
you are bound to a private performance of this 
duty. 

Caſe 5. this is another Caſe,whar a man is to 
Abouuſing | doc intheprivare performance of thisduty,whe- 
IT ther he be bound alwayes to uſe his voice ? whe- 
ſturein ſecret | ther hee be bound alwayes to ſuch a kinde of 
FR: geſture 2 
eAvnſw. I anſwer this briefly,(for there is no greatdit- 
culty in theſe things, and therefore I paſſe them 
over) for the geſture in publike, therc is more! 
heed ro be taken of that, becauſe it is a pub-)} 
like and open worſhip of God; and thereforein| 
publike the geſture is alway to be reverent. You | 
know how often it is repeated, (inthe oldre-! 
ſtament!| 


The end why 
praycr is ulcd. 


— ——— 
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tament eſpecially) that they bowed downe, and 
worſhipped (till, Chri# look «ta heaven, Paul 
tneeled downe, and the reſt with him,and prayed, 
and many ſuch like expreſſions you have menti- 
 oned in & Scriptures : where you have prayer 
| mentioned in publike, ſtill you ſhall finde an ex- | 
| preſſion of ſome reverent geſture, and when we ; 
appeare before the Lord in the publike perfor- | 
| mance of this duty, efpeciall care muſt be raken | 
| hereunto. In the private, the caſe is different, | 
there varicty of geſtures may be uſed ; I doe not | 
ſee but all variety of gy may be uſed there | 
{aremany examples for walking, and [ying, and | 
{ fiting : onely this is to be taken heed to, thar | 
even inprivare,as farre as may be, the geſture be | 
ſuch, as may both expreſle the inward reverence 
| Inthe heart, and of the qurward man, but there 
is alibertic in that : T thinke this is the beſt rule | 
in private, that that geſture be uſed, that doth | Nore. 
| moſt quicken, doth helpe the dury moſt. Some 
geſture may bring a dulneſle, and indiſpoſition, | 
| when another may quickenthe body, and make | 
tmore fit for prayer : ſometimes lying is incon- | 
'enient, and ſometimes more convenient: And',, 
therefore, in this caſe, the beſt rule is to uſe that | (© vec uſed in 
geſture, which quickens moſt, which helpes moſt | private _ 
thedury. Some geſturcs may breed a wearinefle | _ — 
'n the body, ſome may breed a duineſle , ſome | 
ae rainefall to the body:al this is a hinderance to | 


- duty, when the change of it may quicken and 
le, 


Now for the voice, I ſay, for that, (as for the 
G 3 geſture) | 


En... 


8 | 
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loh.4-24- 


Angels how 
they !peake to 
God,and one 
another. 


lam-3-9, 


Why the voice 
is uſcdin pray- 
cr, 


— 


geſture) it is not ſimply required : for God's 
ſpirit, and he will be worſhupped in ſpirit, Mentha 
have cares,and bodics,they muſt have men ſpeak 
trothem : but God, thar is a ſpirit,delights in that 
which is like himſclfe ; and therefore all his eye 
is upon the inward bchaviour of the ſpirit, Be. 
ſides, the ſpirit may fſpcake to God, whenthe 
voice doth not;as,you know,the Angels {peake 
ro God, and rhey ſpeake one to another. The 
Schoolem&@ have great diſputes about the ſpecch 
of Angels, but this ws agrec in, that one An. 
gel ſpeakes to another afcer this manner : When 
any one hath a conceit in his mind, of any thing, 
with a will that another ſhould underſtand i, 
and that God ſhould underſtand it, that is cnough | 
for the expreſſion of it z {o is it with the ſpirit of | 
aman, when he hath ſuch a perition in lus heart, 
in his minde,and thcreis a deſire in his will, that 
God ſhould underſtand that petition ; thatis an 
offcring itupto the Lord, it 1s as truc aſpeaking | 
tro the Lord, as when you deliver it by an our-} 
ward voicc,ftor the ſpirit agrees w ith the Angels, | 
as it is a ſpirir,and as they ſpcake one to another, | 
and to the Lord: ſo doth the ſpirit of man;} 
though indeed the tongue be to be uſed, as it| 
1S,14m. 3.9. Therewith bleſſe wee God, and there. 
with ſhould we pray among others, and before | 
others, and ſpeake before others : but when 
there 15 any cauſe to uſe the voice in private, it 
is this, as farrc as it may quicken the hearr, (as 1 
ſaid of geſture) and as ure as thereby wee may 
keepe our thoughts from wandring. If the voice 

were 


— 
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werenortuſed, perhaps, thethoughts would be 
ſubje& ro more wandring, and we ſhould not be 
ready to take notice of them, bur they would 
ſlipbefore wee are aware : and therefore, when 
the voice is uſed, it muſt bee to keepe in the 
thoughts. In ſome caſes, to omir the voice is 
more convenient, whenit may draw any other 
inconveniencie ; bur that is left ro every 
mans particular caſc,as he ſhall finde the 
uſe of it ro hinder him, or further 
him. And ſo much ſhall ſerve 
for this Cate. 


Caſe6. 

- _ want of 
caſire ro pra 
by reaſon 4 " 
preſcnr buſi- 
ncſles to be 
ſpeedily dif- 
patched. 
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1 THE Ss.5.17. 
Pray continually. 


-, 
= 


»Nother Caſe of conſcience (inthe 


fo Os 


IN 


 buſineſle of prayer) is, whar a man 

@ is to doc, when hee is in ſtrait of 

9 tunc, by reaſon of ſome weighty 
eve bulinefle, that requires a quicke 

and ſudden diſpatch, and gives him not the lea- 

= and liberty, that otherwiſe he mgiht have 
ad : 

Tothis I anſwer,you ſhall finde,thar in Scrip- 
tures the prayers of Saints have been ſome- 
times larger, and ſometimes ſhorter. Our Savi- 
our Chrizt,you know, ſometimes ſpent a whole 


Hh, 


= 


| 
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night in-prayer; Surely he did not rake ſo much 
time alwayes, and no doubt, wee have libertie 


ſomerimes to be larger, ſometimes ſhorter, ac- | 


cording as our occaſions will permir. Bur yer 
this you muſt remember, that though the but. 
nefle be great, yet that buſineſle, that concernes 
the alvation, of our {oules, and the worſhip of 
God, is greater : And therefore, except it bee a 
true ſtrait, this is ſtill ro be preferred; for iris a 
bulineſſe of greater moment : and therefore you 
muſt givea juſt weight to your bulineſle, and not 
ſuffer every {mall buſinefle that comes in ro 


thruſt our this duric : for here you keepe not the 


due proportion, bur neglect the greater,and take 
the leſle. 

Belides,doe you uot ſay,when you have grear 
bulineſſe in hand, that a man muſt have a dining 
time, and a ſleeping time, &c. Why may wee 
notſay as well, A man mult have a praying time ; 
is it not neceſſary £ You know whar 7ob faith, 
you know the courſe that hee kept in-reading the 
word, (for that is clecrely meant inthar place,) 
It was more precious to him than his appornted food : 
that is, he had rather omit his uſuall-mealcs, (for 
that he meanes by his appointed food) than to 
omit a conſtant courſe in performing thoſe holy 
duties. Therefore, I ſay, it ought carctully to 
be tooke heed of, that wee omit it not,except it 
bea very great ſtrait ; if it be, wee may be ſhorr 
in it, God tycs us not ſo exactly you ſce therein, 
rules are not fer doyne inthe Scriptures, wherc- 


in weare tyed preciſely ro ſuch an houre, to ſuch 
a time 


RE ———.———— — <—_—_  — —A 
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Matters con- 

cernivg ſalva- 
UN to be pres 
ferred before | 
curward buſt- 


velle, 


þ 
Wee ſhould 
allot rim eftor 
prayer,as well 


as tor other 


bufincile. 


1 


\ 
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A time, but God in mercy, and in wiſdome, 
| harh'leftirro your liberrie: onely you ſee this | is 
| the command, Pray continually, doe it exceeding 
much; at the leaſt. keepe a conſtant courſe i ws it, | 
Cantians a» | as W ce heard before, bur you may be ſhorter | in | 
bour ſhormnes |; | 
fa \ nicd. vow let theſe five Cautions be obſerved: | 
Cantion, 1 Firſt, -rake heed thar- rhis Rraitning come 
Husband crime | not from your ill husbandry, that is, from your 
—_ ill husbanding of rime; tor, it a man were care. 

I | full ro redeeme time before; irmay be, he need} 

| not be purroſuch a ſtrait, as hee isar chat tine, 

| when he is to performe this duty. Suppoſe y ol 

| have a journey to $0G, that requires fo nick 

time, and you muſt be gone early , you may ſo 

husband the time betore, that you may ger time | 

tor your -journey. And for the performance of 

this duty, and ſo for other bufineſſe, as I ſaid in 

the _— when you ſhould ſequeſter your 

ſelves ro performe this duty of prayer,rake heed 

that you begood ſtewards of your time,that you 
husband it well. 

And likewiſe, this is another part of husban- 
ding your -time, that you lernot that, which is 
very precious, goe for things of ſmall moment, 
for that 1s ill husband _— ſhould redeeme 
the time, andbuy it whli theloſle of ſomething, 
You have time to beſtow in the weighty bu. 
fineſſe of your —_— inthings that longto 

more ſhould you in this 


the _ man, 

that belongs to the worſhip of God : And there- 

fore,if it may be,redeeme 1twith ſome loſſe; 0 
you 
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you ought ro husband it, otherwiſe ' redeeme 
not time as you ought.. This is the firſt Cautior 
that ought to be obſcrved, to husband and re- 
ors time well, 

The ſecond is, if we be ſtraitned atany time, 
recompence it at another time : for if it benor a 
feigned excuſe and pretence, it you be ſtraitned, 
when you have libertic, you will be carcfull ro 
ſpend more time in it ; by that you ſhall know 
your fincerity init, that it is true, and that it is 
not an excuſe, and a putting off, 

Moreover,another Caution to be obſcrved is, 
that you take nottoo much buſineſſe upon you: 
fyou be ſtraitncd with bulineſle, and therefore 
cannot be ſo large in the performance of this du- 
ty, as pr wary. you would ; it you didnot take 
0 much upon you, your ſelves are the cauſe of 
t, Andtherfore,he that takes leſle,he that ſpends 
moretime inthe things that belong ro ſalvation, 
be hath made the herter choice ; as Mary made a 
better choice than Afartha,though her imploy- 
ment were good. 

Likewiſe, as you mult not peſter your ſelves | 
with too mach buſincfle, ſo likewiſe, you muſt 
take care, that your mindes be not too much in- 


tent _ them;for too much intention of minde 
upon buſneſle, cauſcrh diſtraftion inprayer, and | 
cauſeth us to poſte over the dutic, as well as too | 
much buſineſle : when a mans minde ſhoots it 
ſelfe too farre in buſineſſe, whenit is roo much | 
occupied about it, when ir is to-much intent, 

when the ſoule cleaves too faſt uponrhe bulines, 


——————. 


| and ' 
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time, 
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| 
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Cantwn 5, 


Leoke to the 
ground of the 


trait. 


Anſw. 


be uſed. 
Reafe 1 


good 


Reaſons why 
meanes wuſt 


Elſe our de- 
Cres arc not 


fpiriruall duties, which require freedome, 


when wee have bufineſſe of moment in hand, 
there is a turning, and poſting from one creature 
ro another, from the uſe of one meanes to ano. 
ther, that wee cannot get time in prayer, not ſo 
rauch for vant of time fimply, but becauſe wee 
minde the meanes too much, we intend them tog 
much, wee doe not truſt God enough with the 
bulineſle ; if we did, we might ſpend leſſetimein 
them, and morein ſcekingto hun. So much for 
that Cale. 

Another Caſe of conſcience in this buſineſſe 
of calling upon God is, What a man isto doe 
for the uſe of the meanes, for when weeare bid 
to pray, and ſeeke ro God, that is the ordinary 
queſtion; But may wee not uſe the meanes 
r00 ? 

To this I anſwer, That prayer is ſo farre 
from excluding rhe meanes, that it includes 
themyfor if the deſire be fervent, when we delire 
any thing at Gods hands, it will make us dili- 
gent inthe uſe of the meanes, to uſe a convenient 
diligence, as it will make you carneſt in ſeeking 
to God, and in putring up your requeſts to him, 
For, if a man ſhall pray, and bee negligent n 
the ule of the meanes, I will be bold to lay it, 


it is but like the deſire of the ſluggard, thatis 


a languiſhing, fainting defire : Hee deſires, ” 
ls 


and cannot looſe it ſelfe ro the petformance of | 


The laſt Caution is, that the ſtrait riſe not | 
from diffidence in God, and confidence in the | 
uſe of the meanes ; for it falls our oft times | 


—— 
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his ſoule hath nothing ; hee Cefires, but he puts 

| his hand into his boſome : the defires which 
youexpreſſe, when you pray, they are not fer- 
vent, they are not carneſt, it you bee remiſſe in 
the uſe of the meanes. Hee that defires grace, 
deſires ſtrength againſt ſinfull luſts and temp. 
tation,and yet is remiſſe in the uſe of the meanes, 
by which grace ſhould be increaſed,and ſtrength 
gained, to reſiſt thoſe corruprtions, and temp. 
rations ; certainely his deſires are but vainede- 
ſires. 

Beſides, it is an argument that wee truſt nor 
in God, that wee make not accompt of our 
prayers, except wee bee diligent in the ule of 
the meanes, therefore wee are farre from ex- 


cluding them : for, if you ſecke to God, and truſt 
[to your prayers, and thinke that they will pre- | 
vaile with him, it will worke this effe, thar | 
ou will be carefull ro uſe ſuch meanes, as God | 
h ordained to bring the thing to paſſe. Even | 
3s, if a man ſeeke to a Phyſician, ro ſuch a Phy- 
litian, that hee truſts to, into whoſe hands hee | 
would put his life; when this Phyfitian pre. 
ſcribes ſuch a courſe, ſuch a dyer, and ſuch a ; 
thing to bee raken at ſuch atime, the more hee | 
reſts upon the Phyſician, the more caretull hee | 
will bee to obſerve his preſcription, and rules : | 
And fo, inthis caſe, the more you reſt on God,'i 
the more carefull you will berq uſe ſuch mcanes/ 
4 hee hath appointed, when hee hath iaid, 
theſe, and theſe meanes arc to bee uſed. In this 


cle, I fay, it is a figne your prayers are more 
tO 


Reaſe 2 
Elſe xisa 
ſigne wetruft 
not God. 


[TIT 
_— tt Las 
Et. 


Reaf. 7. 
| It is that wee 
; Pray 70r, 


Reaſe 4+ 
Prayer not 
the onely 
mcancs. 


Caurions a- 
bour the uſe 
of the meanes. 


them. | 
Againe,you muſt conſider this, that when we 


; ny thing done without meanes, but wee pray tg 


pray, at any time, wee doe not pray to havea- 


have a bleſſing upon the meanes and, if we pray 
' for a bleſſing upon the meanes, our mindeis not 
| thar they ſhould be omitted : for, you ſee, God! 
| doth all things by ſecond cauſes, he faves us nor 
| without our ſelves, that is, he uſcth us as inſtru. 
' ments, he doth every thing by men,and by crea. 
| tures,and by meanes; and the end of our prayers 
| 15,not to have them done without meanes, but to 
| have a bleſſing upon them. But that whichis 
; Chiefly to bee obſerved to cleare this pointto 
youis this ; Thar prayer is not the onely meanes, 
it is but part of the meanesto bring any thingto 
aſle. 
c There are two things to effect a bulineſle,that 
is praycr and meanes both: we doe not lay pray- 
er is the onely meanes, indeed, then theother 
were excluded ; bur fince it is bur a part, and 
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ro purpoſe, when you are diligent in theuſegf 
| them, when you dare not {leighr nor negleg 


the other makes up the totall meanes of bring. 
ing any thing to paſſe, it doth not exclude them, 
but they may be both joyned rogerher, prayer 


ſhew that we may uſe meanes, wemay pray, 
lay our hand on the plough, wee may lecketo 
God, and be diligent, and as diligent as any body 
elſe. Butnow theſerthree Caurions are to be 0b- 


ſerved : 


and | 


The| 


| 
| 


and the uſe of rhe meanes. This is cnoughto | 


[ 
[ 


nee nem 
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| 
| 
: 


| 


[out to any inordin:te meanes, nor uſe law. 


doe ſo , it is an argument that your prayers 
xeot no value i your owneeſteeme , you doe 
[not reſt on God, for if you did, you would 
[not uſe other meanes, .than hee hath appoin- 


ted 


—_ _—_——— 
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. 
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The firſt is, Thar, if wee doe uſe meanes, wee | Cantion x 


uſe thoſe that are right ; for if you truſt God, 
and depend upon him, you will not ſteppe 


full meancs 1n an inordinate manner : If you 


Secondly, Though you uſe the meanes, and 
pray both, yet you muſt ſo uſe the meanes, thar 
your confidence be nor in your prayers : for it is 
onething to uſe the meanes,& ir is another thing 
tohave confidence in them. And therefore wee 
lay to you inthis caſe, tharyou muſt doe as hee 
that uſerh the light of the Sunne , he ſo uſerh the 
light, that he hath an eycuponthe Sunne, from 
whom that light comes ; for he knowes, thar if 
the Sunne were ſer, the light would be gone, Or 
& hethat takes water in a Ceſterne, or River, he 


Wee muſt uſe 
right mcancs. 


—___ 


{ antion 2. 
Not truſt th- 
mcancsy. 


Stmile. 


Smile, 


lo takes it, as thar hee hath an eye rothe foun-- | 
tne, hee knowes if the fountaine were ſtopped, | 
the River would be quicklydried up : So you ? 
ould thinke with your ſelves, if I uſe any | 
meanes, any creature, any inſtrument to bring | 
things to paſſe, mine eye muſt be upon God - for 
Uthehelpe that wehave trom the creature, ir is | 
vt 2s beame to the helpe that comes from God | 
lmſelfe, And therefore you muſt doe inthis | 
ale, as Phyſirians are wont to doe, they purma- 

"y ingredients into athing, but it is one princi- | 
| pall ; 


S =, Ie 


Smile. | 
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Not to ſticke 


to paſticular 
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pall ingredient, amongſt rhe reſt, that he makes | 
account will cure the diſcale : So doe in this 
cale, make uſe, both of the prayer, and of the 
meanes, yct you muft know, that prayer is the 
principal effecter of thething, andthe princi. | 
pall meanes, it is that, wherzin your confidence | 
is to be : for, indeed, it is Godthat doth bring | 
every thing to pafle : There is no good inthe | 
City, nor noevill, but he doth iz, you knowhe | 
takes all ro himſelte. All the meanes, by which 
g00d, and ill is conveyedto you, they doenor 
doe the thing, they are but thevehicula, they 
are but rae inſtruments ; as the beere andthe 
wine, wherein the Phyſicke is taken, but it 


is the Phyſicke, "the medicine that cures : $9 
| all the meanes cannot doe it, it isthe helpe, and 
| the power of God, the cfficacic, that comes 
| from him, that brings things to paſſe; there- 
fore thar muſt be remembred, ule the meanes, 
that you uſe, with dependance upon Ged, with 
an eye upon him, that your hearts reſt not upon 
them , for, if they doe, itis aninordinate ule of 
them, 
Laſtly, you muſt take heed of ſticking in any 
particular meanes ; for if you doe, it is a ſigne 
that you truſt not God as you ought to doe, It 
is a fault commonly, we pitch upon ſuch apurt- 
cular way, and we thinke that mult doe it,or no- | 
thing. Now if God betruſtcd to, he hat) more iN |: 
waics to the wood than one, he hath more means Wh | « 
to bring athing to paſſe than one: And therefore i |; 
we mult leave it rohim, who oftendoth = 
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by another meanes than we dreamed of. As tor | 
example, David had apromile of the Kingdome; | 
| Now, when he had the Kingdome of 1z4ah, yer 
| you know,the Kingdorac of 1ſ-ae! ſtood our: for 
| Iſkboſbeth had the Kingdorme, and _Abner was his 
| , « . - . . . . 

| chicte Captaine : befades,in his comming into ns 
Kingdome of 1udah, wee ſee how God wrought 
the buſines, without his device, by a means, that 
hee never thought of, intharbattell , when Saul 
was killed, and to many of his ſonnes, there was 
ſomuch way made for him, when himſelte uſed 
no meanes to bring it to paſſe. Afcerward when 
the Kingdome of 1ſrael was kept from him, and | 
he had only 1«dah, we ſec, God cauſed a diviſion | 
between 7/hboſberh, and abner his chicte Caprain, | 
uponthat comes Abrer, and offers ro David the | 
whole Kingdome, bur yet he was buta reconct. | 
led enemic; and what. Abner might have done, 
heknew not. Therefore,God by his providence, 
(though 74h ſinned in it, )cauſed Abnerto berta- 
ken away by 1o4b : when this was done, yet 1ſh- 
boſheth was alive ſtill ; then were there two men 
let by the providence of God, (though it wete a 
great finne in them )to take away his head ;and 
lo the Kingdome came wholly to David: for, 
there were but two ſonnes, Mephiboſheth, that 
was lame of his feer, and 1/tboſherh, that was lame 
in his minde, a weake man, unable to mannage 
lo great and weighty a buſineſſe to purpoſe: So 
Cod brought the buſincſle to paſle by a way that 
David thought not of . Therefore, though wee 
may uſe meanes, yer, after the uſe of _ 

mr: 


OO ET 
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muſt depend upon God , and leave it toGod, tg 
rake one meanes, or other. We mult doe in this 
calc,as we doe when we goeto a man, that is ve. 
ry skilfull ro doe a worke for us : If we goeto a 
Carpenter , and tell him we have ſuch athing to 
be done; or,ifwe goeto thoſe that we call Aqua- 
rioli,that bring water from place to place,wetell 
him, this is our deſire; but how he will worke, 
Wee aremore | and which way he will bring it to paſſe, weknow 
aprromut..z | Not, and yet we truſt ſuch an one: for welay, He 
is an honeſt man of his vvord , and if hee have 
undertaken it, it is enough. Why will younot 
truſt God, that goes ſo much beyond us, that 
hathan infinite wiſdome, andan infinite power 
And therefore we ſhould ſo uſe the meanes, that 
vvithall wee keepe our dependance upon him, 
that we leave it to him,to ule this or that meanes 
4s it pleaſerth him. For ſometimes, it may be,hc | 
Why God rakes away that which we are abour, ſometimes 
worksnorby | he leaves us partly deſtiture; and findes a way of 
his owne, that we might truſt to him, andconh. | 
der his power, and his wiſedome, that he is able 
ro doe. So much likewiſe ſhall ſerve for this! 
Caſe. | 
Caſe 8. Another Caſe is, What ir is to pray in faith * | 
pers You know that is required, Now there is2 com- 
a man wanys a | MON Crrour in this point : for a man may fay, It 
p—_—_— pro- | I pray for the ſalvarion of another , I haveno| 
hing which he | PFOMULe, how can I pray in faith 4 When a man! 
asketh thallbe | prayes to be guided in tuch a bufineſle, to have; 
—_— fach an enterpriſe to be brought to paſſe, to| 
have deliverance from ſuch a trouble,ſuchalick 
ncne, 
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AS 


hee findes no particular promiſe, and for ought 
hee knowes, it ſhall never be granted : How can 
hee bee ſaid to pray in faith © For, to pray 
infaith, is to belecve, that the thing ſhall bee 
donc. 

Lanſwer, that to pray in faith, is togoe as farre 
3 the promiſe gocs. Now noparrticular man 
hath any particular promiſe, that hee ſhall have 
ſuch a | —_ e, that he ſhall have ſuch a par- 
ticular mercy grantcd him;and therefore it is not 


ſhould be done. 

But you will ſay, W hat faith is it then that is 
required * 

I fay, it is enough to beleeve that God'is a 
Father, that hee is ready to heare, and not one- 
ly that hee is ready to heare, but that hee is rca- 
dy to doethat which is beſt for mee, in ſucha 
—_— : forboth are required, that youbc- 
ceve him to bee well affeted towards you, as 
a Father, as one that tenders your good, and 
not onely ſo, but that hee will doe that, in that 
particular, that ſhall be moſt for his owne glo- 
ry, and for your good : and, if you doe ſo, you 
pray in Faith - though, for the particular, you 
know not, wherher it ihall be grantcd, or no. In- 


FT 


deed, if we hada particular promiſe, as Elias had 
that it ſhould not raine, &c. in that caſc,we were 
bound ro belceve in particular, but not having 
that, wee are not rycd unto it : for the pro- 
miſe is the obje& of faith, and the habit is 

H 2 not 


neſſe, from ſuch a calamity, that he lyes under, 


required to belecye that thet particular thing | 
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| 


Ifour prayers 
be not grantzd 
we miſtake in 


{ chem. 


Caſe 9. 
Abour a mans 
knowledg: 

{ rhat his prayer 
a 
eAnſw. 


ticular thing ſhould be granted. For example, if 


rm. 


not to worke beyond the object ; for the obje& 
is the rule, and the limit of the habir : therefore 
you may pray in faith, when yet youhaveng 
ground to belceve, and tothinke, that thar par. 


a father pray , that his ſonne may have grace 
wrought in his heart, tha his ſoule may beeſa. 
ved, it may be the Zord will never doc it : or, if 
one friend prayfor another to the ſame purpoſe, 
though the thing be not done, yet the prayer re- 
rurnes into his or hee 1s no loſer by jr, 
there is a reward belongs to him, for ſeckingto 
God in ſincerity, it is his duty, that hee ſhould 
doe ſo. The like I may fay for every particular 
caſe, And this encouragement you may have, 
that there is never any particular prayer pur up, 
whercin you ſeeke things that are not granted, 
but you miſtake in it: for, if you belecvethus 
farre, asI ſaid ro you, be ſure thar your prayers 
are accepted, God will doe that which is beſt for 
you, and your prayers thall not beloſt. So much} 
alſo for that. 

The laſt Caſe is, How ſhall a man know whe. 
ther his prayer be heard, or not * 

For anſiver to this we will give you this one 
rule, (and that is as farre as wee can goe) that! 
thoſe prayers that are made by the aſſiſtance of 
Gods holy Spirit, it is cerraine, they are always | 
heard: If you finde thatar any time, younced! 
make no queſtion, but that God hearcs it, and 
will doe the thing, obſerving the Caurions that 


we have given you heretofore, that is, forthe; 


meanes, | 
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'nitanes, the manner, the time, and the meaſure: 
for it cannot be, but that when the hearr is inlar. 


loed by Geds owne Spirit, that the prayer is an 


expreſſion of holy defires, the Lord alwaycs 
heares, Thar places clearefor it, Rom. $.27. that 
He knowes the meaning of the ſpirit - that is, he (0 
knowes it, that hee hearkenerhto it, thar he al- 
wayes —_— of it: and therefore, when you 
come in ſuch a caſe, at any time, thar your hearts 
are inlarged in a ſpeciall manner : Marke, I ſay, 
when your hearts are inlarged ina ſpeciall man. 
ner, and that, with holy delires, certainely, then 
God meanesto grant our requeſts: he would not 
ſend his ſpirit to be an interceſſor in your hearts, 
if hee did not meane ro.doe it: for, inthar cafe, 
bee withholds his ſpirit, hee gives us not that 
nlargement of hearr. Onely this diftintion muſt 


becarefully remembred ; you may be ſometime 

very exrneſt, (the parent may be very earneſt tor 

his childe, as David was for his ; And Moſes, for 

ought we ſee, was carneſt to have gone untothe 

land of Canaan, they werethings that they defi. 

_ yet that may be an expreſſion of natural 
es. 


In that caſe, a man may be very earneſt, and 


yethe cannor build upon it, to ſay, my heart is 
much inlarged in praycr, andthereforel ſhall be 


heard, but rake inthis, when the heart is inlar- 


ged with/holy defires, and that ina ſpeciall man. 
ner, fomewhar more than ordinary, as that, you 
lee, it isthe worke ofthe ſpirit of God, quickning 
your hearr, opening it wide, ſtrengthening, and 


— 
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likcations 
nor nn 
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that praycr 
that ſhall be 
accepted. 


1 Caution. 


That the per- 
ſon bcright. 


lam. 5 16, 


I 
Becauſe a man 

| mult have 

| Chriſt, before 

he have any 

thing clic. 


| 


2 
The generall 
Covenant is 
before the par-, 
ticular. 
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inlarging ir, and ſharpening grace and holj- 
neſle inyou,in thoſe requeſts you pur up to God, 
in this caſc,build upon it,your prayers are heard 
from that ground wee have given you, He knowes 
the meaning of the Spirit. So much ſhall ſerve for 
thoſe Cafes of Conſcience in this (pirituall dy. 
ty of calling upon God. 

Now the laſt thing wee propounded was this: 
W hat the qualification is that 1s required in our 
prayers: for now we have ſaid ſo much of pray. 
er, it iSa neceſſary thing that wee know what 
conditions are required, that ut may be accep- 
table. 

And the firſt ( we will commend to you, that 
which is the ground, and firſt in order before all 
the reſt) is,thart the perſon be right. The prayer of 
the righteous prevailes much, James 5.16, 

The ground of it is this ; a man muſt firſt have 
Chriſt, before he can have any thingelſe,He hath 
given us all things elſe with Chriſt : It we have ll 
things clſe,if we have not Him, it is nothing: 4l/ 
the promiſes, you know,. are Tea, and Amen, but 
it is in hi»; ſo-thar we muſt firſt have him, And 
beſides, the generall Covenant muſt goe before 
the — the ground of all prayer is this! 
or that particular promiſe, but you muſt firſt be 
within the Covenant, you muſt firſt have the ge. 
nerall Covenant belonging to you, before you 


i 
can havethe particular branches of ir; & rhe1etore 
a man muſt be withinthe Covenant, his perſon 
muſt be firſt righreous, and be accepted: &there- 
fore let none deceive themſelves 1n this =—_ 

c 
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thinke thus with himſelfe, he hopes his heart is 
fincere, and his prayer is right, and his ends arc 
good: tor though allthis were t. ue, yer if his per- 
{on be not right, God regards ir not. You know 
the blood ofa ſheepe, and the-blood ofa ſwine, 
they are both alike, ir may be, the blood of the 
ſwine is better than the other : yet the blood of 
the ſwine was not to be offered, becaule it was 
the blood of a ſwine. Sointhis caſe,the prayer of 
an unregenerate man —_— as well framed, for 
the petitions,for every thing thar is required im- 
mediately toa prayer: but the heart, trom whence 
it comes, the perſon, from whence itproceeds, 
that is it that makes the difference: andtherefore 
that muſt be obſerved, ſee the perſon be right, 
And therefore you ſhall finde, Pal. 4.3. David 
makes that the ground, why his prayers ſhould 
be heard: faith he, Be ye fare that God hath choſen 
for himſelfe the godly man : And when I cal upon him 
I ſhall be heard : For that is theground that hee 


th 


rakes ro himſclfe, thar hee ſhall be heard, thar 
God hath choſento himſelfe the godly man. As | 
if he ſhould ſay, Tam of the number, and there. 
fore you that are my enemies, and thinke to pre. 
vaile againſt me, I feare younor, tor I pray to a 
God that will detend mee, Iam a godly man, 
and upon that ground Ibelceve that my prayer 
is heard. Beloved, otherwile, _ we pray, 
| and pray hard, yet our finnes cry lowder than 
our prayers, they cry downe our prayers, they 
make a greater noiſe than they,that the noiſe that 
our finnes make is like rhe noiſe of a Thunder, 
H 4 when 
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Simile. 


2 
Remove parti- 
cular finnes. 


Why the Saints 

be2incheir 

prazers with 
ation. 


| x: Tim.2.$. 


when-the noiſe of our prayers is but like the 
crackling of thornes, thagit cannor be heard for 
the noiſe that fin makes in rhe cares of the Lord, | 
Thus it is, inthis caſe, when wee come before | 
God in our finnes, whena man comes into his 

preſence in his unregeneracy. 

Bur this is notall, bur likewiſe, a manthatis 

within the Covenant, may have a particular fin, 

(as you heard heretofore) that may intercept his 

prayers, and that may hinder the bleſſing: 

thar,that ſinne muſt be remaved, before his pray. 

ers can be heard. Ir is true, The ſonne abides in 

the houſe for ever, but yet the ſonne may commit 

ſuch an offence, that his father may uſe himas a 

ſervant, hee may deny his requeſts, and retuſe 

them, when hee comes ro ſecke any thing at his 

hands. And therefore,there muſt bea particular 


reconciliation, a particular repentance, that ſinne 
muſt be removed, and done away, that ſtands in 
the way. And therefore, this merhod the Saints 
have kept in calling upon God : See in Daniel, 
and Ezra, all of them, for the moſt part, when 
they make any compleat prayer, we ſce,ſtill they 
begin with humiliation,and confeſſion of fines, 
And the reaſon of it is, that their perſons might 
be cleare and innocent, that thoſe finnes might 
be removed, which would ſtand in their way ; 
and likewiſe, that is a ground of that the 1 Tim. 
2.8.1aiththe Apoſtle there , 7 will, that prayers be 
made in all places, that you lift up pure hands without 
wrath and doubting : The meaning is this, not 


onely that a man be within the Covenant, * 
t 


_—_—— 
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fath,and waver not. So that though 
that 
[4 
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tnhebe cleanſed from all particular ſinnes,thar 


nighe-cleave ro him, and hang him. As, 
for example,when thou wouldeſt be accepted of 
Gad,ifthere be any particular fine hang on thee, 
that muſt be removed by renewing thy repen- 
ance: and beſides thar, fee wine the Scripture 
takes notice of, when a man comes to pray, his 
heart muſt be cleanſed from pride,(for God reſiſts 
the proud ) his heart muſt be brought to an hum- 
ble diſpoſtrion , likewiſc ic muſt be cleanſed from 
wrath, hee muſt /zft ap pure hands without wrath , 
thatis oft required: Matth.5 .Leave thine offering, 
andgoe and make peace with thy brother.So likewile 
from unthankfulneſſe, cur proyent are NOt ac. 
cepred, except we be thankhull 
ved. The hke wee may ſay of every particular 
ale; wee muſt be carctull ro cleanſe our ſelves 
fromall finfull tuſts, and corrupt affeRions, thar 
they have not dominion in our hearts ; butrhat 
we lifr up pure hearts, and innocent hands : and 
that is the firſt thing that is required, thar the 
perſon be right ; that is, not onely that hee be 
withinthe Covenant,bur likewiſe that thoſe par- 
ticular finnes be removed, that may be an impe- 
diment to his prayers. 

The ſecond thing required is faith ; Zift wp 


pure hands without wr ath and doubting. Y ou know 


that in James, Let him avke of God, let hims acke in 
yer berhe 
key to open Gods treaſures, yer faith is the hand 
turnes the key, without which ir will doeno 


for mercies rece1- From Ns 


When we pray 
we muſt cleanſe 
our hearts, 


I 
From pride. 


2 
From wrath. 
Mar.s » 33 324+ 


» 


thankfulneſſe 


2, Requiſice or 
condition is 
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Now the Lord requires fauh, parcly, for his 
owne ſake, he ſhould not otherwile be acknoy. 
ledged, if you did not truſt him, when you come 
to {eeke him, if you did not reſt _ him, Be- 
ſides, hee ſhould loſe his glory, for inthis wee 
glorific him, when we him, and weediſho- 
nour him, when we diſtruſt him ; when we come, 
and ſecke ro him, and doe not reſt upon him, we 
diſhonour him. 

Beſides, in regard of us he requires faith, and 
will not hearc us withour it ; becauſe, as it is 
Iames 1.6.inthe ſame lace, where faith is requi. 
red, there is good realon why it is required; for 
ſaith the Apoſtle there, He that beleewes mot, or he 
that wavers, hee is hike a wave of the ſea: thatis, 
ſomerimes in his prayer heis very earneſt, as 
wave that ſwells high; ſomerimes againe hewill 
benothing at all: yea, faith the Apoſtle, heis nc 
onely uneven in the bulineſle of prayer, ſome- 
times earneſt and forward,and ſometimes giving 
over againe, off and on, bur ſuch a manis un. 
ſtable in all his wayes ; for hethat truſts in God, 

will becarefull, not onely in prayer, butto keepe 
all his wayes right, but he that truſts him nor, 
wavers inevery thing: he is ( irmay be ) diligent 
in prayer, hee will looke to his wayes for atime, 
bur hce reſts not upon God, hee reſts upon other 
things, Hee is like a wave, hee is not conſtant : and 
therefore faith is required, .Now, when I fay | 
faith isrequired,know this, that thcre is adoublc 
faith required: 


1 


— aw a>. oo uw uw en. ©, 
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| The one is afaithinthe providence of God,the 
other is a faith in his promiſe. Firſt, 


— 
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Firſt, I ſay, fairh inthe providence, which is a 

ing of much moment, and we are apt to forger 
it, Weſee it cleerely, Pſal.1 46 .Bleſſed is he that 
truſts in the God of Tacob,gc. who made heaven,and 
eth,and the ſea ,who keepes covenant ,and mercy for 
ever : you lee faith there required in the provi- 
dence, He made heaven and earth,the ſea, he 1s ſuch 
260d, who is able to bring greatrhings ro paſſe, 
for he made heaverrand earth: and is he not able 
todoceany thing beſides ? 

Secondly, there muſt be a faith in his promi- | 
ſes, as is expreſled inthe other words, He keeperh 
Covenant for ever. So likewiſe,toexpreſſethe de. 
fe of it: You ſee when Marthaand Mary came 
toChrift to raiſe Lazarus, they belceved he was 
ready h to doe it, ( there was faith in his 
willingneſſe) but they wanted faith in his provi- 
dence ; for Martha comes to him, and tells him, 
Lord, ſaith ſhee, Hee hath beene in the grave foure 
dyes : as if ſhee had ſaid, ſurely now it cannot be | 
done, if thou hadſt come ſooner, it might have 
beene brought to paſle:ſo ſhe beleeved hun to be 
willing,butthere wanted faith inthe providence. 

ine, as here faith in the providence was 
wanting, ſo weſee, in the Leper, there was faith 
inthe — may be,rhe other was wan- 
ting, but that is not expreſſed, it is more proba- 
ble hee had both) Lord, if thou wilt, thou canſt, 
make me whole. Here was an evidence of faith in 
the providence, he acknowledgeth his power, if 
thou wilt, thou canſt make mee whole : bur becaule 
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Mat-7.7. 


Wee doubt of 
Gods wil 1n2- 
nes more than 
of his power ro 
grant our re- 
queſt-, 


How faith may 
be ſtrergrhned 
ian prayer. 
From: Gods 
Arribares. 
Whach are of 
two {orts. 

t. Abſolute. 


faith inthe promiſe too ſo, I ſay, there muſt be 
a faith, firſt, in the providence; ſecondly, there 
muſt be a fairh alſo in the promule of God : yoy 
| have ground m_ for that, you have .his ſure 

word tor i”, he hath ſaid, ke and ye ſhall have, 
ſeeke and yee ſhall finde, knocke and it ſhall be opened 
to you; and whatſoruer you ake, if it be according 
to Ji will, it ſhall be done to you. Sothat is the thing 
wee are chiefly ro looke unto, to conſider this 
fairh in Gods promiſe ; for menareready to ſay, 
I doubt not but God is able; bur all che queſtion 
is, wherher he be willing or no. And therefore, 
if wee will have our prayers ſtrong, and preva- 
lenr, we muſt be carefull to ſtrengthen our faith 
in his promiſe: for, as that is ſtrong, ſo our pray- 
ers doe more prevaile with God. Iris a matterof 
much moment,and therefore we will ſhew brief- 
ly how your faith may be ſtrengrhened,and like- 
wiſe how you may know it. | 


— "v A 


great cauſewhy wee beleeve not the promile of 
God,and his readineſle to helpe us in difficult ca. 
les, becauſe wee are ignorant of the nature of 
God,of the Artributes of God,or ar leaſt,we doe 
not conſider them. For example, ( that I may 
open it to youa little, and ſhew you the way of 
making uſe of the Attributes of God, in calling 
upon him, & ſtrengtheni 


examples, how the Saints have ſtill ſtrengthened 
their faith from Gods Attributes) David ulcth this 
Argument 


4 —— 


——— 


| 
Firſt, you ſhall ——_— your faith, if you 
conſider the nature of God. Beloved, this is a 


| 


our faith from them) | | 


conſider, firſt,the I»ſtice of God, (I will give you | 


| 


| 


— 
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Argument, Lord thou art Inft,1 am Innoceat: when 
hetellerch God of his Tuſtice, and withall expreſ- 
th his owne Innocenie, it is a ſtrong Argu- 
ment. David, you ſee, uſeth ir oft, (I need notto 
name particulars ) Lord reward me according to mine | 
[anocency, &c. thow knoweit 1 am righteous, and 
mine enemics have done me thus and thus much 
wrong, & thou art juſt: God cannot wm this;for 
tisa ſtrong Argument, that is taken from ſuch 


1 Attribure. 


11uſtice, 


Fo againe, the goodneſſe of God, Lord, thou art | 2 Mercy. 


fullof mercie ; on the other ſide, I am full of mi- 
(frie: and when theſe are put rogether, it isa | 
oreat meanes to ſtrengthen our faith. And there- | 
fore, we ſee, David ofcen expreſleth his owne ca- | 
lamity, his diſeaſe, how he was oppreſſed by | 
enemies, and flandered, &c. and Gods mercic, 
| that is the ground of it, ) God full of compaſſion : 
vit he ſhould ſay, thou arr full of goodnefle,and 
lam incalamitie, and miſerie, at this time : and 
'thar was an Argument whereby he ſtrengthened 
his faith, 

Fo againe, another Attribute ot God is, his 
glory ; when we make the Argumentthus, Lord, | 
thou haſt an eye to thy glory, and I aime at thy | 
glory : In ſuch a requeſt, ir is a ſtrong prevailing 
Argument with him. You know, Moſes prevat- | 


— 


led with him, when he ſought the ſaving of the 


| 


whole people of Iſrael, Lord, ſaith he, thy name | 
villbe polluted,what will the Heathen ſay? And lince 
lameatthy glory in ir, deny me not. And like- 
wiſe Ezek:as, and David, they uſe the ſame Ar- | 
Qumetn 


— —— 


3. Glory. 


| C—— 


TD n= 
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no 


4. Power. 


2 Chr, 14, 11. 


z Chr. 20. 12+ 


5. Vneh:nge- 
ablenelle. 
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gument to God,Shall the duſt praiſe thee ? ſhall any 
glory be given to thee in the grave © ſhall wee 
able to doe any thing tor thy honour, when we | 
arc dead 2 So that the Arguments that are taken 
from Gods gloric , and our aymeat his glory, is 
another meanes to ſtrengthen our faith, 
Moreover, the power of God, that is another 
Artribure, whereby we may conceive the ſame | 
Argument, as before, when we goc to Gd, and. 
expreſle our weakneſle, and his power, Lord,we' 
arc weake, we are able to do nothing : Lord,thou) 
art Almighty,thou mad'ſt heaven and catth, it is 
a (tro Lemnene to prevaile with him. So,we 
ſee, Aſa prevailed with God, 2 Chr. 14.0h Lord, 
ſayth hee, 2t is all one with thee to helpe with many, 
or few, and we reſt upon thee: as if he ſhould ſay; 
We are exceeding few,we are exceeding weake,! 
weareable to docnothing , but thouartableto| 
doc it, witha few , as well as witha great mulci- 
tude ; therehe puts them rogerher. And the like 
we have of Jehoſaphat, Lord, we have no ſtrength to 
ſtand before our enemies but our eyes are to thee : As 
if he ſhould fay, thou haſt ſtrength and power e- 
nough, thou art able rodoe it,though we arcun- | 


able. This is another Argument taken from the | 


power of God. 
Againe, the nchangeableneſſe of God. When 


one comes to the Lord, and ſhall fay to him, 


Lord , thou haſt done thus and thus in former | 


times for thy ſervants, Zord,thou haſt done thus 
andthus for me,inanother caſe; and thon art un- 
changeable,thou art the ſame God:this is a great 


NICAancs 


—C 
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[meanes to ſtrengrhen our faith. As you know, | 
tisin your Law-ſuites , when you have a preſt- 
dent, iraddes ſtrengrk tothe cauſe, and when we | 
have preſidents for this, it will adde ſtrength to | 
us, and that ſtrengrh is taken from Gods unchan- | 
xeableneſle : if we put them togerher, Lord,thou | 
rt unchangeable, Zord,thou haſt done it ro other | 
nen in the like caſe, thou haſt done itto me alſo | 
inthe like caſe , ir is a ſtrong Argument, and an | 
Argumentthar David uſerh : You ſee how he is | 
ſtayed by it, P(al.22. 4.Lord,our fathers truited in 
thee,and were delivered they truſted in thee,c+ were 
wt confounded. As ifhe ſhould ſay, Lord,thou arr 
unchangeable, rhou heardeſt them in the ſame 
cle when they truſted in thee;now,itis my calc, 
and therefore I bcſeechthee to helpe mee in my 
altreſle, 

Againe,the faithfiulneſſe of God, the fidelity of 
Cod, that is another of his Attributes : and when 
wee make- our Argument thus, Lord, thou art 
aithfull, and I truſt in thee, it is a ſtrong Argu- 
ment,you know,it 15 an Argument thar py 
[much with men. A man is ready to ſay,he truſts 
\mee, I muſt not deceive him : Now the Lord 
'\keepes Covenant, and mercy for ever. When 
Kee come, and uſe this to him, Lora, thou art 
arhfull, thou haſt ſaid, thou wilt keepe Cove- 
une and mercy for ever, thou canſt nor doe 0- 
therwiſe, it is thy nature, thoucanſt not deny thy 
&ifc,andI reſt on thee, I depend on thee ; in ſuch 
ale, it cannot bce, the Lord ſhould faile us: 

2 man will not faile one that truſts in him, 


—_——_———_ - 


RE 


certainely 


in 


Stmile. 
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ment thatis uſed oft, thou ncuer faileſt them that 


truſt rhee. 
Then, beſides the abſolute Attributes of Go4 


a Mater : it is a ſtrong Argument that is taken 
from theſe. If we goe to the Lord, and ſay, Lord 
thou art a Farher, thou art a Maſter, thouart an 
Husband ; Whither ſhould the children goe, bur 
totheir farher? Whither ſhould the wite goe, bur 
to her Husband 2 Whither ſhould the fervants 
goc, but to their maſter, rotheir Lord ? Zory, 
thou haſt commanded us to provide for our 
owne, and He is worſe than an Infidel that provides 
not for his owne. Lord, wee belong to thee, weare 
thine. We ſee, David uſcth this Argument, tha 
God had made him.Y ou have it oft inthe Pſalmes, 
thar God had made him, not onely his Creature, 
but had made him againe, hee was his Servant, 
I am thy Servant : hee uſeth oft this Relatve, 
| that God was his God, and that hee was God: 
ſervant, one that did belong to him, and that 


' | did depend upon him. And ſurely (my Beloved) 


dependance, and ſeeking to God, 15a gren 
meanes to winne him tous. When wee {eean 
other depend upon us, one thar is ours, thats 
an effenall motive with men : the ſameis 2s 


Arguments in 
prayer ſtren 
then tart 


prevalent with God, and therefore may ſtreng- 
then our faith. Now,whenlI ſay theſe Argumets 
prevaile with God, the meaning is indeed , that 
they prevaile with us, they ſtrengrhen our faith, 
they enable us to beleeve, that God is ready to 


. 
_— 


as 


*l 


certainely the Lord will not, and that is an Argu. 


conſider his relative Attributes,he is a Father,and' 


tee 
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helpe us, and when wee belceve it, and ruſt up- 
on him ; then indeed God is readie to ſecond 
it; becauſe then we are prepared, wee can then 
pur up our deſires in the prayer of faith : other- 
wiſe they are put up with doubting, and that 
makes \ Son unacceptable to God, and uneffe- 
Quall. And now, as I haue ſhewed youthe way, | How wee may} 
{likewiſe ina word, we will ſhew you when we wn 
doe pray infaith, (for that is athing that is very | 
oſcfull)you ſhall know itby this: (for I addethar, 
becauſe I fee rhe Scripture requires it, as ſucha 
maine condition, without whicha man cannot be 
accepted, Be it done to thee according to thy faith, 
it is every where inculcated ) you thall know it 
| {by he quietnefſe of yonr minde, and your ſecu. .- 
rity. When a man. calls upon God , and his wary oma 
minde is quiet in it, iris a ſigne that he beleeves, | minde after. 
and truſts in him, it is a prayer of faith. Hannah, 

you know, in that all bh looked no more ſad, 
becauſe ſhee truſted in God, ſhee belecved the 
thing ſhould be done : and therefore, if you finde 
ſolicirude and perplexity in your mindes, ir is a 
ugne that your prayers want ſo much faith, for 
and 


”—— 


| 


| 
| 
' 
; 
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you did reſt upo2 Ged, you would be quiery} 
nd ſecure in him. 9I0 

Secondly, if you doc belceve, you will conti- | t 
nue in prayer. You know, it was an argument of ance in prayer. 
the fairh ofthe woman of Canaan, thar ſhe conri- | 
nwed,hat ſhe would rake no deniall ; though the 
Lord denied her, and pur her off, yer ſhee held | 
| out: and what was thereaſon of it? becauſe ſhe | 
beleeved that he was the ſonne of Davie, that he | 

I 
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Stumile, 


Ffay 38. 


Dal 
the uſe of 
DBcancs 


m 
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end. So that continuance in praycr,it is an argy. 
ment wee doe beleeve the Lord. As a manthar 
beleeves, thar ſuch-a man is within the houſe 
whom he defiresto ſpeake with, he is content to 
waitlong; Or one, that hatha ſuit,and he knowes 
that hee ſhall havean end of ir, at thistime, hee 
will never give over : Soit is inthis caſe, if wee 
beleeve, wee will becontent to wait, He that be- 
leeves will not make hajte, becauſe he truſts in God, 
and depends upon him. 

Likewiſe,an argument of faith isa diligent uſe 
of thoſe meanes that God hath preſcribed , and 
no other. And ſo we have ſhed youtwothings 
that are required in praicr : Thatthe perſon muſt 
be 1ighteous, and within the Covenant: Second. 
ly, faith is required, and likewiſe how this faith 

zs wrought, both in his providence, and in 

his promiſes, aud likewiſe how wee 
know, whether our pray- 
ers be theprayers of 


or no, 


Km 
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| was merciful, and that hee would heare inthe 
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t THESS. 5. 17. 
Pray continually. 


WH E next condition required in 

| BP prayer is fervency, you konw the 
ON [42 place , The prayer of the righteous 
(9 ROD prevailes mach, if it be fervent. The 

SPE [od requires this qualification 
© proper becauſe ir puts the heart into « holy 

ſpirituall diſpoſition: for ir is not ſimply 
the making of the requeſt, that God lookes for 
# our hands , but ſuch a working upon our 
hearts by prayer , ſuch a bringing of themto 
1g00d frame of grace, by thar dury, that there- 
by wee are more fitted to- receive the mercy, 


fa. kk 


Le 
\ 
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Vency- 
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What Gedre:f 
quires in praier 
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Why God re- 
| quires fervecy. 


{ | Sumule. 


thar before we were not. When a man is fervent 
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in prayer, it ſets all thewhecles of the ſoule the 
right way, it puts the hearr into a holy and ſpiri. 
tuall diſpoſttion and temper z ſo thar the Zo4 
ſees itnow fit to beſtow mercy upon ſucha man, 
that before was unfit, by reaſon of his unto- 
wardneſſe, and ſtubbornefſle of heart, by reaſon 
of that uncleane and unholy diſpoſition, that he 
ſaw in him. And therefore hee will have prayer 
fervent, not ſo much becaule the very fervency 
of prayer it ſelfe is reſpe&ed, but becauſeby yer. 
rue of that fervencie the heart is made better; 
when 2 man comes to God with a requeſt, like 
the requeſt of the patient tothe phyſitian, it may 
be the phyfitian dewes long, when the patient 
askes things that are pleaſant and agreeablero 
him ; not becauſe he 1s unwilling to give them, 
but becauſe chis body muſt be brought into ano- 
thertemper, he muſt rake a vomit,ora purge.that| 
perhaps 1s grievous to him, but this muſt be done| 
before he be fitto receive ſuch cordialls: ſothe 
' Lord doth with his ſervants , though hee bee | 
willing to beſtow ſuch mercies on them, yer, be- 

cauſe they are not fitted, he requires continuance 
in prayer,and fervencic in it. Therefore, we ay 
in prayer all the graces of Gods Spirit are {ct 
on worke, and the more fervent the prayers, 
the more they are intended, the more they are 
ated, the more they are increaſed, and there- 
fore the Lord is moved by this fervency, to be- 
ſtow a mercie on us, that otherwiſe hee would 


not doc 
- But 
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But now all the queſtion is, whart this terven- 


17 - 


F Sf. | 

cie 15 * 
| You ſhall find ir uſually expreſſed in the Scrip- | «nſw. | 
[tures by ſuch mctaphors as theſe, Cryrng to the —_ m=_ 
Lord, wreſtling with the Lord, ſtriving with him, s ſaid ty 


fervent. 
and grving him no rezt , wherein theſe two things 


areto be marked : 

Firſt,a man is ſaydthento be fervent, when he 
puts all his ſtrength to prayer, when hee is very 
earneſt, and imporrunate with the Lord, when 


| 


I 
When wee pur 
to all our 
tren2th nor- 


hee ſtrives, and contends with him, though he 
finde many difficulties, and impediments, yet he 
breakes thorow all; this is to be fervent in pray- 
cr, to be importunate with the Zord. For exam- 
ple, when a man comes to pray, and findes many 
. | diſcouragements, and findes himſelfc guilry of 
many finnes, and findes little holineſle, he hath 
bur {ble faithto his owne ſenſe, he findes much 
deadneſſe of ſpirit, yer he continues inſtant not- 
withſtanding ; and when likewiſe hee doth nor | 
onely finde theſe impediments in hinaſelfe, bur 
hee findes the Lord cxcceding backward to the 
thing,cither giving no anſwer, turning the deafe 
care to him, or it may be, givinga contrary an- 
[wer, as tothe woman of Canaan. 
| As forexample,when a man comes to pray tor 
health, it may be his ficknes increaſethupon him 
more, when he praycs to overcome ſuch a luſt or 
tempration, it may be, itis doubled upon him; 
when hee prayes for ſuch a deliverance, it may 
be, the oppreflion growes more and more; as it 
was with - Iſraehtes, when they _—_ for de- 
I 3 werance, 


wahſtanding 
diftculues. 
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When wee arc 
conltanr. 


Cautions 2- 
bout fervency. 


I 
Thar ut be a 
fruit of faith. 


| $1mile. 


_— 


| wraſtle with the Lord: for all wraſtling, and ſtri- 


verance, the oppreſſion grew greater: now to 
hold our norwthſtanding this, and to continue 
inpray:r, andto ourwraſtle God in it, though he 
ſceme backward tothe requeſt; this is tobefer. | 
yent in prayer. | 
Secondly, fervency is not onely loud praying, 
but continuallknocking,whena man is not onely 
importunate with the Lord, but hee contin 
long, hee will not giveover,till hee have gotthe 
bleſſing. You kvow, Jacobs ftervencie was {cergin 
char, that he continued all night, He wreledwith 
the Lord. W hat was the realon that he wreſtled- 
Hee would not let him goe, till he had got the bleſſing, 
till he had obrainedthe thing he ſought for. $0 
I ſay, this carneſtneſle, and continuance inpray. 
cr, the breaking through all difficulties, this is to 


ving, you know, ſuppoſeth ſome oppoſition on 
the other part. Indeed, if there were no oppo- 
ſirion, it were a {mall thing ; but, I ſay, whenthe 
Lord is moſt backward, when thething is moſt 
improbable, when there is much difhcultie, that 
you know not how it ſhould be broughtro paſſe, 
yet you continue ſtriving, and give the Lord no 
reſt, you will not give over; this is fervency in| 
prayer, and this isa condition that the Lord rc- 
quires. Onely theſe two Cautions mult be re- 
membred, that we miſtake not this fervency : 
Firſt, remember, fervencie, if it be right, it! 
muſt be a fruit of faith: for thereis a fervencic| 
that comes not from faith, but from a natural! 
ſenſe of want, when a man is indeed as a ſwine 


that 
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|thatis piached,which, you know, will cry excee. 
ding loud, not becaule it lookes for helpe, bur 
becauſe it 1s pinched : ſoany creature,or man na. 
wrally will uſe importunity, when he wants any 
thing,he will beearneſt in his requeſts; ſuch fer- 
vency the Lord regards not, becauſetherc is no 
more but a meere expreſhon ofnaturall deſires, 
[there is no holineſle in it, there isno fire of the 
Spirir, bur when this 15 added to it, that there is | When ferven- 
not onely aſenſe ofthe thing wee want, bur alſo | 7 59 fruit of 
a hope of mercie, a ground to beleevethar I ſhall | + 
haverhething granted, and our of this ground I 
amearneſt and importunate;how earneſtnefie is 4 
fruit of faith. When Ieſus Chriſt lived upon 
carth , when men came and cried earneſtly unto 
him, and were exceeding importunate, ſome to 
be healed of their diſcales, tome to have devils 
caſt out,&c. we ſee his anſwer was ſtill ro them, 
Beit to thee, (how?) not according to their im- 
portunity, and fervency , but according totheir 
faith : as if he ſhould ſay, I heed not, I regard 
not all this clamour and carneſtneſle, if they be 
onely expreſſions of ſuch wants, if they be only 
in the ſenſe of ſuch need, and no more, butif 
they proceed from faith, and rhart faith ſer you 
on worke to call upon mee, Be it unto thee accor- 
ding to that. For indeed, theſe two things make 
up fervency in prayer, ſenſe of need, and hope 
of mercie, when a man hath faith and hope to in- 
creaſe his fervencie; and it ariſcth from that 
ground, as well as out of the other, ( notthart I 
excludethe other, for iris a very great helpe, _-_ 
I that 


Whence fer- 
vency ſprings, 


HY + 
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mingled wah 
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that which purs ſticks on the fire, as it were, to 
make our fervency the more) I ſay,from ſenſe of 
our need, when we conſider (crioufly whar want 
wee, have, and then adde this hope, and faith, 
when theſe two ſhall ſer you on worke, this fer- 
vency is a fruit of faith, This 1s one cautionthat 
muſt be remembred. 

Another Caution is this, that your tervency | 
be joyned with ſincerity ; for a man may beter-| 
vent to obtaine ſuch and ſuch blefdings,as he may | 
begge at Gods hand very earneſtly , hee may! 
aske credir,he may aske to have guidance in ſuch 
2 bufinefſe, he may aske wiſdome tobring ſuch! 
an enterpriſe to paſſe, hee may aske health, and; 
continuance of lite, but to what end 2 it it be char 
hemay beſtow it uponhis luſts, if it be thathe 
may live more deliciouſly, that he may be ſome 
body moreinthe world, that he may have our. 
ward conveniences, ſuch as his fleth defires, if 
this be all, here this tervency is not regarded, 
not that theſe things are excluded, for the Lord 
GIVES Us _ to ſeeke our owne comforts, = 
you may beearneſt, andim nate, even for | 
the comfort it ſclfe ; but verallcheſs, ifthey be 
nor capable of a further uſe, if that be notinten. 
| ded, bur the abuſcofthem, and an intent to uſe 
them another way, the Lord heeds irnor, it is 
no true fervencie, And therefore in Rom. 12.11. 
it is the exhorcation of the Apoſtle, Be fervent in 
ſpiret ſerving the Lord , when wee many times, it 
may be, are fervent in ſpirit ſerving our (elves, 


— 


|WEare fervent to aske ſuch and ſuch roquuſleon 
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of ends of our owne, as when a man deſires able 
irs, high gitrs, to get glory, and to ger wealth 
n hinſelfe and nor - Eve his maſter, this is to 
kethe ralent,norfor his maſters uſe, but for his 
owne uſe ; doe you thinke the Lord will heare 
ſuch prayers? can you expe it at his hands You 
ſhall ſee the contrary diſpoſition in the Saints ; 
when = were carneſt with the Zord for any 
thing, ill they expreſle that to him, and ſay, 
Lord, wee defire not this for our ſelves, but 
thy glorie, that wee may uſe it for ſome good 
purpoſe, &&c.Dawid,when he was earneſt for life, 
when he was in {icknefle, and doubted of his re- 
covery, what argument doth he uſe * Zora, ſaith 
he, ſhalt thow have glory in the grave ? As if hee 
ſhould ſay,if rhou give me life, I will give it thee 
gaine, Iwill improve it, and husband it rothy 
vantage, and not to mine owne. And {o Han- 
ach, when ſhe was carneſt for a ſonne, ſhe makes 
this Ew tothe Lordxthat he ſhall be for him, 
and his advantage; ſhe would dedicate him to his 
uſe, and conſecrare him to his ſervice. So laced, 
when hee was carneſt withthe Zord ro givehim 
meat, drinke, and cloathes, &c. Lord, laith he, 
f thou doe, I will give the temth part to thee againe. 1 
, When the heart is thus diſpoſed in our fer- 
vencie, in our importunitie, when we aske an 


3 


thing at the Lords hands, that our conſcience tells 


uswithin, that if wee had it, wee would beſtow | 
it upon the Lord, wee would nor abuſc it, wee | 
would not ſpend it on our luſts, it ſhould not be | 


to ſerve our ſelves, bur to ſerve the Lord with- | 
all, 


CT —— —_— 
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uſed in their 
prayers. 
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| all, then our fervency is rightly ordered. | 
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The next condition required, is humility, as 
Lames 4. The Lord gives graceto the humble : And! 


U 


call upon my name, then will I heare in heaven, and 


| eramt therr requeſts. And throughout the Scrip. 
ture, you ſce,rhat thisis a condition that the Lord | 


purs in every wherc ; Hee hath reſpett to the low. 
flate, Iſay 66.2. ſaith the Lord, All theſe things have 
hands made, looking upon all the creatures, 
the whole frame of them, they are all good, and! 
[ have reſpe& unto them bur, ſaith he, I regard 
not all theſe in compariſon of an humble hearr, | 
To him will I looke that is of an humble and contrite 
ſpirit : when the Lord lookes upon our prayers, 
if they come not from a broken heart, they want ' 
that condition that he lookes for : for Hee gives 
grace to the humble, becauſe ſucha manis little 
in his owne eyes, and fit to beexalted, fittore- 
ceive a mercy at Gods hands. 
You know, it isarule that the Lord keepes, 
for ſuch as are humble and low, ſuch he exalts; 
thoſe that exaltthemſelves he puts downe. Now 


whena man 1s little in his owne eyes, that par- 
vity, that ſenſe of his owne unworthineſſeisa 
prevailing argument with him ; and therefore 


2 Chron .7.14.1f my people humble — and 


Gen. 32. Jacob uſcth that Argument, whenhee 
comes-to put up thar, petition, to be dilivered 
from Eſau : Lurd, 1 am leſſe than all thy merces : 
that is, take any of thy mercies, and put them in 
one-end ofthe balance, and put me inthe other, 


|andIamleſſethan it, andlighter thanit, whkeal 
X r 


——Y 
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the worth that is in mce, it is not heavie enoug | 
for the leaſt mzrcie. Now, when hee was thus 
humbled, and Ltrle, and vile in his owne eyes, 
the Lord beſtowed that mercie on him, hee was 
now fit to receive it. So David, when the Lord 


_—_ 


ſends him word by Nathen, that he would build 
| him a houſe for ever, (you lee how hee expreſſed 
| himſelfe ) Hee went into the houſe of the Lord, and 
| (ate before him, and ſaid, Lord, what am I, and what 
is my fathers houſe ? As it he ſhould ſay,I was ta. 
ken our of the duſt, I was one of the meaneſt men 
of 1ſael, and a man of no account, of no worth, 
and yet thou haſt had reſpe& unto me thus farre, 
not onely to make me King over thy people, bur 


to build my Kingdome, and my houle, ro make 
|meaconſtant houſe forever. I ſay, this ſenſe ot | 
| our owne unworthineſle, it makes us more fir to 


2 Sam.7.18, 


| receive the mercie, to be exalted by receiving | * 


fucha requeſt, as wee put up tothe Lord; and 
| -_—_ hce regards the prayer of the hum- 
e 

| Moreover, God gives grace to the humble,thatis, 
he ſhewes favour to them, when they come and 
ke - thing at his hands, becauſe an humble 
| Man will be ready to doe whatſoever he will. it 
1s an expreſſion of David, in As 13.22. Hee 
will doe whatſoever 1 will : that may be ſaid of 
| cvery humble man, he is exceeding pliablero the 
| Laras will, hee is ready to doe whatſoever he 
knowes to be his pleaſure, hce reſiſts him in no- 

- Now, when a manwill doe whatſoever 
God will, the Lord will be ready to doe wharſoc- 


ver | 


—— 


2 
God gives 


graceto ſuch. 


AQs 13.32 
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| ver he will ; be will be ready to ſay to him,ashe 
| did to the Canaanite, Oh woman, bee it tothe x; 
| hou wilt, When a man, onthe other {ide,reſiſts 
the Lord, ( as every proud man doth, faith the 
text)the Lordreſifts hum,the Lord reſiſts the progd 
and gives grace tothe humble. A reſiſting ſpititcay. 
ſcrhthe Zord to reſiſt our prayers ; and therefore 
it is,that the Lord is ready tothe humble man, be. 
cauſe he ycelds to the Zord inal things;and when 
a man yeelds to the Lord, ( rake that for a rule } 
in obeying Gods commandements, God will yeeld 
to us in granting our peritions. 

Beſides, whenrhe heart is humbled, and bro. 
ken, and contrite, it is an acceptable (acrifice to 
the Lord, which winnes itat his hands : he ſmell; 
a ſweet ſavour from ſuch a facrificeaboyeall 
other ; yea, it is that which ſers a high priceupon! 
every lacrifice that wee offer ; the beſt prayers, 
the beſt workes, that proceed not froman hum-' 
ble heart, hee regards them not: as Pſal. 5 1. Lord! 
faith he, if'7 offer ſacrifice, thou wilt not regard tt, 
but the ſacrifice of a contrite, and humble ſfpirt , 
thoſe thou regardeſt , and thoſe ſacrifices that 
proceed from it. When we come to make a pe- 
tition to the Zord, ( it was the manner inthe old 
law not to come empty-handed) a proud perſon 
comes empty-handed , but an humble perſon | 
comes with a ſacrifice, and the beſt ſacrifice; be. 
cauſe he ſacrificeth himſelfe, and his ownewill, 
thar is, he empties himſelfe of himſelfe,he opens} 
a doore tothe Lord to come, and dwell in him, 
when a proud man barres him out ; nhotiny 

ce! 


— 


— 
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— 


The Saints daily Exerciſe, 


ice the Lordis well pleaſed with , and ſuch a (>. 
crifice ſpeakes for one, it makes a way for his re- 
queſts, and thereforerhe Zordhearkens to ir, 
Laſtly, the Lord is ready to hearethoſe that 
xe'tumble , becauſe whaſterer they receive, 
they take it as of grace, and not as debt : whereas 
proud man, a man that hath a good conceit of 
himſelfe, a man that is lifrup in his owne opini- 
on, thinkes it to be due, hethinkes there is ſome 
correſpendence betweene his works, and the wa- 
ges. You know what is ſaid ofthe Phariſee, that 
the publican went away juſtified rather than he.'\Why 
ſo? Becauſe the Publican thought himſelfe wor- 
thy ofnothing. Andtherfore Ezek.36. 31.,when 
the Lord promiſeth thoſe great mercies to his 
ople, he requires this condinion of them, that 
they ſhould acknowledge themfelves worthy to be de- 
firoged. When a man hatha ſenſe of his owne 
uworthineſſe, and ſo comes ro the Lord, and 
askes ir as of meere graceand mercy, thar 1s a 
great motive to prevaile with him : for he is very 
carefall of that. You know in Deve. 8. 11, how 
wary the Zord was in giving this rule to them ; 
Take heed when thou commeſt into that good land, 
thinke not to ſay wit h thy ſelfe,the Lord hath done this 
for my owne righteouſneſſe. No, ſaith he, 7 have not 
dine it for that, but for my Covenant which 1 made 
with Abraham,Iſaac,cy1acob: thatis tor my owne 
names ſake, tor my mercies ſake, for the cove- 


this 


| 


nantthat | confirmed with them. thar is the cove- }- 
nant in leſus Chriſt gherehote ve doneir,and | 
not fax yotowhe r1ighteouſnes, So.you (ee,that 


125 A 
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Creerrn—n—n—_— this iSA codition the Lerd will have obſerved 


bled, thata man be little, and vile irihis owne 


- 4 our hearts, is tocome with holy hearts, as inthe 


I Tim.2.8, "Firdochags thy oe 
| gives there, Lift up pure hands witPokt waath &r 
= doubting : 


in our calling upon him, that our hearts be hum. 


eycs ; that he come witha broken, and contrire 
hearr, pliable to him inall things, ay 6 obey | 
him ; when the heart 1s ſo diſpoſed, oives 
grace, that is, he ſhewes favour, heis ready tg | 
granr our requeſts, : 

Th: next condition required in prayer,is, that 
wee ſanttifie the Lord in our hearts. Youknow, 
whcn Nadab and Abihu drery neere unto him 
with a common fire, ( when they ſhould have 
brought ſuch fireas came from heaven, holy fire) 
the Lorddeſtroyed them: and hee gives this rea- 
ſon, For I wil be ſanttified in theſe that draw neere to 
we. When we come to call uponthe Lord, we 
know, then we come neereto him, and in ſuch 
drawing neere , wee muſt ſanQifie him in our 
hearts, that is, we muſt conceive him tobe, as he 
is,,moſt holy. Nowifthe Lord be moſt holy, if 
he that is uncleane,and impure,and unholy, ſhall 
come neere him, hee ſanRifies notthe Lord God, 
(that is) hee comes not to him as toa moſt ho- 
ly God, but hee lookes upon him, as if he were 
a common perſon. And therefore whentocver 
they came to offer a ſacrifice,in the old law,they 
were firſt purifiedzif any man were uncleane,and 


his people. Therefore, ro ſanific the Lordin 


ſhould offer a ſacrifice, he was to be cut off from | 


—_ — ——  — ————— rs... mo 


— 


I27 


W— —— 


dbting: lift up your hcarts, and innocent hands, 
without wrath, or doubting. 
You will ſay unto me, what is this holineſle- Qui, 
Beloved, it 1s nuthing bura ſequeſtring, or (c- _ = * 
pacating any thing from a common uſe, and ap- | — 
 propriating it t0 GOD alone, that is holineſle. | 
You know, whatſoever was holy to the Zord, 
inthe Temple, or otherwiſe,wherher it were ho- | 
[ly veſſels, or holy men, as the Prieſts,it was ſe. ' 
ed from all other uſes, and made peculiar to | 

im, and ro his ſervice. Now the heart of a man | 
s holy _ , When ir is — from all | a_—_— 
ings clſe, and iar tothe Lordalone. Asa | ty 
rw, wiſes to Arwks) whoſe affetions are v ruth 
beſtowed upon him, and no other perſon elſe; ſo} 
| when the is to the Zord alone, when all 
theaffeRions are intent upon him, and beſtowed 
| upon him, and upon none elſe, this is to have the 
heart wholly to him. Sothat now hee that will 
tave an eye upon credit, upon vaine-glory, upon 
wealth, upon his luſts, upon any thing beſides 
the Zord, that the heart is wedded to ir, that he 
deſtowes any part of that conjugall affeftion up- 
01 1t, that ſhould be wholly the Lords, rhis man 
$ an unholy man, his heart is not holy : for itis 
nor ſequeſtred from other things , and conſe- 
crated to him alone : for that is to be holy. 
And as the hearr muſt bee holy, ſo mult the | i 
Fayer be holy. When a man prayestathe Lord | wut be huy. 
th reſpeR unto him, and hath ag,gycpon |. 
im,and nothing elſe comes in to take away part 
Plan, prayer; it by-reſpeR, and worldly, and 


| 


carnall 


4 


_— 
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, carnallrhoughts come in,and ſer you on worke to 
| pray, now thclic havea portion & intereſt in your 
| prayers, they make your prayers profane and 
| common, they are not peculiar to the Lord, they 
arc unholy. So thar is the holines then in ſceki 
the Lord, when we are knit, and wedded to him, 
when one takes this reſolutionto himlſelfe, I am 
the Lords ſervant, and him will I ſerve, I am not 
the ſervant of man, nor of any creature, am mar. 
ricd to the Lord, and his will I be alone, I will 
withdraw my heart fromallrhings elle. So like 
wiſe when a man prayes, ſothar his ſoule is in- 
| tent upon the Zord, and upon nothing beſides, 
when the whole ſtreame of his affeCtions are car. 
ried to him, this is to ſeeke to him in holineſle, | 
this i5 to ſanctific the Lord in our hearts. 
And laſtly, if there be any conſcience of ſinne, 
FWaY 4 (that w—_ I finde uſed in Heb.1o. )thatis if 
3 there be an evill conſcience, if a man be conſci- 
.Porticular 63s | ous to himſelfe of any finnethar is unrepentedof, 
mot | ſuchamancannor pray,that makes him unholy: 
T if there be any ſinfull luſt yer living in him, that 
is unmortified in him, which is not wathed - 
way, ſucha man is unholy : yea, iy Beloved, 
the Saints themſelves, when they finne againſt 
| God, as you heard heretofore, they are ſulpen- 
dcd from the Covenant ; though they be within 
"Os ' frhe Covenant, yet they are ſuſpeuded from recci 
| vitig the benefit by it, that otherwiſe they might 
have, till that ſinne be waſhed away , they are 
not holy. A Prieſt, or one that was holy, if hee 
rouched any unclcane thing, hee remand 4 
olv.\ WM = 
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| holy, till he was waſhed, though otherwile he 

were holy habitually, wholly dedicated to Gods 
ſervice; to it may be with thoſe, that are within 
the Covenant, thoughthou be a holy man, yer, 
if thou touch pitch, thar is, ifthy hcart be pol- 

[lured with any finne, of one kinde or other, as 

{long as that remaines, thou art unholy. Ifthou 

come now, and ſeeketothe Lo « », you know 

what the judgement was inthe old law, ſuch an 

onewas to be cut off from his people. And there- 

fore, you ſhall finde, this was the conſtant pra- 

ice of the Saints, whenthey ſought the Lord, 

for any ſpeciall mercy, they began with taking 

paynes with their owne hearts,with humbling 

themſelves for their owne finnes, and the ſinnes 

of the people : as wee know, Daniel and Ezra, 

and David, in their prayers, ( Inecd not ſtand 

[rogive you inſtances) and indeed fo ſhould we 

|awayes, when we come with any requeſt, and | 
petition to the Lord. 

Firſt, let a man cxamine his heart and his life 
diligently, looke backe to allhis former wayes 
[conſider and goe throughall the particulars ; ſec 
if there be any thing amiſle, ifthere be any tin- 
Qure of uncleanneſle yer lying upon him, that is | 
not yer waſhed away, if there be any pollution, 
any defilement of fleſh, or ſpirit ; and let him 
know that it is but labour loſt, ic is a provo- 
king ofthe Lo x », rocomeas a manunprepa- 
Ty to draw ncere to him, Cxceprt he be clean- 
ed, 


| 


But you will ſay, How ſhall we becleanſcd * | 
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I anſwer, youare cleanſed by renewing your 
repentance, and ſprinklingrthe bloud of Chriſt: 
when a man humbles himſelfe for his ſinne, and 
entreth into a covenant with God, notto returne 
unto it, when hee makes his heart perfeR, and 
ſincere with the Lord in thar particular. 

And ſecondly, when he ſhall withall beleeye, 
that it is forgiven through Chriſt, when he is 
ſprinkled with his bloud to waſh it away:though 
thy ſinne begreat, yerthis will make xn pure, 
now thou art waſhed, as itis inthe 1 Corin. 6. g, 
Now you are waſhed, now you are ſanttified, now you 
are juſtified : therefore ler not a man be diſcou- 
raged in this caſe : for, I confeſle, there isno- 
thing that gives ſuch a checke to our prayers, 
that gives 1o many ſtabs to them (as it were ) 
that hinders us in > & duty, as the conſcience of 
finnc, when a man remembers ſuch and ſucha 
{in he hath committed : yet be not diſcouraged; 
for the bloud of Teſs =_ is able to waſh 
them away. Though a mans face bee very foule, 
yer you know, a baſen of cleare water will waſh 
ircleane,and all the filth is gone: now the bloud 
of Cn 15r, is more effetuall torinſethy 
conſcience, and to purge it fromdead workes, 
to take away, both the guilt of ſinne, and like. 
wiſe the power and ſtaine of it. And therefore, 
if thou haveany finne, labour to be waſhed from 
it, that then thou maycſt cometothe L o « v, 
having thy heart ſprinkled froman evill conſci. 
ence,and & body waſhed in pure water, as it 15 
Heb. 10. 22. Let us draw neere, ſaiththe Apoſtle, 

in 
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in aſſurance of faith : but how 2 Having our hearts 


lay, Otherwiſe your drawing neere will be to no 
purpoſe, you ſhall but provoke the L © & v in 
drawing 11ecre, except yoube thus ſprinkled, and 
thus waf 1ed, and thus purified, 

I, but you will ſay ro me, if this be required, 
who ſhali be heard in his praycrs * For who can 
ay his heartis pure,and his hands are innocent 2 
and if this be required, that we muſt lift up holy 
and pure hearrs,or elſe we ſhall not be accepted ; 
what comfort ſhall we have in calling uponthe 
Lord, at any time 2 

To this I anſwer, that to have a pure heart 
isnot to be free from (1n, & from daily failings, 
{for ſo indeed none ſhould have a pure heart ) 
but purcneſſe of heart, holineſle by wk is, tO 
lave our hearts ſprinkled from an evill conſcience, 
and to have our bodies waſhed _— water, that 
ls, to be purified before the Lord is nothing elie, 
but to have ſuch an habituall diſpoſition, which 
makes a man ready to waſh himſelfe ſtill, though 
be bee ſtill ſpotted with finne. So that this 1s 
the diſpoſition of a holy man; it a man thar 
drawes neere to the Lox Þ with a pure hearr, 
though he be ſtill ſported, and polluted, and 
defiled, yer hee hath an habiruall diſpoſition, 
he hath a principle within, hee hath a new na- 
turewithin, that is ſtill working our thar irapuri- 
tie, and waſhing it away ; though ſtill he bee ob- 


G———s 


ſrinkled from an evill conſcience : as it he ſhould 


poled,and aſſaulted,and rempted,and ſometimes [ 


Objett, 


eAnſw, 
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foiled, yer ſtill he reſiſts ir, and fights againſt it; 
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as the 1/raelites had acharge never to make peace 
with Amaleck:ſuch adiſpofition 1s in ſuch a man, 
he never makes peace with any finne; though 
he be led captive ſometimes by it, yer he yeelds 
not tothat captivity. This is to have a pure heart, 
though his heart be defiled ſometimes as a veſle] | 
will-be foute, yer he waſheth, and rinſerh his 
heart, he never fuffers it ro continue muddie, ang 


uncleane, and in a filthy diſpoſition, but he hath 
a fountaine, a ſpring. of grace within, that ill 
worke out all impurity, as a ring workes out 


mudde ; hee that thus purifies himſelte ll, 
though the foun:aine be muddie, though there| 
be many injefions, many temptations, many | 
luſts and ſinnes, yer, ifhe be purified himſelte, 
char hee will ſuffer no finneto mingle with his 
heart (as it were) to reſt there, and toabide, and 
dwell there, to lyc, and continuethere, ſuch; 
man hatha pure heart, We ſay, that is pure, thar 
is full of it (clfe, and will haveno heterogenea, no 
other thing mingled with ir, ſuch athingis pure, 
as pure oyle*is nothing elſe but oyle. Now he 
that hatha pure hcarr, 15 not he that hath ſimply 
nothing elſe, that hath no ſinne mingled, that | 
hath no droſſe mingled with hig winc, bur hee 
that ſuffers ir not to reſtthere , dot as oyleand | 
water,when you jumble them together, (as you | 
know, when they arc ſhakentogerher, they min- | 
gle) yet the oyle workes our, and puriticsit (elte, 
ir wil not ſuffer it ſelfe xo abide with the water: 
a inan that is regenerate, a man that /s borne of 


| God, hath a ſeed remaining, in him,though he - 
In, 
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[if thou finde in thy fſelfe ſuch 2 _—_— of 


[that parifying diſpoſition in the Saints, and 


"fin, yer, ſaith the | Apoltle, he cannot ſinne,that is, 


he doth not agree, he doth not mingle with that 
linne, it hath no reſt in his hearr, bur he workes 
It out ; in a paſſion when he is ſhaken(as it were) 
when he 1s tran{pgrted, when he is nothimſelfe, 
there may be a mixture, and the fountaine, and 
the ſpring may be made muddy, yet let him 


ot be diſcouraged ; what though thy tinnes 
bemany,and very great,and often repeatcd * yet 


pureneſle and holineſle, ſtill ro clenſe thy lelfe, 
though thou be ſtill polluted and defiled, I can 
allure thee, thy heart 1s pure, thou mayſt go with 
confidence tothe throne of grace. 

Bur now you will ſay this to me,(for that may 
be objeRed) why * but may not any carnall man 
ſay as much, he ſins againſt God, and comes and 
askes mercy, he comes and cries for forgivenes, 
and ſaith he will ſinne no more, and yet he finnes 
y__ the next day, and adaes drunkenneſſe to 
thirſt , that is, his ſinneand his repentance they 
runne ina circle,as drunkennefle and thirſt: how 
ſhall wee diſtinguiſh then berweene theſe two, 


| 


| 


| come to himſelfe, ſtill he works it our ;that is to | 

| have a pure heart. So that a man thus aftected 

| wy come with boldnes tothe throne of grace, 
n 


Objed, 


taoſe yaniſhing purpofes thar carnall men may 
have, that never had experience of the works 
: grace, of that puritie of hcart that we ſpeake 
0 - 


eAnſw, 


To this 1 anſwer briefly, you ſhall know the 
K 3 diffe- 


——— 


| 133 


| 


as 
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weakned by 
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difference by this, a godly man, when he falls 
into ſinne, and is defiled with it, hee waſheth 
himſclte fromday to day: you ſhall find alwayey 
this, that he gers ground of the finne, of theluſt, 
that manifeſts it {c1fe inany auall tranſgreſſion, 
ſtill ir loſeth by it, ir gathers not ſtrength, bur | 
lolerth ſtrength : ina carna}l ian 1c 15 quite con. | 
trary, his finnc ſtill increaſcth, and intends the | 
habir, andthe luſt growes ſtronger and {tronger, 
it gers ground of him,and thoſe good things that 
he hath, they are more and more worne our,and 
ſo they grow worſe and worſe from day to day . 
and thar is the property of anevill man, of unre. 
generacy whereſocver, it 15 apt to grow wore 
and worſe, and the more falls they have, the 
more finne gets ground,and the more they loſe 
but it is not ſo with an holy man, the more hee 
falls, the more ſtrength hee gathers, heeis the 
more holy by it, the more wary, and watchful, 
and the more hce is emptied of himſelfe, and 
drawes neerer tothe Lord, and is the more infla- 
med with love of him,heis ſtrengrhenedin faith, 
and repentance, and in every grace : {o that here 
the rule now holds not true, that actsincreaſe 
habits, but the contrary, acts leflenthe habirs, ' 
which isa paradox in philoſophy, bur hercitis 
ſo. | 

If youaske how it can be ? | 


' 
Ianſwer, inits owne nature every at intends 
the habit, as well in a godly man, as another 
man, but it comes to paſle by accident, as wee 
ſay, becauſe the grace in him is ſtirred up, by 


thole | 


——_—y 
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thole foiles, and flipps, and thoſe falles, and infir. 
mities, ro which he 15 ſubje&: I ſay, grace is ſtir- 
red up in him more and more, and receives 
more vigour, and ſtrength. As we ſay of true 
valour, it is increaled more by oppoſition, fo 
it comes to paſle, that the more the child of 
God falls into fianc, the more grace is intended, 
Satan gets leſle ground , as Hezechiah, when he 
ell into pride, the pride of his heart was leſſencd 
more by ir, than when he ſhewed his treaſure to 
the Ambaſladour ofthe King of Babel, he knery 
not before the pride of his heart ; that ſinne, thar 
fall did manifeſt his corruption, which hee did 
not ſee before. So that when the heart is ſtn- 
cere, when it is pure, whenthere is a rightprin- 
ciple within, grace is {ct more on worke to rcfiſt 
linne, So David, when he had numbred the peo- 
ple, that made him more humble, and thercforc 
the Lord ſhewed him more mercy afterwards, 
than ever he did bctore, hee ſhewed him where 
the Temple ſhould bce built, and uſed him in 
that worke, and never ſhewed him ſuch mercy, 
and kindnefle before: ( I cannor ſtand to expreſle 
P—_ ſo it is with all the Saints, their 

carts are never berter,nor in more holy teraper, 
nor more fearcfullro offend, and in a more gra- 
cious diſpoſition, than after their falls , and there- 
fore conſider this, that thou bee not deceived, 


[that thou mayſtdiſtinguiſh berweenethis falling 


nto ſinne, and waſhing yuur ſelves, and thar 
relapſe ro which evill men are ſubjc<R , and 


keepe that for arule, that wherelocver there is: 


* K 4 rrue 


tion, 


— 


—_ 
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Note. true grace, ſtill ir ſtirres ir ſelte more and more, 
2s it findes more reſiſtance, even as the winde 
Simile, | and the water, and the firedorh, you know, the 
watcr, when it findes a ſtop,it growes more vio- 
lent, and fo the wind; of the fame nature is 
grace,where it findes aſtop,ard hndes reſiſtance, 
ir growes more ſtrong, and intent. The hea. 
Vere 2:t5 *| then had a little glimpſe of this truth, when 

ſiren; 9 | they ſaid of verrue,that it growes morefreſh and 
vigorous by being wounded, thar is true of grace 

and holineſſe, rhe true vertue, the moreit1s op. 
poſed, the more it growes : even as you ſee 11 
oppolition in the diſputes of {chollers, and all 
kind of contentions-inlaw, or anything clle, the 
ſtronger rhe objeRion is, where there is ability 
in the partie, it producerh new motions, and 
new cl and puts them more toit , fo theſe 
aſlaulrs and remptations, when there is truth of 
heart within, it drawes out more holineſleto 
God, and more ſtrengrh, it multiplyes the graces 
of God within : ſo that the graces receive in- 
creaſe,the morethey are exerciſed,and intended, 
and finfull luſts decreaſe, the minde is morcemp- 
tied forth, the chaffe that is in us,and the drofle is 
more winnowed out,and the heart ismore clean- 
ſed from it. So much ſhall ſerve for this, that 
whoſoever will come to the Zord in prayer, muſt 
lanifie him in his hearr, that is, he muſt come | 
with a holy, and with a pure heart. Wee have 
ſhewed what this holineſſe, and pureneſle is, 
wherein ir conſiſts, and likewife how the obje- 
Gion is anſwered, that might deceive us. S0 
much for that property. | 


——— 
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the Lord, this is another condition that hee re. 
quires, to be thankfull tor the mercies youhave 
received already : # all things, faith hee, /et 
your requeſts bee made knowne to the Lord, with 
thankſerving - as it he ſhould fay, take heed of 
this, that whenſoever you come to put up any 
petition to the Lord, you forget not the duty of 
thanktulneſſe, but ſtill when you come to aske 
any thing that you wanr, remember that you 
cive thankes for that you have. Beloved, this 
condition muſt not be omitted : you ſce the Lord 
himſelfe puts it in very carefully, Let your requeſts 
bee made knowne with prayer, and Japan, and 
"1 thankſervins. There is nwch reaſon why 
our petitions, and requeſts ſhould be accom. 
panied with thankſgiving to the Zord : for is it 
nor reaſon when you come to aske ſomewhat for 
your ſelves, that you ſhould doethat alfo thar is 
acceptable to God ? Will a man ferve himſelte 
altogether, to come meerely ro aske the thing he 
wants £ This a man may doe out of love to him- 
ſelfe, out of reſpect to himſelfe, bur you muſt re. 
member to doe fomething that is pleaſing and 
acceptable to the Lord. And therefore you ſhall 
'finde in the old law, they were commanded ſtill 
tocome with peace Offerings, tharis,Offerings, 
wherein they expreſſed thankfulnes,whenſoever 
they had any ſpeciall requeſt to the Zoyd, you 
ſhall findthat was the manner in Levir.and other 
places, thar ſuch a man as came to requeſt any 


| Imuſt adde another, you ſhall find ir Phi. 4.6. | 
ihenſoever you come to make your reeueſts toy 


thing, 


17 
6.Condinion 
required in 
prayer, is 
Thankfulnes. 
Phul. 4.6. 


Note. 


[en 
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he breakes many times into that ſullenneſſe of 


rhingatthe Lords hands, might nor come empty 
handed : and what ſhould he bring with him a 
peace offering : what was that  thankfulneſſe 
for thar peace he had cnjoyed, that was a peace | 
offering; for peace is agenerall word, compre. 
hending all kinde of mercies. For what is our 
health, bur the peace of our humours within - 
whet is our chearctulneſle,and joy,but the peace 
of conſcience within £ allthe comfortwe have 
in our name and ſtate, ir is peace in the particy. 
lar,&c.So I ſay, whenſocver thou commeſt with! 
a petition, forget not to come with a peace offe. 
ring, that is, forget not to come with thankſgj. 
ving to the Zord, for that which thou haſt re. 
ceived;doe ſome-what thar is acceptable to him, 
as well as feeke for that which is ulctull forthy 
ſelfe. Beloved, there is much reaſon for it; be. 
cairſe, it a manbe poring on his wants ſtill, if i 
be in his mind, when he comes to call upon God, 
it will indiſpoſe him for ſpirituall performance, 
it will beget murmuring, and ſowrenes, and dil. 
content, it will imbirter his ſpirit: when asa man 
remembers many mercies that he hath received, 
when he makes acatalogue of them, and enume- 
rates them, it ſweetens his ſpirit, it makes him 
more gracious, it as thoſe graces that arcin 
him, it drawes him nearer to the Lord, it quic 
kens him, it makes him more contented with his F 
condition that he is in: wheras,onrthe other fide, lf 
forgettulneſſe of mercies, when a man is onely : 
intent upon his petition to have the thing done, | W |: 


diſpoſition, 


ot 
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liſpoſirion, thar we find in children, that when 

[they cannot have al that they would,they throw 
| way that which chey have ſo thatis our faulc 

| many times, when wee come and fecke to the 

| Lord for any thing thar we need, wee are fo in. 

[rent upon thar,thar we forget all the mercics wee 

| have received, as if they were nothing : the Lord | 

' would not have it ſo, but will have us remember 

| what wee receive, that wee may be content to 

want, that our hcarts may bee broughtto pati. 

ence, and contentment, under the crofle, and to 

want whatit ſhall pleaſe him for a time, to deny | 

us ; as 7ob reaſonerh, ſaith he, I have received good 

| fromthe Lords hands,(it is hisantwer to his wife) | 

and ſha#l I not receive ill ? So, it a good man be |The 6ghe of 


thankefull for mercies,it will make him ready to |fome good re- 


[ceived wil 


[doe ſo, it will make him content with thar [as eas 
(ſent want : for he lookes to that which hee hath | ene to want, 
had in hand. When a man faith chus with him. 
lelfe, thus, and thus much good I have received 
«the Lords hands : What though I want ſuch a 
thing 2 What though I be preſt with ſuch an af- 
flition,and calamiry 2 I will be contentrto beare 
It, Iſay, the Zord lookes for this, expoſtulating 
with him, and murmuring againſt him, is not a 
mecke manner of asking things at his hands, bur 
'when a man ſoaskes, that withall he is content 
\to be denied, if his good pleaſure be ſo; Now, 
thankfulneſſe for mercie, makes us ready to be 
fo affected, to be willing to be denied,to be con- 
tent to refigne our ſelves rothe Lord, and there- 
fore he will have thankfulneſſe to goe with ir, 


when 
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whenſoever wee come toaske any things at his 
hands. And therefore obſerve, that whenſoever 
you come to ſecke the Zord, yoube thankefall 
for the mcicies you have had, remember them, 
for -it is a great meanes to. prevaile in our re- 
queſts. Thankefulnes is (as it were) the incenſe, 
thar perfumes your petitions, that makes them 
acceptable, and prevalent with the Lord, {6 
much the ſooner. Prayer goes up without in- 
cenſe, when we offer up ur petitions without 
thankfulneſſe ; becauſe thartis a ſacrifice, as you 
know! it is called the calves of our lippes, and ever 
when you joyne thanketulneſle with your peti. 
tions, 1t is like a ſacrifice mingled with it, that 
helpes to prevaile with you. 

7 Condition The next condition is, and it muſt not be for. 


requiredin | 20tten, ofall the reſt, that we come to the Lord, 
> = in the name of Teſus Chriſt. This is athing com- 
name of the - | monly knowne, you will fay, who knowes not 
Lordleſis | that, except we comein the name of Chriſt, no 


mo petition can be acceptable 2 Beloved, I ſay to 


you in that caſe, as the Apoſtle James ſpeakes, 
lam, 4 Iames 4. where he gives this rule, that we ſhould 
lay,1f the Lord will,we will doe ſuch and ſuch a thing 
to morrow, cc. And when the anſwer wouldbe 
ready, who knowes not this 2 faith he, if you 
know the will 'of the Lord, and doc it nor, your 
judgement ſhall be greater, ſo I ſay, if any doe 
not practiſe this, ( and it isathing we are excec- | 
ding ready to forget, or wee are ready to doeit | 
in aformall, and in acuſtomary manner, butto 
doe it in good carneſt, as weeoughtto _ it 
therein 


= -_ od —— — 
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therein commonly wee come ſhort) yuu know 
how great a {mne it was, in the old law, to of. 
fer without a Pricſt ; inthe 17, of Levirrews it is 
ſaid there, if any man brought his Sacrifice, 
though ir were the beſt ſacrificeand the choice, 
yer, laith the text,if he did not bring it to the Prieſt, 
md to the Altar, but ſtay his ſacrifice elſewhere, 
nithout a Prieſt, ſuch a man was guiltie of bloud, 
and was to be cut off from his people , that is, hee 
was to be cut oft by the Prieſt, by cxcommuni- 
cation, and after by the civill Magiſtrate. You 
know,it was Yzztahs fault ro offer incenſe, when 
It was proper tothe Prieſt rodoe it. The ſane 
lnne we commit when we come to the Lord, 
and thinke, becauſe wee have repented, and 
prayed fervently, becauſe wee thinke, our 
hearts and ſpirits are in a good diſpolition, be- 
cauſe we know no ſinne, of which weare con- 


this is to offer withour a Prieſt, You muſt 
come thus to the Lord, and ſay thus unto him, 
Lord, I confeſle ( notwithſtanding all this) 1 
am unworthy, I have nothing in mie, why thou 
houldeſt regard mee, it cannot bee, that either 
|, or my prayer ſhould be acceptable, bur I he- 
leechthee,rake them atthe hands of C 1 x r s r, 


L:vitil7. 


ſcious, for this cauſe wee thinke that wee ſhall | 
bee heard. Ir is true : the Lord requires theſe | 
qualifications, in the party, when hce prayes , 
but take heede of thinking to be heard for this, | 


our High Prieſt, he that is entred into the veile, 
hethat rakes the prayers of the Saints, and mingles | 
them with ſweet odours , when a man can really | 
doe' 


LL — "OT 


In what man- 
ner to come to 


Ged, 
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doe this, with dependance upon Chriſt, and 
come boldly in his name, thar is to offer a ſacri. 
fice ro him; and this we muſt carefully remem. | 
ber z and therefore we ſee ancxcellent expreſſion 
of this in Levit. 5. where this is madeclearety 
you, that it is not any excellency inthe perſon, 
nor any m— in the prayer, nor any pure- 
neſſe, or holincſſe that is found in him, nothi 
that comes from man, that cauſeth his prayer 
to be acceptable, bur it is the Pricſt, in thatplace 
from verſ.8.tothe 11. You ſhall findetherethe 
law was,that hethat camero ſacrifice, muſt bring 
a ſbeepe, or a ſhee goat , bur if he were not ſo rich 
as to doe ſo, he was able enough to bring two tur. 
tle Downes, yet if he were notable to doe that,then 
ſaith the rext, He ſhall bring the tenth part of an E. 
-y of fine flowre, (a very ſmall thing) and faith 
e, let him give it to the Priejt, and he ſhall make 
an atonement for him , and his ſin ſhall ve forgiven, 
Whence I obſerve this, that it is not the goods | 
neſle of the ſacrifice, the price, nor the choiiaes, | Wl |, 
nor the excellency of that whenthey came with| WW! 
a thouſand Rammes, and ſo many ſheepe, and| BY |, 
bullocks, (as you read of many great [acritices 
that were offered by the Kings)yertherenth part] BY | 
of an Epha of fine lowre, which was excceding 
lirtle, this prevailed fully as much ; it ſhewesc- " 
vidently, that it is not inthe facrifice, butthe 
pooreſt, and the ſmalleſt, and the meaneſt facri- . 
fice will prevaile with God, as well asthe rict» & 
to 
ma 


eſt, and the greateſt. Whartis the reaſon * For, 


ſaith he, it is the Prieſt, that mult offer it, hee 
makes 
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makes it acceptable ; Sq inthis calc, lct the ſacri- | 


fice be never ſo meane, yet if it be Chriſt, thar | 


offers the ſacrifice, if it be commended to the 
Prieſt, and he offers it, the Zord will accepr it, 
You ſhal findthat rule, Levit.5.11.He that brings 
a ſacrifice, (this caution was given) he mu put no 
incenſe t9 it, neither oyle. Bur ſhould the lacrifice 
|be offered without incenſe? No, you ſhall find in 
| Levit.16. that alwaies, the Prieſt when he entred 
nto the Holy of holieſt, he burnt incenſe, that the 
cloud of that incenſe , might cover the Aercy-ſeat - 
the meaning is this, that whenany man comes to 
offer a prayer to the L o « Þ, hee can pur no in- 
cenſe ro it,the Prieſt only he muſt pur in incenſe, 


Levir.5.11. 


Levir-16, x4, 
Chriſt muſt 
put incenle to 
OUT praycrs, 


thatis, Teſs Chrift onely muſt offer the ſacri. 
ice, wherein the Lord ſmells a favour of reſt : 


for the Lord expreſleth himſelfe in this manner, | 


8 if he were diſquieted for finne, and cantake 
no reſt ; now,when 7eſs Chriſt offers a ſacrifice, 
he ſmells a favour of reſt ; becauſe it comes from 


him, in whom he is well pleaſed: ſo, I ſay, we 
muſt be carefull, that we remember we comein 
thename of Chriſt, 

But, you will ſay,cvery man doth fo,and how 

we know it ? 

You ſhall know it by this, if you have bold- 
eſſe, and confidence, that 1s an arguraent that 
you looke not upon your ſelves,but upon Chriſt. 
When a man is ſo excecding timorous, and 
doubting, and fearefull, that he dares not come 
to the throne of grace, or, if hee doe, yer hee 
makes agreat queſtion, wherher he ſhal be heard 

k or 
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|orn o,this is roo much looking to himſelte, here, 
| the high prieſt is forgotten. If thou comein his | 
| name, there is enough to carrie thee our, it will 
breed boldneſle in thee, it will breed confi. 
dence : ifthou come inthe name of Chriſt, and 
offer up thy prayers through him, it will cauſe 
thee, in every petition thou putteſt up, to thinke 
thy ſclte ſo much beholding to Chriſt, that thou 
wilt be ready to ſay, inthy heart, whenſoever 
any perition is granted thee, I may thanke Jeſu 
Chriſt for this. When a man, I ſay, ſhall bee ſo 
much pur upon his ſcore, it will make him ſo 
much indebted tothe L ok Þ Zeſus for his fine! 
that is remitted, and this Petition that hee hath | 
| granted, that his heart ſhall be more inlargedto 
thankfulneſſe,when he is able to conſider the be- 
nefit of redemption, "and is ready to ſay with 
himſelfe, If reſis Chriſt had not dyed,if I had not 
had ſuch an high Prieſt, that hath entredintothe; 
very heavens,as the Apoſtle ſaith, Heb.g.To make 
interceſſion for me, 1 loſt this bench, Thad| 
never come to have put up a prayer tothe Lord, 
or,if I had,it ſhould not have been heard. | 
But you will ſay to mee, If we be heard for 
Chriſt;then though a man be ſinfull,and thougli 
hee have none of the precedent conditions, 
though he have not that holineſle that is requt- | 
red, if the Prieſt make him acceptable,why may | 
he not hope as well as the moſt holy man 
I an{wer,briefly,though the Prieſt give allac-! 
| Ceptance to the ſacrifice, and our praycrs ate! 


- through him, yer thar is not all, there} 
are| 


' 
' 
« 
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are two things beſides API , that the perſon 
that brings the ſacrifice, becleane, no impure 
perſon was to bring a ſacrifice: ſecondly,that the 
ſacrifice be without blemiſh;he that hath a male, 
and brings a female, is curſed : So this is requi- 
red , that the perſon be righteous , and that the 
prayer be fervent, {uch as is indicted by the helpe 
of Gods Spirit, that it may bea ſacrifice fit for 
the Lord. But now, that we have from Chriff, is 
this,that though rhe perſon beſo,and the prayer 
thus qualified , and have thoſe forenoted condi- 
tions 1n ir, yet it is notacceptable without the 
Prieſt, And therefore this ſhould encourage you, 
when you conſider the glorious God, his holi- 
neſle, that great diſtance betweene him and you 
and your ſclves, on the other fide, how vilcan 
ſinful you arc, and/ unfit-ro come and pur up 
your requeſts to him., now, when you thinke of 
2 Mediatour,of an high Pricſt,who is entred into 
leayen, who is gone thither, and fits at the right 
hand-of Majeſty, making interceffion for you, 
when you confider there 1s one high Prieſt, who 
sableto prevaile, not like the Prieſts in the law, 
but one ' is over the houſe of God, one that is 
the very ſonne, that is not entredin throughthe 
bloud of Bulls and ' Goats, but with his owne 
bloud; when out of this you ſhall receivecon- | 
hidence,and come neere him with boldneſle,this 
is to make uſe of Chriſt, and ro offer ſacrifice in 
him. There -is' tio more remainmg now, but 
that when you have conſidered all the condiri- 
ons mentioned, and fitted your prayers accor- 


| 


ding | 


How to make 
uſe of Chriſt as 


our Pricſt. 
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| membred, we mult ſo faxre magnific our praiers, 


| efteeme chem, and thinke them of that worth, 


| ſoa mandoth with his prayers, he ſaith, I have 
ſought to the Lord, I have prayed for thisthing 


ding tothem, that you be confident, and expe& 
much, that when you have prayed, you may {ay 
thus; Lord, Iexpect now the granting of them, 
thou canſt nat now deny them, Lord, I will wair 
now. Andthis is our fault, when we haye pray- 
cd, and rhe thing comes not preſently, wee are 
ready to give oyer, we arenot willing to wait, 
Beloved, that is one thing ſpecially to beere. 


wee muſt ſer aprice upon them lo farre, and ſo 


that they will bring the thing to paſſe. Ita man 
takea drugge, or a medicine, or an herbe, and 
aſe it ro a wound, or a diſtaſe , once or rwice, or 
thrice, and ifhee ſee it doth no good, hewill lay 
it aſide, and take another medicine : for, faith 


he, I have tryedir, and it will doe me no good ; | 


rwice, or thrice, and it is not granted mee a 


theretore hee is ready to lay it afide, as if jt were 


| norefiectuall, and ro take another meancs : this 


negle& of prayer is not to know the force of the 
mcdicine. You muſt know therefore of what 


| etkicacie prayer js,and truſt ir, and not give over, 


(for ir-is -effectuall ro bring the thing to paſle) 


| and make,not haſte, bur ſtay, and wait. It wis 
| Sarahs fault, when _dbreham and ſhee ought to 


the Lord for a ſonne,ſhe made too much hakte ro 


| give Hager tO. Abrahem,when they ſhould have 
| ſtayed till the Lord had done it his owne Way. 


| So Rebeccah, there was a promiſe, and no d 


Jacob 


uo 
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lacob and ſhee prayed for the fulfilling of that 
promiſe, but ſhe made too much haſte,the rooke 
| wrong Way tO get the bleſſing by lying, this 
| was not waiting, bur a ſtepping our ro another 
[meanes ; becauſe they thought praycr and de- 
pendance upon God would not doe it. So Saul 
\would not waite upon God, but he would offer 
(acrifice,this was to make haſt. And ſo it is, when 
4man is diſcouraged; David when the thing was 
\not preſently granted, he was ready to give over, 
and falls ro a deſperate complaint, ſaying, xe 
| dey I [hall fall by the hands of Saul. Take heede of 
| this, and when wee offer up our prayers thus, 
| learneto know what they are, learne to truſt 
' them,androdepend, and wait upon 
| God, ſay certainely,T ſhall nor 
| be denied, the thing 

ſhall ſurely be 

granted, 


So much for this time,and this Text, 
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